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Whichsoever of these opposite lyftinrnfr we embrace ; whether we unpute 
the intention of miurder to Gkiwrie, or to the King ; insuperable difficulties 
arise, and we are involved in darkness, mystery, and contradicticms. 

Robkrtson's History of Scotland. 

Out of Scotland we hear that there is no good agreement, but rather an 
open diffidence, betwixt the King and his wife, and many are of opinion 
that the discovery of some affectian between her and the Earl of Cowrie's 
brother, who was killed with him, was the truest caoae and motive of that 
tragedy. 

Sir Ralph Wikwood's Memoirs. 
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TO THE INHABITANTS 



OF PERTH, 

(fOEMEELY ST J0HN8T0UK,) 

THIS TALE, 



OF THE LAST EAEL OF GOWRIE, 



IS DEDICATED. 



^ 



PREFATORY NOTICE 



TO THE 



READER. 



In. order to remove from your mind^ 
most respected Reader, any suspicion 
tliat the following story is the figment 
of my own brain, I hold it to be ne- 
cessary that I should make known to 
you the mann» in which it came into 
my' possession ; and which I purpose 
to accompli^ in the easiest manner 
to myself by presenting you with the 
topy of a letter lately written by me 
VOL. I. a 
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U FREFATORY NOTICE. 

to a particular friend of mine upon 
this subject. But as it must occupy 
a number of pages, and, of course, 
take up some considerable time in the 
perusal ; and as I perfectly agree with 
the Prince of Novelists, that prefaces 
are seldom or never read, I shall at 
present defer giving the history of its 
discovery ; and, availing myself of the 
high example of some of my prede- 
cessors, reserve it to form the mate- 
rials of a concluding Address. — I have 
been led to this determination by my 
great anxiety that it should be read, 
in order to its being perfectly under- 
stood, that little more has been done 
than to copy an old MS., which pre- 
tends (with what probability let the 
reader judge for himself) to explain 
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one of the darkest and most mysteri- 
ous pages of the History of Scotland. 
But should any one doubt, after the 
faithfid account given in the conclu- 
ding Letter, of the manner in which 
the MS. was discovered, let him repair 
to the spot there mentioned as the 
place of its concealment, when he wiU 
be convinced of my veracity; that is to 
say,if he has ingenuity enough, by fol- 
lowing my directions, to find out the 
aperture by which I entered. Yet 
should he fail in the attempt, do not 
let him presumptuously judge by the 
erring rules of what he may term pro- 
bability, and venture to pronounce 
them the measure of possibility, by af- 
firming that I have not spoken truth ; 
but rather let him judge with can- 
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daxnty and belieye, that tilie xaaterials 
of these volumes were found, as I 
imve staled, in the befiore-mentioaed 
Letter, wfaiich is a true copy of that 
written to my firiendi premising only, 
that the names of persons I have had 
occasion to mention, aare changed £(xc 
those that are £^lgn^ ; and that in 
many of the leading incid^its, I have 
added the traditions of the neighbour- 
hood to the account given in the ao- 
dent MS.~-And now, kind Beader, I 
have oniy to express my hope that 
you will be as much amused by the 
following pages, as is siiifiei^y wish- 

edby 

Yoiir most obedient • 

humble servant^ 

Peregeinb Kove». 

September S, 1828. 
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INTRODUCTOEY CHAPTER. 

Religions spite and pious spleen bred first 
The quarr^ which so long the bigots nurst 

Tatb. 



From the year 1579> in which King 
James the Sixth of Scotland assumed the 
reins of government, until the year 1600, 
the period at which pUr story commences, 
his conduct and views had been the sub- 
ject of anxious investigation to the Roman 
Pontiff, and all of the Catholic persuasion. 
The innovations, which at that time threat- 
ened the Roman Catholic religion with an* 

VOL. I. A 



2 ST JOHNSTOUN. ' 

nihilation, redoubled the zeal and enter- 
prizing spirit of its professors. It was there- 
fore with the greatest satisfaction that they 
beheld James, who was born of Popish pa- 
rents, choose for his counsellors and favour- 
ites members of their Church, and they 
continued to view with pleasure his con- 
stant dissensions with the Presbyterian 
Kirk, and the reluctance with which he 
granted her demands ; nor did they aban- 
don their hopes, when, in the year 1592, 
the Presbyterian church-government had 
risen to a degree of power greater than it 
had ever yet attained. In that year, the 
machinations of the Popish Lords and the 
Earl of Bothwell, together with the King's 
being suspected of having connived at the 
murder of the Earl of Murray, had render- 
ed his people extremely discontented ; and 
in order, by a popular act, to regain his as- 
cendency, James publicly avowed his de- 
voted attachment to the Eork of Scotland, 
and granted a repeal of many statutes ini- 
mical to her interests ; he aho allowed the 
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authority of the General Assembly for call« 
ing meetings, whose acts should be consi- 
dered valid, without the presence or assent 
of the King. Yet these proceedings, which 
accorded so ill with his former indulgence to 
the Catholics, and his well-known high and 
unbounded ideas of his own prerogative, did 
not deceive those who were accustomed to 
penetrate deeper than the surface, and by 
such he was considered as still secretly at- 
tached to the Catholic religion. 

But, in the year 1600, the CathoUcs be* 
came confirmed in their belief of the King 
of Scotland's intention to support their in- 
terests ; for at that time so great a revolu- 
tion took place in the affairs of the Kirk, 
that the dominion of the King, in ecclesi- 
astical matters, became absolute. He had 
restored the Popish Lords to their forfeited 
estates and honours, and reinstated in the 
temporalities of his benefice Beaton, the 
Popish Archbishop of Glasgow, whom he 
had sent on an embassy to France. Lord 
Hume was also despatched by him on a se- 
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cret mission to the Pope, and his Holiness 
had received a letter, signed by James, 
(either written by the Eong, or the contri- 
vance of his secretary,) wherein he express- 
ed his great regard for the Pontiff, and his 
determination to consider the Catholics 
with favour, and soliciting him to make 
Drummond, Bishop of Vaison, who was by 
birth a Scotchman, a Cardinal, that the 
communication between the Holy See and 
Court of Scotland, might be inore facilitated. 
At this time, likewise, Sir James Lindsey 
was employed to interest the English Pa- 
pists in favour of James's claim to the 
crown of England, as the advanced age of 
Elizabeth rendered it probable that the 
time drew near, when her throne would be 
occujHed by another. The prior daim of 
the King of Scotland directed all eyes to 
him as her successor; and, to strengthen 
James in his attachment to the Catholics, 
and stimulate him to remain steady to their 
interests, Pope Clement VIII. issued two 
brie& to the people of England, enjoining 
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them to unite in using all expedients to 
prevent any monarch from ascending the 
throne of England on the death of Eliza- 
beth, who was not of the Catholic religion, 
and who would not swear to maintain and 
defend it. All these circumstances com- 
bined, created the most extravagant hopes 
in the breasts of the Roman Catholics, and 
they already anticipated a complete triumph 
over Ftptestantism, both in Scotland and 
Bngland. 

It was at this juncture that John, Earl 
of Gowrie, a Scotch nobleman of power&l 
influence, who had been absent from his na- 
tive country for six years, was upon the eve 
of returning to it. He was the lineal de- 
scendant of the ancient house of Ruthven, 
who were the earliest leaders, and most zeal- 
ous supporters of the ]^formation, and he 
dierished the same sentiments in &T6ur of 
Protestantism whidb had actuated his fore- 
fathers, and which he had further strength- 
ened by a recent residence of three months 
at Greneva, with the venerabl^ Theodore 
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Beza, the colleague of Calvin, and one of 
the principal pillars of the reformed Church. 
This ottobleman was son to William, Earl 
of Gowrie, who was beheaded at Stirling, 
during James's minority, in the year 1584, 
and grandson to that Lord Ruthven, whose 
share in the death of David Rizzio is so 
well known* 

James had taken the utmost pains to 
conciliate this young man, who was pos- 
sessed of wealth and power superior to any 
other nobleman in Scotland, by bestowing 
many favours on him, and by writing to 
him with his own hand, after he left Scot- 
land to finish his education at the Univer- 
sity of Padua, which proves that the King 
had been always desirous of securing the 
advantages likely to result from making a 
favourable impression on his mind, and ren- 
ders it probable that his youth gave James 
hopes that he might, by loading him with 
benefits, attach him exclusively to himself 
and his interests. It was also probable, 
that, as the Earl received the favours of the 
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King mth respect and gratitude, he did 
not 1>ear resentment against his sovereign 
for the death of his father, but entirely at- 
tributed that event to the plots of his ene- 
mies. But, notwithstanding these proba- 
bilities, it may be supposed that there were 
fears on the side of James and the Catho- 
lics, arising out of the general character of 
the Earl's family for intrepidity and firm- 
ness, as well as staunch attachment to Pro- 
testantism ; nor, in that age, would there 
have been any thing singular in his availing 
himself at some future period of his influ- 
ence, to revenge his father's death ; nor was 
it unlikely that he might prove a stumbling- 
block to the Romish Church, who beheld, 
with a jealous eye, the communion he held 
with Beza, and the visi^ paid by him to the 
court of Elizabeth, on his way to Scotland, 
at the instigation of her ambassador, with 
whom he formed a friendship at Paris. Add 
to this, that they were not ignorant that 
his return to his native land was hailed, by 
both English and Scottish Protestants, as 
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favourable to the reformed religion^ and we 
may well suppose his ^actions were consider- 
ed of no small consequence, and were like- 
ly to be most sedulously watched, and every 
means adopted to counteract in them what- 
ever James, or the Catholics, might imagine 
prejudicial to their interests ; and the inter- 
ference of the Jesuits in the politics of 
Europe at that period being too notorious 
to admit of refutation, the Pope could not 
have selected a more appropriate agent to 
fill the office of spy at the court of. Scotland, 
than the member of that fraternity who a^ 
pears in the following story, — chosen from 
that association, who owed their existence 
to a design formed by their founder, Igna- 
tius Loyala, of combating the enlightened 
Luther, and the truths which emanated 
from that divine Book of holy writ, by 
which he had withdrawn the Papal veil 
from the eyes of so great a part of the 
world, and which threatened the Romish 
tenets with total extirpation. It was the 
system of the Society of Jesus, that, where 
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the Church was concerned, the end sancti- 
fied the means employed for her welfare ; 
and the fruits of this doctrine of expediency 
were, of course, when her supposed interests 
demanded it, treachery, treason, and assaft- 
tsination. This Society was subjected to few 
laws in common with other religious orders 
of their faith, that their services might be 
untrammeled by any vows which could mi- 
litate against the entire devotion they swore 
to the mandates of their Greneral, or Supe- 
nor. A regular account was kept, at all 
the seminaries established for the education 
of the intended members, of the disposi- 
tions, talents, and attainments, of the- re- 
spective pupils, which, being regularly 
transmitted to the Superior, and a strict 
watch kept over them during the years of 
their probation, enabled him to choose with 
certainty, such instruments as were most fit 
for any service ta which he might destine 
them« Their Greneral was chosen for life, 
and possessed the most unbounded power. 
He alone nominated the officers employed 

A 2 
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in the government of the Society, whom he 
could remove at pleasure ; in him was also 
yested the uncontrolled disposal of the im- 
mense revenues and incalculable riches of 
the order ; and to his commands the mem- 
bers were not only sworn to render, the 
strictest outward obedience, but to resign 
their wills and understandings. 

That these men were employed by the 
iPope to forward his views in every country 
•in ^e world, and every court in Europe, we 
are assured by all historians who have writ- 
ten of the times in which they flourished. 

Having said thus much by way of ex- 
planation, it now remains for the enlight- 
ened reader of the following story to judge 
bow much credit he ought to attach to many 
of its leading incidents, — for which there is 
no other authority save tradition, and the 
foresaid ancient manuscript. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Be 88 kind an Hostess as you have been to me^ and yon ean 

nerer fiul of another husband. 

Dryden. 



It was about eight o'clock in the evening 
of a stormy day, near the end of the month 
of February 1600, that a boat from a fo- 
reign galley, then l3ring in the Frith of 
Forth, put on shore a male and female 
passenger opposite to the little town of 
Musselburgh. The female, who was en- 
feebled by a long and tempestuous voyage, 
leaned for support on her companion, who 
appeared too much encumbered by some- 
thing he carried under his long and ample 
doak, to render her any assistance. 
• The night was extremely cold, and a 
boisterous north- wind impelled volumes of 
black douds across the moon, which caused 
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the travellers, ever and anon, to be involved 
in darkness — but the distance was short, 
and they soon reached the town of Mussel- 
burgh, where, addressing the first person 
they encountered, they inquired for a house 
of public reception. The man whom they 
happened to accost, answered their question 
in that good-humoured tone of voice which 
carries with it assurance of a certain bene- 
volent good will, and which at once dissi- 
pates the fear of giving trouble. 

" Follow me," said he, ** and Til tak ye 
to the hostelry of Lori&tto;'and 1*11 be cau- 
tion, an' ye were King James himsel', ye 
might be content wi' your lodging.— I ken 
the house weel, for I serve the mistress 
wi' fish, and a sonsy woman is she, and 
weel deserving o' the wale o' my catching, 
for she is aye reasonable wi' the price, and 
gi'es me a soup brandy-wine forby to warm 
my inside withal. But," said he, making 
a sudden halt, '^ I gang ou'r fast, I'm doubt- 
ing, for that neebour o* yours, who seems un- 
co silly and canna weel keep up wi' us ; she 
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had better tak' haud o' me^ and Til gang at 
mair leisure, for ye seem ou'r sair laden to 
help her yoursel'; but we have na far gait 
to gang at ony rate» and then she will be 
wed seen till, for the Lady o* Loretto is 
unco kind and civil till her guests^" 

*' The Lady of Loretto/' said the woman 
who had accepted his proffered service, and 
now leaned upon his arm, ** that title sounds 
strangely in my ears. I pray you, why is she 
so called ?." 

^ Because ye maun ken," replied the 
fish^inan, '^ that the hostel of Loretto was 
once a part o' the auld bigging that was 
sae meikle thought o' a while syne, when 
the deevil's skipper, the Pope, guided the 
helm ; but I'm thinking ye'U be of my no- 
tion <mce ye win in, that it's put to a wysser- 
like purpose now, than when it cuitled up a 
wheen lazy monks, at the expense o' poor 
delnded creatures, who thought themselves 
weel repaid, (bless their doited souls !) whan 
the cursed auld hypocrites gied them some 
bit rotten timmer to glour at, that they call- 
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ed a piece of the true cross, or telled them 
the Lady o* Loret'to wad gar their sins be 
forgeen them : now, I say," continued he, 
" that our Lady o' Loretto is wordye a 
thousand o' her, for though she taks your 
money, she gi'es ye something better for it 
than leeing promises." 

Toward the conclusion of this speech, 
which was uttered with much glee, the wo- 
man, with an involuntary shudder of hor- 
ror, withdrew her arm from her supporter, 
and inwardly ejaculated, '* Holy Mother of 
Grod, forgive me for having listened to this 
blasphemy!" and laying her hand on her 
fellow traveller, while the fisherman pro- 
ceeded a few steps before, she said, in an 
under voice, 

" Pray for me, my brother, lest I shrink 
from the arduous task appointed me in this 
land of reprobation." 

'^ Think not so meanly of yourself, as to 
dread that any sufferings you may sustain, 
holy mother," replied her companion, •* can 
prevent your persevering in the blessed pur- 
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pose of saving a soul from the damning 
grasp of the heretics ; and, trust me, the 
fears you have now expressed, are entirely 
occasioned by bodily weakness, which ever 
operates, in some degree, upon the mind." 

" I am, indeed," said she, " forespent 
with travel, and can hardly drag along my 
wearied limbs." 

" Ye will ha'e nae need to trail them 
meikle farther, for here we are at the gate," 
said the fisherman, as he pushed it open ; 
and they perceived by the light of the moon, 
which now shone more clearly, that they 
stood before a building of an ancient and 
peculiar form, the stones of which were pro- 
ifusely ornamented with carving. It had 
been erected some time after the original 
monastic pile, when the &me of this chapel, 
dedicated to our Lady of Loretto, had 
drawn to it numerous crowds of devotees, 
and had been appropriated to the use of such 
strangers as could not be accommodated in 
the town of Musselburgh ; for inns were at 
that time thinly scattered in Scotland, and 



16 ST JOHNSTOUN. 

• 

the traveller, whether bound on a journey 
of business or devotion, was received, and 
hospitably entertained, at the numerous re- 
ligious houses, which, from the magnificence 
of their architecture, and the cultivation of 
the lands appertaining to them, had, before 
the Reformation, enriched and beautified 
the aspect of the country. From the gate 
our travellers crossed a court-yard surround- 
ed by a high wall, and entered the porch of 
the building, from whence they followed 
their guide into a kind of hall, the ceiling 
of which appeared to reach to the roof of the 
edifice, the upper chambers opening into a 
corridor or gallery, underneath which were 
corresponding small apartment^ or cells, 
having each a door to the common hall, 
which, from its size^ was capable of accom- 
modating many separate parties, or such 
large meetings as might be called together 
on public occasions. In the middle of this 
apartment, stood the mistress of the man- 
sion, giving orders to a damsel, who was 
leaning over the rail of the gallery to re- 
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ceive hex instructions. The jolly figure of 
our hostess was clad in a kirtle of scarlet 
woollen doth, of the brightest hue.; and 
as fine cloths of that description were not 
then the manufacture of Scotland, but usu- 
ally imported from France, and consequent- 
ly bore an extravagant price, this circum- 
stance, together with a massy silver chain, 
by which was suspended from her side a 
ponderous bunch of keys, instructed the be- 
holder that she possessed both wealth,and an 
inclination to display it. Notwithstanding, 
however, this Lady of Loretto's pomp of 
exterior, (which, perhaps, she might think 
it incumbent on her to exhibit, as successor 
to that splendidly attired lady whose repre- 
sentative she was, according to the desig- 
nation bestowed on her by her &cetiou8 
neighbours ;>~yet. was it far from her in- 
tention to intimate thereby, that she was 
in any measure above her business, for on 
all occasions she was a most active, and, as 
the fisherman said, a kind and obliging 
landlady, and fully aware^ that her atten- 
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tion and civility to her guests had gained 
the good name her inn possessed, on which 
she piqued herself not a Uttle, and it was 
her pride to continue a mode of conduct, hy 
which she had not only acquired fame, hut 
very considerable profit. 

On opening the door, our fisherman had 
advanced toward her with an obeisance, 
which possibly the recolleption of the sto- 
machic tendency of her brandy, made some- 
what lower than it would otherwise have 
been. 

" Weel, honest Nicol," said she, as her 
good-humoured eye glanced on the travel- 
lers beyond him, " whae have ye brought 
us here ?" 

^^ Sooth, mistress, that wad fickle me 
to tell," rephed Nicol; " but they are twa 
travellers I forgathered wi' at the town end, 
as I was gaun doiln to gi'e the boat a 
bit look for fear o' this wind, and as they 
were spooring for a public, I e'en brought 
them here, and seeing ye help me to live, 
it was but my duty ye ken." 
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" Thanks to ye, Nicol/' said our land- 
lady ; ** tak an air of the fire this cauld 
night — And, Cicel/' said she, calling to 
one of her women-servants, " gie Nicol 
Partan a drap brandy-wine." Then tura- 
ing to the strangers, she said, " Will ye be 
pleased to sit near the fire ?" and she drew 
toward it a large high-backed chair, for the 
accommodation of the female traveller, who 
sunk into it, apparently half dead with cold 
and fatigue. 

'* Od save us !" said the fisherman, in an 
accent of astonishment, ^^ dell the like o' 
that ever I saw ! — and the beast to sit sae 
canny a' the time he was sae steiked up !" 

These exclamations were called forth, 
when, throwing from his left arm a smaU 
leathern case, somewhat resembling the 
portmanteau of modern days, the stranger 
ujibuttoned his large cloak, and disencum- 
bered his right hand, on which sat a white 
gyr-falcon, of extraordinary size and beauty. 
The bird shook her feathers, and raised her 
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wings, as if in joy of emancipation from 
confinement. 

" Poor bird !" said her master, " thou, 
too, hast suflfered from thy voyage, as well 
as thy companions ! — ^but thou shalt have a 
perch whereon to peck and prune thyself, 
and thy supper to boot, before I take mine 
own." And turning to his hostess, was about 
to request to be shewn to a sleeping-apart- 
ment, which he intended to share with hia 
feathered friend, for whose comfort and safe- 
ty he appeared particularly solicitous, when 
the light falling on the face of his fellow- 
traveller, discovered to him the wanness of 
her features, the extreme languor of her eyes, 
and the difficulty with which she appeared 
to breathe. 

** You are much indisposed indeed, my 
sister !" said he ; ^^ suffer our landlady to 
lead you immediately to a place of repose,-*— 
and," continued he, addressing his hostess, 
who was employed in unfastening the 
doak and hood of his companion, while she . 



ST JOHNSTOUN. 21 

was warmly recommending the vivifying 
effects of a sack*pbsset^ '* I beg my sis- 
ter may have the best accommodation this 
hoiise affords, for which you shall be cheer- 
fully remunerated, lior shall you find me 
ungrateful for any attention you may have 
it in your power to bestow." 

This request and assurance caused the 
Lady of Lforetto to summon from their oc- 
cupations two strapping wenches, who were 
employed in household affairs at the lower 
end of the apartment, and who, with the 
assistance of their mistress, speedily convey- 
ed the person of the invalid to one of the 
gallery chambers, where having deposited 
her in bed, administered the before-men- 
tioned sack-posset, and lefb her to that re- 
pose she so much required, our hostess de- 
scended to receive the commands of her 
other guest, not without some d^ee of 
curiosity concerning her newly-arrived in- 
mates, just as our friend Nicol, who still 
lingered over the fire, in order to discover 
something more satisfactory than he had 
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yet been able to learn respecting those to 
whom he had acted as land-pilot, made an* 
effort to extract information. 

" Ye spake something anent being new 
come off a voyage, I think, sir/' said he, 
addressing the stranger ; " I trow it could- 
na' be in the bay ye landed, on sic a night 
as this?" 

"It was, I suppose, in the bay," replied the 
stranger, " for it was very near to this place. 
I considered it m<»*e advisable, in the pre-, 
sent state of my sister'is health, to lodge her 
in a small quiet town like this, than amidst 
the bustle of trade at Leith, or within the 
confines of the city of Edinburgh, especially 
as our stay may be of some continuance.** 

" And where come ye from," said our 
landlady, — ^for, being extremely communi- 
cative of her own affairs, she had no idea 
of reserve in others. 

The stranger answered this interrogatory 
with appar-ent readiness.— "We come," 
said he, " from the Low Countries, where 
my sister was attendant on an honour- 
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able lady, now deceased, and where I have 
been engaged in business for some years; 
but, being natives of Scotland, and ha- 
ying wherewithal to return to our native 
country, and, moreover, being desirous of 
revisiting it, we took the opportunity of a 
vessel sailing from the Texel for Leith, 
and landing a few miles short of it, have, 
thanks to my good friend here, obtained 
what I foresee will prove a comfortable 
lodging. — But," continued he, addressing 
himself to Nicol Partan, " it is time you 
should receive somewhat more satisfactory 
fi>r your civility, than unprofitable acknow- 
ledgments." He then drew from his pocket 
a piece of money, that from the way in 
which it ^as received, seemed amply to sa- 
tisfy the expectations of his guide, who, 
having no longer the shadow of a pretext 
for remaining, departed, as he again inform- 
ed them, to inspect the situation of his boat. 
The stranger's first care was now to pro^ 
vide a perch for his falcon, in the little 
matted chamber assigned him by his land* 



24 STJOHNSTOUN. 

lady, being one of those which entered from 
the ground-floor of the common apartmait ; 
and his next, to take from its roost one of 
his landlady's fowls, which having caused 
to be killed, he selected from it the proper 
morsels, and performed his promise of see- 
ing the bird feed before himself; and then 
returned to the room he had left, to seek 
refreshment from such provisions as were 
set before him, which he now and then 
washed down with a cup of Rhenish. 

He was a man apparently about forty- 
five years of age ; yet five years might have 
been in reality subtracted, which wer« given 
to the lines of deep thought that marked a 
countenance somewhat severe, though fr^ 
quently relieved from such expression, by 
a flexibility of features, capable of assuming, 
with surprising facility, the cast of counte- 
nance best suited to the purpose of the mo- 
ment, and which a pair of uncommonly 
brilliant and penetrating dark eyes, made 
rather handsome than otherwise. The con- 
tour of his head was striking, and the bcdd 

9 
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outline of his features seemed to proclaiio 
him formed for enterprize. His person, 
though not tall, was ahove the middle size, 
and characterized hy an active and vigorous 
appearance. During his meal, his hostess 
appearing suddenly to recollect herself, call- 
ed one of the servants from a sort of scul- 
lery, attached to the room where she sat, 
and demanded of her if his reverence's fire 
was kindled. 

'* You have then a clergyman an inmate 
here at present ?" remarked the stranger. 

The Lady of Loretto's smile at this ques- 
tion hetrayed much consciousness of supe- 
riority, as she drew herself up, so as in some 
measure to lengthen a neck which nature 
had made very short. 
• •* Nicol did not tell you then, that my 
gudeman is a minister ? In sooth, I thought 
he wad hae mentioned it." 

A slight expression of surprise crossed 
the countenance of her guest, and she con- 
tinued, '^ Ay, sure enough, he is of that 
holy calling, and chaplain to the corpora* 

TOL. I. B 
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tion of fleshers in the City of Edinburgli ; 
but, thank God!" she continued, with a 
look which savoured not of humility, ** he 
is nane o' them puir bodies wha hang upon 
the trade to whilk they administer in spi- 
ritual things for a bite and a soup. Na, 
na ; far frae that, sir, as ye may see, ha- 
ving a gude house over his head, which be- 
longs to himself, — that is, to me^^ said she, 
correcting herself; ** for my first gudeman 
bought it frae the town, when they were 
about to ding it down, as they had done 
the rest o' the auld biggings ; and when 
he died, he left a' thing to me, as in sooth 
was his duty, — nathless, ye ken he might 
faae done otherwise ; but weel did he ken 
whatna bee it was that made the honey, 
for he never fashed wi* the concern, but 
liked better to sit and crack with the cus- 
tomers, though he was nae drinker neither, 
only just took part of what was going. — So 
ye see, sir, as I was saying, a' thing was 
left in my disposal — that is, failing my 
son \ for we never had'but ae bairn, and a 
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^r heart-break he was to his father and 
me haith^ when he gaed off, and hired him- 
self, unkend to us, to a young nobleman, 
wha was going into foreign parts, and was 
dean off the country afore we took sus- 
picion ; and though he was unco wild and 
unsettled, yet we aye hoped he wad mend 
when he got mair sense." 

" And have you never heard from him, 
or of him, since he left you ?" inquired the 
stranger. 

" Yes, we heard tell o* him once, that 
he had left his master, the young Earl of 
Gowrie ; for when the Earl's brother, the 
Master o' Ruthven, returned, (for he came 
hame a while syne, and left the Earl abroad,) 
we speered at him concerning Laurence ; 
and we learned that his master kend nae- 
thing about him, seeing he had left his 
service ; so it*s likely,** she continued, " that 
he is dead, or maybe, what is waur, turned 
a Papist, and a vagabond ; for it's six years^ 
come next August, since he gaed out o' 
Scotland to the £ir-awa place, where the 
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Earl and the young Master were to get 
their learning ; and he would be five-and- 
twenty years auld at this time, an he were 
living ; for I was but a lassie when I mar- 
ried his father, honest Dugald Dalgleish ; 
but speaking about the puir ladie has ta'en 
me off my story.— Weel, when Dugald 
died, and I got nae word o' my bairn, and 
was like to get nane, I took sair on, as ye 
may judge, and then it was that I fell in 
wi' Maister Macsticket ; and the words 
that he spake were the first thing that ^ed 
me ony comfort ; so frae ae thing to ano- 
ther it gaed on, till what could I do better 
nor tak him, and gie him share o' what I 
cared little for my lane ? and, I dare believe, 
he's sensible enough o' his mercies, though, 
ye ken, it mightna become him to be letting 
on about it, considering his holy calling, 
that makes it meet for him to stand afore 
the highest and the grandest in the land- 
but it's waesome to see the ministers of the 
trades that havena fallen sae weel in, gaun 
about just like a wheen beggars/ wi' nae- 
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thing to subsist upon, but the daily dinner 
the trades are boimd to gie them." 

The person to whom she addressed her- 
self was too intimately acquainted with the 
state of the Kirk of Scotland, since the pe- 
riod of the Reformation, to feel much sur- 
prise at this extraordinary history of the 
degradation of its ministers ; for when the 
Komish clergy, at the Reformation, were 
despoiled of their rich benefices, and the 
Scottish nobility got possession of the church 
revenues, they seemed determined to pre- 
vent the reformed pastors from emulating 
the luxurious habits of their Popish bre- 
thren, by withholding from them what must 
have been considered a barely decent main- 
tenance ; and, in this state of poverty, many 
of them were obliged to have recourse to 
trade ; nor was it an uncommon thing to 
find them keeping inns and taverns, and 
entering into the lowest employments, in 
order to support themselves and their fa- 
milies. These occupations were, however, 
soon prohibited by the kirk, and a more 
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respectable allowance made to the establish- 
ed clergy ; but there still remained a class 
of preachers, officiatmg as chaplains to the 
incorporations of trades in Edinburgh, who 
were poorly provided, their salaries being 
80 trifling, that they wer^ not supposed 
adequate to supply them with sustenance ; 
and the members of each corporation bound 
themselves *^ to find the chaplain his meat, 
orderly, as he should come alternately about 
to them." 

Thus, there was nothing very surprising 
in the Rev. Mr Macsticket's accepting the 
shelter of a good house, which he might 
call his own, though otherwise denominated 
an hostel ; nor was it strange, that having 
done so, and by no means disliking good eat- 
ing, he should prefer partaking of the deli- 
cacies prepared for the guests at home, to 
the frugal and coarse fare commonly set be- 
fore the men who were supplied with a din- 
ner for God's sake. 

Our hostess had now mounted her hobby, 
and might have proceeded at full speed 
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unthont interraption, to set forth the addi- 
tional consequence which her husband and 
herself derived from each other, — ^his ari- 
idng from the advantage of diaring her 
riches — and hers from bdng raised to the 
rank of his reverence's wife, — ^had not the 
loud knocking of some one at the outward 
gate, whom she pronounced to be her hus- 
band, sent her, after some ineffectual call- 
ing, to shake up a boy who had fallen asleep 
on a bench in the back ground ; whom ha- 
ving dispatched to take his master's hors^ 
(the said horse not being, by the by, one 
of the least indulgences acquired by a mar- 
riage with the relict of Dugald Dalgleish,) 
she caught up an iron lamp, and shading 
its light with her hand, stood awaiting him 
with the door half open. 

Our traveller felt a considerable degree 
of curiosity to see this priestly host, in whom 
such heterogeneous characters were combi- 
ned, which was presently gratified by the 
appearance of a fair, portly-looking man, 
whose well-niulured person might, without 
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disparagement, have vied with any mitred 
abbot of holy mother church. His figure 
was tall and inflexibly erect, which, by 
making the line of a somewhat long back 
curve inwards, added to the semicircle of 
the opposite protuberancie. His naturally 
good-humoured features, long bound up in 
assumed formality, had unavoidably acqui- 
red nk expression tinctured with hypocrisy ; 
which sinister appearance, however, was 
much owing to the prejudices of the times, 
which rendered it necessary in the eyes of 
the multitude, that the virtues their pastors 
so rigidly inculcated, should be personified, 
as it were, in their own persons ; and a 
grave and solemn set of features thus be- 
came as necessary an appendage to a Pres- 
byterian clergyman, as his Geneva cloak 
and band. Notwithstanding, however, the 
acquired solemnity of mine host's counte- 
nance, it was impossible to look long upon 
him, without the secret conviction, that na- 
ture had foreseen that he was one day to 
become master of an hostel, and that mere* 
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ly through some extraordinary mistake, an 
occupation so diametrically opposite had 
been assigned him. The truth was, that 
his father, an industrious butcher and zeal* 
ous follower of John Knox, and the other 
popular preachers of his day, mistaking in 
his son, for inspiration, what was only the 
effect of a most tenacious memory, that ever 
had at command any passage of Scripture, 
bestowed on him as much learning as his 
circumscribed finances would admit, and 
thought himself amply repaid, when, in 
process of time, he had the supreme felicity, 
of hearing him utter text after text, which 
he strung like beads on one another, like 
Sancho Fanza's proverbs, for the edification 
of the worshipful corporation of fleshers. 
Yet, in the dawn of a new religion, when 
the Bible had been comparatively so short 
a time in the bands of the laity, and when, 
although in their possession, they were so 
illiterate as to be unable to read it, his 
faithful repetition of its sacred sentences 
was heard with eagerness and advantage. 

B 2 
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Such, then, was Master Macsticket, who, 
on entering the house, seemed to be direct- 
ing his course across the hall, towards a 
door on the opposite side, but, happening 
to turn his head in the direction of the 
blazing fire, and perceiving its vicinity un- 
occupied except by one person, he changed 
what had apparently been his first inten- 
tion, and approached it. " Ay," said his 
wife, as she took from his shoulders his ri- 
ding-cloak, and shook from its folds the 
sleet which a tempestuous shower had 
lodged there, " I thought ye wad settle 
yoursel at this fire to-night, seeing we have 
so little company in the house, for there is 
Only just this gentleman and his sister, who 
is sair done out, poor woman, and awa to 
bed a while syne, and ." 

** Weel, weeV replied her spouse, some- 
what impatiently, " ye had more need, I 
trow, to set some vivers before me, than to 
let your tongue run sae glib ; for though ye 
may weel suppose ttiat I ha'na wanted my 
supper till ten hours at night, yet my jourw 
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ney maketh my stomach to crave somewhat 
to eat before goitig to rest. For I hold it a 
truly wise text of our Holy Scripture, sir," 
said he, addressing the stranger, ^^ which 
saith, ^ It is a good and comely thing that 
a man should eat and drink, and enjoy the 
fruit of all his labours that he taketh under 
the sun.' '* 

* While he was thus employed in giving a 
scriptural reason for eating two suppers, his 
wife was preparing to set the second one 
before him. To which, after a long grace, 
he applied himself so earnestly, that one 
might have supposed, but for his own con- 
fession, that he had not seen provisions 
since morning. He spoke not again till, 
having finished his late meal, he desired 
his wife to produce some Malmsey, in praise 
of which he again addressed his guest, ur- 
ging him strongly to partake of it ; nor was 
it refused, for the traveller, wishing to draw 
him into conversation, readily accepted his 
invitation, and meantime requesting his 
hostess to look in upon his sister, he had 
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presently the satisfaction of learning that 
she was in a sound and comfortable sleep. 

" Ah !" said the Lady of Loretto, " there 
is nothing like a weel-made sack-posset 
for comforting the stomach, and making 
ane sleep sound," She was again proceed- 
ing to narrate, for the information of her 
husband, all she had been told by the stran- 
ger with regard to himself and his compa- 
nion, when she was a second time checked 
into silence. 

** Weel, woman, weel, I'll warrant our 
guest can tell his ain tale, sae ye may gang 
your ways to bed, and leave us to our soup 
wine and our ain cracks." 

Our hostess understood her duty too well 
to require a second bidding, or to utter a 
syllable more. As she disappeared, the 
stranger smiled, " You keep good order 
in your house, I see," said he. 

" Ay," replied his host, " we put bits 
in the horses* mouths that they may obey 
us, and we turn about their whole bodies ; 
and in like manner must the women ' be 
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goided, or liow shall the Scripture be 
fulfilled, * Women, submit yourselves to 
your husbands ;' ^ for the tongue is an 
unruly member/ ' And as the climbing of 
a sandy way to the feet of the aged, so is a 
wife full of words to a quiet man/ There- 
fore, sir, I make it a rule that I shall have 
peace in mine own house ; and you see I 
am middhng well obeyed ; — ^but, sooth to 
speak, she is not an ill woman, and noway 
given to brangle, but, like all her sex, some* 
what fond of prating.— And now, what 
think you of the Malmsey ?" 

The stranger gave all due commendation 
to the wine, which was really excellent. 

" Ay," continued his host, with a relish- 
ing smack of his lips as he set down the 
cup, ** ye will not find better in Scotland ; 
but our King, G^od bless him, hath thought 
it convenient to lay a tax of twal pence the 
pint upon all our wines at this present ; audi 
have ordered the gudewife not to resist pay- 
ment, as some fools have done, and gotten 
themselves put to the horn for their trouble. 



u 
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NatUess, the like o' this impost was never 
heard tell of before ; but it serves nothing 
to resist authority, and we must * render 
unto Caesar the things that be Caesar's; 
tribute to whom tribute is due ;' for I make 
it a rule aye to obey the proclamations in all 
temporal things, that I may set a good ex- 
ample, as it is meet I should do, consider- 
ing my calling ; but," continued he, " I am 
supposing ye ken, sir, of my holy oflSce ?" 

Being satisfied on this important point, 
he replied, with a chuckle of self-compla- 
cency, — " Ou ay! the gudewife never leaves 
ony body long ignorant of that, who comes 
to this house. — But, by the by," said he, 
" she did not tell me your name, or, if she 
did, it hath slipped my memory ^" 

*^ I believe she did not," said the stran- 
ger, " for I do not recollect mentioning it 
to her ; — ^my name is Francis Austin." 

He then proceeded to give the same ac- 
count of himself and his female companion, 
which he had before related to his hostess, 
with this addition, that having become pos- 
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sessed of a falcon^ whose peculiar kind, rare 
beauty, and excellent training, made her 
an acquisition not to be undervalued by a 
prince ; and hearing that the sovereign of 
his native country was passionately fond of 
hawking, he had determined that she should 
become his property. 

" And what method do ye purpose taking 
to present her to his Majesty ?" demanded 
his host, with a look of sly intelligence. 

" I have still that to think of," replied 
Austin, " although I do not apprehend any 
great difficulty ; for I have always seen a 
change of property pretty easily effected, 
where one man is anxious to possess what 
another is desirous he should have, what- 
ever may be the difference in the rank of 
the individuals. My best plan will, I be- 
lieve, be, to apply tp some one who can 
mention the circumstance to his Majesty ; 
or, if I cannot find such a person, his Ma- 
jesty hath a sharp eye for a good bird, and I 
have but to place myself somewhere in his 
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view, with my hawk upon my fist, and he 
will be sure to notice her." 

** No need, no need," said his host, speak- 
ing eagerly ; " for, now mark me, Master 
Austin, there is somewhat extraordinary in 
this, that you should be led blindfold, as 
your ain bird when she's hooded, to the very 
person who can serve you in this matter, — 
for 1 am that man,— and 111 tak ye to-mor- 
row, an ye like, to one of the King's fal- 
coners — ay, and to him that his Majesty 
hath more conceit of than any of them all, 
and one that, as the bruit goes, can gang 
further ben whiles than some of the nobles ; 
for his Majesty is, as a man may say, a 
sylvan prince, and loves his hawks and his 
hounds better than any thing,-— except, I 
trow, the Bark o' Scotland." 

The latter sentence of this speech was 
delivered with a sort of leer at the stranger, 
implying a covert meaning, which he was at 
no loss to translate, but of which he took 
no notice ; and he went on — " Now, ye see. 
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Heronshaw the falconer is something of a 
iriend to the gudewife by her first husband, 
and has always been gay ceevil to me since 
I married the widow, though he is but a 
thrawn sort o' carle ; — ne'er mind, he loves 
a good hawk, and, I'll be caution, will be 
fain to get baud of yours ; and, as I was 
saying, an ye have no objection, we'll wend 
our way to the Palace of Holyrood to-mor- 
row, — ^but ye'U no tak the hawk till ye see 
what he says, for I dinna just like to travel 
in company with her, seeing it's not seemly 
for one of my calling to fash his head with 
wood-craft." 

It was* therefore agreed that the falcon 
should be left in the hostel until the stran- 
ger should be introduced to the falconer ; 
and they separated for the night. 
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CHAPTER III. 



If you will work upon any man, you must know his naturey 
and so lead him ; or his weaknesses and disadvantages, and 
so awe him. 

Bacon. 



Early next morning our traveller sought 
the apa^ment of his fem ale companion, whom 
he found considerably restored by the repose 
she had enjoyed, and the virtues of her land- 
lady's sack-posset. He informed her of what 
had passed between his host and himself on 
the preceding night, and that, in conse-* 
quence of his offer to introduce him to the 
kinsman of his wife, he should that morn- 
ing accompany him to Holyrood. — " And 
from the moment," said he, lowering his 
voice, and bending his head towards the 
bed, " I get a footing there, you may anti- 
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opate a favourable result to your underta- 
king." 

" May the Holy Virgin speedUy grant 
thee success," replied she, in the same un- 
der-tone, " that I may be enabled to depart 
from this accursed country, the cry of whose 
offences is even now ascending up unto 
Heaven ! — ^But when dost thou purpose to 
seek Father Leonard ? — methinks that holy 
man's prayers and counsel will avail us 
much." 

** Immediately," returned he ; " as soon 
at 1 can find an opportunity of shaking off 
my host, who is to be my companion to the 
city» I shall proceed to search for the father, 
according to the direction I have obtained." 

** Go then, my brother," she replied, 
**and may the blessing of the faithful, and of 
the outraged Church, go with thee ! — I shall 
keep mine apartment, on the plea of indis- 
position, till it is expedient for me to leave 
it, avoiding, as much as possible, all inter* 
course with these impious heretics." 

The traveller now descended to th^ corn- 
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mon haU, where having partaken of the 
morning repast, and done ample justice to 
the cheer set before him, in which he was 
ably assisted by his reverend host, they set 
forward together to prosecute their journey 
toward Edinburgh, which, as they were 
both on foot, and his reverence's pedestrian 
powers being none of the most active, occu- 
pied a considerable portion of the mornings 
and it was not till about two hours before 
noon, that they arrived at the Palace of 
Holjrrood, where, keeping to the south side 
of the building, they made their way into 
a small court, surrounded by dog-kennels 
and hawk-mews. Before one of the latter 
stood two men, with their backs to our tra* 
veller and his guide,— they were apparent- 
ly in high dispute, for they were both talk- 
ing loudly, and at the same time. 

** I'll be curst, then," said the man who, 
by his figure and grey hairs, seemed the 
elder, " if that sacre I was sent all the way 
to St Ebba's to fetch is worth a bodle ! — I 
would mak mair of a gleid, an I had the 
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reclaiming of him^ — the deevil himsel canna 
cure her o' raking out. — But if we dinna get 
other guess-trainers to the hawks, his Ma- 
jesty's sport will dwine, I'll tell ye that ; for 
I am waxing up in years, and canna do what 
I have done ; and, what's mair, I canna keep 
a* right here and at Falkland baith ; and 
while I've been there, this Mcon hath gane 
to ruin, because an idle varlet like you canna 
be &sh'd to mind her as she should be 
minded ! — But the de'il be my speed if I 
dinna seek some better help soon !" 

At this threat the younger man turned 
sullenly away, muttering somewhat, in 
which cankered carles, and conceited old 
fools, who thought nobody so wise as them- 
selves, had their share of commendation. 
This abuse, however, was lost upon the old 
man, who, in endeavouring to hear what he 
was saying, turned round, and perceived 
his clerical friend and the stranger he had 
come to introduce, the former of whom, 
laying his hand on the old falconer's shoul- 
der, thus commenced his attack in £ivour 
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of his companion, having just arrived, as he 
thought, in the nick of time :— 

" Thou art complaining of had falconers 
and careless tenders, as I apprehend, mine 
old friend," said he ; " now, what shall be 
my guerdon, if I tell thee of a falcon^ the 
like of which ye never saw ?'* 

" Ha, ha! — and where, I pray you, 
perches the bird sic as I never saw ?— 
and who is he that tells me so ?" said he, 
eyeing the boaster from head to foot,^with 
a settled look of contempt ;---" a proper 
judge, I ween, of the properties of a hawk ! 
Na, na ! ye needna think to fool him that 
gait, that's seen the King o' Denmark's 
mews, and the wale o' Norway hawks. But, 
an ye like, Maister Macsticket, where is 
this rara atis^ as his Majesty wad ca' it T 

** Why, that,^' said his kinsman, " I came 
here to tell ye. — This honest man whom 
thou beholdest is her owner, and the bird 
herself is now in my house at Mussel-' 
burgh, where thou mayest see her." 

" Hooly, hooly, good neighbour !" said 
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the old man, in a moody tone ; '^ can the 
man no bring her here ? — for, truly, I have 
travel enough, without going yont to Mus- 
selburgh, and, mayhap, on a gowk's errand^ 
after all, an he have nae mair skeel o' a 
hawk than ye hae. I canna forget your 
speaking to me in that fashion anent what 
ye ken naething about — ^me, that gaed all 
the way to Denmark wi' the King, when 
we brought hame the Queen, and saw the 
wale o' hawks, frae the eagle to the mer- 
Hn/' 

*' Nay/' said his reverence, becoming 
somewhat offended in his turn, ^^ I indeed 
know little of hawks, and care less ; it would 
ill become me to be fashing my head with 
hawks and hounds, dogs and horses, and 
adike vanities ; but I thought to do you a 
pleasure by bringing to you this honest 
man, who seems to understand the craft as 
well as yourself ; but if ye dinna want the 
bird, why, nae mair about it^—^there's nae 
ill in all that's come and gane yef 

The stranger, who began to feel alanxied 
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at this discourteous dialogue, on a subject 
80 interesting to himself, now became his 
own spokesman, and, narrating that he had 
but just arrived from abroad, descanted so 
learnedly upon the subjecti using so fami* 
liarly the sporting slang of the period, and 
expressing himself so technically, that the 
old man, shrugging up his shoulders, and 
peering from imder his shaggy grey eye- 
brows, exclaimed — 

** By my faith ! I'm thinking ye do ken 
something o' the craft ; and if your hawk 
be any thing like what ye say, ye may look 
for no small guerdon, for our King hath a 
liberal hand to reward them who serve him 
in aught that jumps wi' his humours/' 

" However that may be," said Austin, 
^^ if you will stand my friend on this occa- 
sion, I promise you that you shall have no 
cause to repent it But I have still another 
wish to fulfil — I am aman out of employment, 
and thou knowest, I make no doubt, that 
an old falconer cannot leave ofiF the trade." 

*• That do I," said the old man ; '' for 
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here's myseF, that's weel stricken in years, 
I love the sport that weel, that when a fal* 
con qiakes a' stately flighty and strikes her 
quarry £iirly, I dinna mind but that I'm 
still a callant: — ^Now, if I tak ye right, ye 
wadna care to be employed under me ?" 

The stranger paid a compliment to his 
penetration, and he continued—** Weel, 
that shall be cared for, — ^but there is a time 
for every thing." 

" Certainly,^' replied his kinsman, ** to 
every thing there is a season, and a time to 
every thing under the heaven, as Solomon 
saith— * a time to be bom, and a time to die ; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up 
that which is planted ; a time to'—" 

** Nay, an ye be gaun to repeat a whole 
chapter," said the old man, interrupting 
him, ** this is the time to tell ye, I hae nae 
time to listen to ye ; sae gang in there," 
said he, pushing them before him toward 
a door which opened to a passage in one of 
the outer buildings of the palace, appro* 
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priated to the attendants on horse^ hounds 
and hawk. 

^^ Now ye maun turn to the right, and 
enter the first door ye find, and tarry ye 
there till I come " 

So saying, he took his way through a 
different avenue, and they, following his 
directions, found themselves in a comfort- 
able small room, garnished in sundry parts 
with the emblems of the owner's office, — 
jesses, bewits, leashes, and hoods, hanging 
from nails driven into the walls, adorned 
the sanctum san/ctorum of his Majesty's 
falconer. They had remained in this apart* 
ment nearly half an hour, when the stran- 
ger, observing a hawk's hood of a peculiat 
construction, took it from the hook on which 
it was suspended, and partly from curiosity^ 
partly firom a wish to avoid any further 
conversation with his conductor, continued 
to examine it, until the return of the fal« 
coner. 

" WeeV said the old man, as he return- 
ed, *' I have seen his Majesty, and he will 
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be pleased to look upon that same bird of 
yours at eight hours to-morrow morning ; 
but I rede ye tak tent that she comes up 
to your report, or mak us quit o' you, while 
you're in a hale skin, for the Eang's patience 
gangs into sma* bouk when he's disappoint- 
ed ; and ye see he's unco keen about her, 
because she's white, and we never had a 
dean white ane before, nor indeed, for that 
matter, was there a single white ane in the 
King o' Denmark's mews when I was awa' 
wi' his Majesty ; so, an she be but as weel 
trained as ye say, there's little doubt o' em- 
ployment for her and you baith." 

The stranger, during this speech of He- 
ronshaw's, felt the most unbounded joy, of 
which he, however, allowed no more to pass 
into his countenance than what beseemed 
the occasion. — ^He still held the hood in his 
hand, which the old man perceiving, — 

" See ye any thing strangfe," said he, 
^ about that hood, that ye examine it sae 
narrowly ?" 

" Certainly," replied the stranger, " I 
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see a great iinproveinent on the common 
fashion ;'' at the same time, he pointed out 
what he deemed its advantages, and praised 
the ingenuity of the contrivance. This ap- 
peared highly to delight the old falconer, 
for, turning to his kinsman,-^ 

" See what it is now," said he, " to have 
been abroad, and to have seen something 
o' guid sport, and to ken somewhat o' the 
training o' hawks ; I could never mak the 
gomerils here, understand the beauty o' the 
alteration I made in the running o* thae 
strings.'* 

" And now," said mine host, •^ that ye 
seem to have gotten over that contrarious 
humour o* thine, I wish, if it be convenient, 
ye would give me a draught of somewhat 
to slake iny thirst ; for, with all due reve- 
rence to the holy text be it spokepi * I pant 
even as the hart for the water brooks ;' yet," 
continued he* " ye need not tak me entire- 
ly in the literal sense^ for^ although water 
be a wholesome beverage, and a most use- 
ful liquid, seeing it formetb a component 




ST JOHXSTOUN. 5S 

part of many excellent liquors ; yet I appre- 
hend, that in this cold weather, and espe- 
cially after a long walk, that wherein there 
is more strength tendeth more to the com- 
forting of the stomachs 

<« Say no more, man, say no more,** said 
Heronshaw ; ** when heard ye o' an auld fid- 
coner's drinking the pmre element^ or reoom* 
mending it to his friends ?— 4md sure the 
guid stark wine is not so scarce wi* his Ma- 
jesty's knaves, that we need be grudging a 
soup o' it to our cummers.— -But, to say 
sooth, I have scarce gotten ower the brangle 
I had wi' that careless lout ye found me 
wi' — a murrain take him ! But sit ye 
down, and ye shall neither want guid meat 
nor guid drink to synd it down withal." 

Being about the customary hour of din- 
ner-time with his guests, they made no ob- 
jection to partake of that meal with him ; 
which, having discussed, and being about 
to take their leave of the old man^ he again 
dbttrged the stranger to be punctual in his 



54 ST JOHNSTOUN. 

attendance on the following morning— an 
adtnonition there was smaU chance of his 
disregarding. 

On leaving the palace, the stranger ex« 
pressed a wish to visit the city, and was 
conducted through the principal streets by 
Macsticket, in passing along which, he oc- 
casionally remarked to his companion the 
changes which had taken place during the 
years he had been abroad, (not having seen 
it for seventeen years, when he had paid it a 
visit,) and proposed ascending the Castle- 
Hill, that he might become better acquaint- 
ed with its extension ; his companion, how- 
ever, strongly objected to this additional 
fatigue in his own person, and promised to 
wait for him till he should have satisfied 
his curiosity, at the house of an acqwunt- 
ance, who lived in the suburbs of the town^ 
on the road to Musselburgh, and where he 
gave him a direction to find him. This re- 
fusal of his host to accompany him in his 
extended walk had been, foreseen by thd 
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stranger, from sundry puffings aiid blow- 
ings, joined to heavy complaints of the toil- 
some distance between Musselburgh and 
the city ; the proposal of ascending the hill, 
therefore, suggested itself to him as a pro- 
bable means of leaving him at liberty to 
prosecute his search for the person men- 
tioned by his female companion in the be- 
ginning of this chapter. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



No holy priest in the temple stands. 

No incense from the altars rise \ 
For the church hath lost her good broad lands. 

And the holy priest in exile dies. 

OldJSattatL 



The stranger, availing himself instantly 
of his separation from his companion, turn- 
ed with a swift step to seek the wynd, to 
which the direction he had received led him ; 
and, after some search, dived into its dark 
and narrow confines, where, on inquiring 
for William Fleming, he was asked by a 
little ragged boy, if it was the gaberlunzie 
man he speered after, and on answering in 
' the affirmative, was conducted up a wretch- 
ed stair, where, upon knocking at a door, 
it was presently opened by an aged man, 
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whose tall and somewhat bending figure 
was wrapped in a tunic of coarse grey doth, 
garnished in many places with patches, 
which in colour appeared to match but iti-« 
differently with the threadbare garment. 
His white hairs were nearly concealed by a 
blue bonnet, of the shape still worn by 
many old men in Scotland. His &ce was 
pale, and on each feature were marked alike 
the traces of sorrow and resignation ; his 
eyes alone appeared untouched by the lead- 
en hand of time, as if in reverence of the 
divinity which seemed reflected through 
them. He was about to inquire the busi- 
ness of his visitor, when the latter abruptly 
entering, shut the door, and secured it with 
its wood^u bolt. The old man, stepping a 
few paee« back, exdaimed, ** Explain what 
thou meanest, stranger, by this wddeu in* 
trusion ?** 

^* 1 cannot be mistaken,** said Austin^ 
looking earnestly at him ; '« for though we 
have never before met, you are well known to 
many with whom I have assodi^ted, i(nd ( 
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may venture to affirm, that it is with Father 
Leonard that I now hold communion." 

*' And who hath informed ye that I am 
other than I seem ?" returned the old man ; 
*' and were that the case, what would ye 
with one, over whom now hangs the sen- 
tence of the law, and with whom it were 
dangerous to consort ?" 

*' Fear not, father," said the stranger, 
^*no betrayer of the true faith now addresses 
you, but a zealous member of the Society of 
Jesus, who is charged by our General to de- 
liver this packet to you, with his spiritual 
benediction^ and hearty commendation." 

So saying, he took a paper from the 
breast of his doublet, and presented it to 
Father Leonard, which the father having 
opened and looked on, exclaimed, *^ It is the 
signature of the holy Vicegerent of God him-* 
self, which I hold in my hand!" And having 
•devoutly crossed himself, he proceeded to 
read the scroll, being a brief or circular let« 
ter, signed by his Holiness the Pope, com- 
manding all true Catholics to aid an4 as* 
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sirt the bearer, Father Fatullo, 
Austin, to the best of their alnlities, in 
whatever manner he might require, for 
the advancement and establishment of the 
Catholic faith, under pain of excommuni- 
cation. The old man folded and returned 
the paper again to the Jesuit. 

*^ And what, brother, is required of me 
by holy mother church ? Would to God ?* 
said he, clasping his withered hands, and 
looking upward with the saint-like expres- 
sion of a martyr, — ** Would to Grod that the 
shedding of the blood which now creeps hea- 
vily along these veins, could avail for her ad- 
vancement ! but, alas ! what can a wretched 
feeble being like me accomplish ?" 

Much, holy father,'' replied the Jesuit, 

much may be expected from your pray- 
ers, your advice, and your performance in 
secret of the holy rites of our religion ; and 
it is in these alone I shall requise your as- 
sistance." 

'^ And^ behold by these tokens,** said the 
old man, directing the attention of the Je^- 
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suit, (for 80 we shall now call him,) to his 
garments, and the wretched apartment, 
** that I have not shrunk from these im- 
portant duties in a deluded land; and I 
bless God, that my feeble services have com^ 
forted many, and that many have, at my 
hands, received that sacred rite, by which 
their souls have passed, purged from the 
dross of this world, to the joys of a better ; 
for there is still a remnant of the £ftithfril 
remaining in this erring city, to whose 
houses I gain admittance, under the pretext 
of receiving alms, and thus have I now \u 
ved for upwards of thirty years without dis- 
covery, and am content to live, for the short 
space which may be yet allotted me,-«-no 
longer, indeed, respected by the people, and 
the confessor of Queens, — ^no longer sdmi* 
nistering the holy sacraments under the 
sainted iroof of St Anthony, but a poor, 
proscribed, despised, and solitary old man ; 
yet in this, richer and happier than King 
James upon his throne,*— that I have not, 
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faim, forsaken and trampled upon the 
religion in which I was baptised.** 

*^ Yet,"* said the Jesuit^ '' there are many 
who think better times await us here, and 
that the King is at heart no heretic.'' 

<' Ah ! believe it not» my son," returned 
Father Leonard ; *^ the Catholics will never 
be the better of James^ unless they are first 
favoured by some other cause ; he may then 
indeed profess again the fiuth from which 
he hath departed; for his weak nature is 
ever led by those who surround him, and he 
was. bom to be moulded by circumstance: 
but tell me not that there is faith or man* 
hood in him, who saw his injured mother 
fill! beneath the axe of that perfidious wo- 
man, Elissabeth of England, and struck not 
one blow to save (»r to avenge her." A 
&int glow of iodignation passed over his 
pallid cheek, and he continued, — ^* D^e- 
nerated, indeed, is he fix>m the noble spirit 
of his sainted mother, who thus can truckle 
to her murderer." 

'' But^ Either/' said the Jesuit, '^ you 
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snxely forget that open violence oould never 
have succeeded against a power so supenor 
as that of England^ and that, hy a ruptdre 
with its Qneen» he would probaUy have 
lost all chance of sncoeeding her." 

'* True,'' said the &ther, with a smile of 
contempt, '* these are worldly reasons; but 
when, I pray you, tarried a noble heart to 
weigh the niceties of loss and gain, when 
outraged and insulted in the sacred person 
of a parent ? But, in forsaking the hdy 
£Eiith of his ancestors, all nobleness and vum 
lour have forsaken him ; yet, God fbr^ve 
me !" said he, bowing his head with lowly 
humility, ** it is unto thee^ Omnipotent Fa- 
ther, that vengeance belongeth, and thou 
wilt repay it. — But thou hast not. yet 
unfolded to me, my son, the way in which 
thou dost purpose to extend my usefulness ^ 
speak then, for thou shalt find me willing, 
even to the death/' 

It shall be told thee," said the Jesuit^ 
in a few words. — ^Thou mayest perhapsre* 
meQtiber two daughters of the Lord Osborne, 
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at the court of thy last xoyal mistress, the el« 
der of whom became professed in theConvent 
of theUrmilines at Home, of which house she 
is now Superior ; and the younger married 
the heretical Lord Somerdale, and is latdy 
dead, but who has left an only daughter, of 
whom I would speak." 

^* She is, indeed, dead,** said the £ither, 
'* and left, as thou sayest, a daughter. I 
myself administered the last consolations 
of religion to the lady Somerdale, as I be- 
think me, some fourteen months gone by ; 
much had she suffered, as the meet recom- 
pense of her error, in choosing for her hus* 
band one excluded from the pale of our 
church. But her repentance was sincere, 
and her fSdth unwavering ; nor was she des- 
titute of the means of bestowing on the 
church such gifts as are acceptable to God, 
and available for the pardon of that ftailty 
which ever deaveth to mortality, for her 
economy had saved a considerable sum, 
I transmitted to the (Jrsulines afe 



64 ST JOHNSTOUN. 

Rome, to be expended in masses for her 
soul." 

" But," said the Jesuit, " you have not 
yet spoken of her daughter — ^Doth she still 
adhere to her mother's faith ?" 

*^ She did," returned the father, ** at the 
time of her mother's death, and had it noj^ 
been for her, the isoul of the lady had pass- 
ed in pea«e ; but great was the anguish 
which she sustained as the time of her de- 
parture approached, when she reflected on 
the temptations to which her daughter might 
be subjected in an evil land, where all have 
departed from the way of salvation ; and 
earnestly did she entreat her husband that 
her cluld might be permitted to seek the 
protection of her aunt at Rome, but he 
was inexorable ; and at his own death, (for 
he too is now in eternity,) he left his bro* 
ther guardian of his daughter and her for^ 
tune ; who, being on the eve of his depart- 
ure for a foreign country, to prevent her 
fulfilling the wishes of her mother, procured- 
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her to wait upon the Queen, as one of her 
gentlewomen ; and much I tremhle for the 
poor young creature in her office of peril, 
where it is impossihle for me to approach, 
to strengthen her faith, or warn her of her 
danger ; yet, of all the maidens these old eyes 
have ever yet heheld« she hath the firmest 
mind ; for, doating on her mother almost 
to idolatry, she beheld her long protracted 
pangs without one tear or gesture to in- 
crease their bitterness ; and when the soul 
had fled its earthly mansion, it was indeed 
a sight of awe to behold so young a maiden 
take upon herself the last sad offices survi<^ 
vors render to humanity, that no imhaU 
lowed, and no meaner hand might touch 
the honoured relics. Ah ! woe to them who 
would withdraw her from the arms of holy 
church, to cast her into those of Satan !" 

** This shall be cared for, £ither," said 
the Jesuit, '^ and she shall yet escape as a 
prey from the fowler ; for, be it known to 
you« that her aunt, having obtained per« 
mission from his Holiness to leave her con* 
vent» for the purpose of snatching this child 
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of her sister from the fangs of the here* 
tics, arrived with me in Scotland but yes- 
terday, and now awaits the course of events 
at Musselburgh." He then proceeded to 
inform Father Leonard of the scheme he had 
formed for gaining admittance to the pa- 
lace, and concluded by saying, that should 
she, for whom the church had shewn so 
much anxiety, prove refractory, his aid, as 
her mother's confessor, was likely to avail 
much. 

'' And now, peace be with thee, holy £ei« 
ther,'' said the Jesuit ; *' thou shalt have 
timely notice in what thou canst aid us; 
but I must now hasten to rejoin my con- 
ductor, whom I have kept awaiting me.** 

'* Farewell, my son," said the old man ; 
'^ thou shalt find me ready whenever I am 
called upon." 

As the Jesuit*s steps mechanically led him 
to join his companion at the appointed places 
his mind was deeply absorbed in contem* 
plating plans for the destruction of othergi 
and his own advancement. 

'' Yes,** said h^ *' the proud dream 4)f 
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power, that hath grown with my growth, 
and strengthened with my strength, shall 
yet be realized, or this world holds no other 
good for me ; for it is not the mean fear of 
sleeping the long sleep of eternity, that 
shall prevent my ascending that arduous 
and lofty eminence, whereon is placed the 
goal of my desires, and where, once arrived, 
the fame of the warlike Ignatius, and his 
more politic successor, shall fiide before mine 
as the stars before the morning sun ; — then 
shall our monarchy become perfected, and 
every other be subjected to it, and all who 
hwire hitherto opposed our sway be made to 
trCTable."* 

But, leaving the Jesuit to the workings 
of his ambition, we shall take this opportu* 
nity of unfolding to the reader his history 
sskd his views. 

Oliver Fatullo was a native of Scotland, 
and the twin son of a creature of Cardinal 
Beaton's, whom that ambitious churchman 
had sent on a secret mission to Bome, where 
he eanied with him the person whose 
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tory we are relating, then a childi — Cleaving 
in Scotland his other son^ who hecame af- 
terwards chamberlain to Esm^ Stuart, Duke 
of Lennox, and accompanied him in his jour- 
ney to France, whither he was banished by 
the faction concerned in the Raid of Ruth- 
yen. Meanwhile, Oliver, whom his father 
left abroad on his own return to Scotland, 
was, according to his wish, educated in a 
college of the Jesuits ; where, soon beco- 
ming conspicuous for depth of genius, apt- 
ness for intrigue, extraordinary courage of 
mind, and strength of body, his talents were 
fostered with the greatest care. Nor was 
this care unrequited in the manner antid- 
pated from the promise of his early years; 
for, on being admitted a professor in the So- 
ciety, wherever a deep and dangerous ser- 
vice was to be performed, there was he em-> 
ployed, and seldom did his enterprizes fail 
of success. Already, at the command of his 
General, had he traversed, on various mis- 
sions, the whole of the continent of Europe, 
and, assuming as many characters as he had 
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objects to achieve, he had become familiar 
with the oomisels of Princes, and the in- 
trigues of courts, and accomplished more for 
the benefit of Rome, than perhaps any other 
individual in similar circumstances. For 
promoting the aggrandizement of his order, 
his zeal was unwearied; and he had the 
gratification of beholding himself esteemed 
the most active and intrepid member of 
the Society, and of obtaining the highest 
rank, next to the General^s^ permitted in 
the order; — But his ambition took still a 
loftier flight. Accustomed from early youth 
to bend every faculty of his mind to the 
consideration of the interests and exaltation 
of the fraternity, he had become so inti- 
mately acquainted with its government and 
views, that his bold and penetrating genius 
discovered every flaw in its organization, 
and had formed, on this knowledge of its 
imperfections, such plans for strengthening 
and extending its influence, that the idea 
of directing the whole machine, by one day 
becoming its head, had never ceased to oc- 
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cupy his ima^ation. But, in order to 
achieve this object so earnestly desired^ it 
was necessary that he should become still 
more conspicuous as the champion of Ca- 
tholicism ; for he had been assured by his 
Greneral, that could he accomplish the over- 
throw of the reformed religion in Scotland^ 
he would himself point him out as his sue* 
cessor, in the event of his sntviying him j 
and the Pope had promised to reward his en- 
deavours in this cause, with honours ^nd 
riches, such as were only bestowed on the 
most favoured sons of the church. The 
spirit of Fatullo, rising with the occasion^ 
presented to his imagination the brilliant 
prospects of the future, as viewed by ambi- 
tion, and sketched by the hand of the mas- 
ter-fiend. 

The issue of his sinister schemes, and the 
means he took to ensure their success, re^ 
main to be narrated. Meanwhile, we shall 
leave him to rejoin his clerical companion, 
and to accompany him back to Musselburgh. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Now match me this horse, ciy'd the King in his glee, 
Or shew me a tyke of this stag-hound's degree ; 
And still, if the horse and the hound ye shou'd ding, 
Here's a fiilcon, whose marrow ye ne're could bring. 

Old Ballad. 



A FEW minutes before the time appoint- 
ed by Heronshaw, on the following morn- 
ing, the Jesuit made his appearance with 
his hawk, at the door of the old falconer's 
little chamber at Holyrood. 

" Right— I see ye are punctual," said 
the old man, with a smile of approbation on 
his withered countenance, which gradually 
expanded into a grin of satisfiu^on, as he 
examined the bird. ** A bonnie falcon is 
she» in sooth," said he ; ** and if she belies 
not her looks, ye may keep yoursel cosey for 
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the rest o* your days, or Pin no true pro- 
phet ; but come away, his Majesty is walk- 
ing in the Park, as is his brdinair at this 
hour, when he's po at the hunting ; and we 
mustna bide here another minute, for he 
will be wearying, I'se warrant him.** 

The Jesuit accompanied him through 
several courts, till at length they entered 
the eastermost one, which was bounded on 
the north by the Chapel- Royal ; from 
whence they passed by a private door, into 
that part of the Park, then covered with 
majestic trees, which forms a narrow plain 
between the Palace and the •foot of the hill 
called Salisbury Craigs. 

They had proceeded but a short way 
from the Palace, when Heronshaw pointed 
out between the boles of the trees, his Ma- 
jesty, advancing at some distance,' accom- 
panied by an attendant on whom he leaned. 

" Bide ye here a minute," said the old 
man, *^ and dinna be ower sair daunted at 
the presence o* the Kin^, for ye carry that 
upon your neive would gang near to mak 
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ye welcome^ were ye the de'il himsel, or the 
Lord Bothwell, that he likes muckle waur ; 
but watch ye me, and when I gie ye a 
waive, come on ; but dinna forget to tak off 
your bonnet, and mak a low reverence." 

So saying, he went forward, and the Je« 
suit saw him place himself within a few 
paces of his Majesty, on the side of the 
path-way in which the King was walking, 
who, on coming up, stopped for an instant, 
and spoke to him, and as he passed on, 
the old man fell into the rear, and made 
the appointed signal for the Jesuit to ad- 
vance, which he accordingly obeyed, and 
doffing his bonnet, bent one knee to the 
ground, while he supported the hand on 
which the bird sat with the other. As he 
remained in this position for a few seconds, 
till the King came up, he was forcibly 
struck with the singular contrast presented 
by the persons of his Majesty and his at- 
tendant. James was of middle stature, 
and not ill proportioned, but appeared short, 
broad, and awkward, from the isuperabun- 
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dant fulness and many plaitii^s of bis 
clothes, which were evidently stuffed tcr re- 
sist any weapon aimed against his person* 
There was also a striking inelegance i& a;U 
his movements, and a shambling app^ur- 
ance in his gait, occasioned by the weak- 
ness of his legs, which, in walking, were 
ever thrown out to the sides, beyond the 
perpendicular of his body, forming, as it 
were, a semi-circular step ; owing to this in- 
firmity, he seldom walked far, and still 
more seldom without a supporter. His fea- 
tures, though not irregular, were by no 
means pleasing, principally from a cast^of 
cunnkg in then: expression, and from the 
constant movement of his large eyes, that 
seemed ever rolling about in quest of some 
new face, which, when found, they fastened 
upon with a stare so unrelenting, that few 
people felt at ease under their gaze. 

The young man by whom his Majesty 
was attended, appeared scarcely to have at- 
tained his twentieth year; his figure was 
tall, and of perfect symmetry; he mas 
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dothed in a dress of green velvet, richly 
laced, which was fitted so well to his shape, 
that it exhibited, in a remarkable degree, 
the flexible graces of youth. His &ce was 
Jbandsome, and animated by a wild and 
ndrthftd recklessness, in the expression of 
hi3 clear dark eyes and arched brows; 
which appearance of careless gaiety was 
further strengthened by the n^ligent air 
with, which he wore his hat and feather, 
and the manner in which his short fur 
doak was flung back from his left shoulder, 
to give place to his Majesty's hand, that 
tested on it. 

^' Rise, man," said the King, ^^ and place 
the bird mair upon a level with us. — Ha ! 
Ruthven," he continued, addressing his 
young attendant, while every line of his 
countenance was marked with the most rap- 
turous delight, ** this is indeed a bonnie 
gyr-falcon-— how purely white she is — ^no 
ae tinged feather ! what length o' body ! 
and what strong talons — how open, and 
how lai^ they are ! I'll warrant her a noble 
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striker, — ^Where cam she from ?" said the 
King, eagerly, to the Jesuit ; " and what 
price set ye on her ?" : - 

** She is yours, if it so pleases you, my 
Liege, without price," said the Jesuit with 
a beud of humility, and waiving the first 
question ; " but I crave of your Majesty, if 
such is your pleasure, that I may be allow- 
ed to attend her." 

" What !" returned the King, in an ac- 
cent of astonishment ; ^^ doth a loon l&e 
thee — ^for thy dress and request bespeak 
thee of the lower rank in life — ^mak us a 
present which it might beseem ae prince 
to mak to anither, and ask nae higher boon 
than that whilk thou hast named ! — This, 
is maist extraordinary," continued the King. 
'^ Bethink thee, man, of what thou sayest ; 
and inform us from whence thou hadst this 
scarce and noble bird ?" 

" If your Majesty will graciously allow 
me to speak without witnesses," replied the 
Jesuit, " I may be emboldened by your 
Majesty's permission, to crave of your in- 
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dulgence yet another favour, and will make 
ailswer to all your Majesty's questions.'' 

" Is it your Majesty's pleasure that I 
should walk aside ?" said the young gen- 
tleman who attended the King. 

** Not so," said James ; " let him follow 
us, and we will presently hear what he hath 
to say." 

Accordingly, as soon as they reached the 
Palace, he ordered the Jesuit to he hrought ' 
to his presence; directing, at the same 
time, some of his attendants to remain in 
the.anti-chamher, near the door of his apart- 
ment. 

<* Weel," said his Majesty, as soon as he 
appeared, ** now, speak freely, man, and mak 
known your request." 

The Jesuit advanced toward the upper 
end of the apartment, and approached closer 
than his Majesty apparently deemed safe, 
for it eaused him to make a retrograde mo- 
tion, accompanied hy a very perceptihle de- 
gree of alarm, which, however, instantly 
subsided, when the Jesuit, kneeling before 
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him, thus addressed him, in a low and sup- 
plicating voice :— ** I most humUy craye 
your Majesty's pardon/* said he, " should 
I, in performing the Itet command of a 
dear and honoured master, trespass upon 
your clemency ; and considering the length 
of time that hath elapsed since his lament^ 
ed decease, it may prohahly surprise your 
Majesty, when I inform you, that, the fal- 
con you have just seen, must be considered 
by your Majesty as the gift of the noble 
£sm^ Stuart, Duke of Lennox." 

" How !" said James, extending his eyes, 
and exhibiting every mark of the most pear* 
plexed amazement. ^ How ! Esm^ Stuart ? 
Why, man, thou art certes beside thysd ; 
ken ye not that seeventeen years have pass- 
ed since the Duke died in a foreign land ? 
What strange story is this ? and for what 
purpose dost thou relate sic improbabili- 
ties ?*• 

'* If your Majesty will be pleased to hear 
me, I will explain what I am sensible must 
indeed appear improbable," said the Jesuit, 
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as he drew a few steps nearer to the King, 
whoj on this movement, exclaimed,—- 

'' Stand hack, man, or I will jHresently 
haye thee punished for sic £imiliar hold- 
ness;" 

The Jesuit immediately moved from the 
place he occupied i and with a look of the 
faumUest contrition £)r his offence, placed 
himself on the opposite side of the table 
which stood near the King^ and resumed 
Im story^ 

** To that foreign land where the Duke 
ivia banished, may it please .your Majesty, 
1 Ibllowed him ; and, as his favourite and 
cDDifidential servant, witnessed the pangs of 
separation from your Majesty, which broke 
his noble heart. In his dying hours, he 
pondered on some memorial which might 
best recall him to your Majesty's remem- 
bnuice ; and giving me a purse of gold, made 
me take a solemn oath to search out and 
train for your Majesty's ufie, a falcon, of 
tlie kind most rare and esteemed ; which 
having done,^ I was mysdf to present to 
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your Majesty, as the last offering of his 
devoted heart tp his benefactor, friend,, and 
prince/' 

The Jesuit paused as he finished the last 
sentence, and ventured to cast a glance on 
the face of the King, on whom his conclu- 
ding words seemed to have acted like a 
charm. For as his earliest and best-be- 
loved friend was thus forcibly brought back 
to his recollection, every feature relaxed^ and 
his countenance underwent many changes. 
There appeared to him something almost 
supernatural in a message and gift thus de- 
livered from a being long since ^imbled 
into dust, whose soul had once been knit 
to his ; and as the memory of past years 
returned, the very voice of the dead seem- 
ed sounding in his ears ; all else was for 
the time forgotten ; and two large natural 
drops gushed from his eyes, and rolled down 
his cheeks ; but recovering himself with a 
sudden effort, he demanded of the Jesuit, 
what had caused the extraordinary de- 
lay of so many years in the frilfilment of 
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liis xnisdon ; and if he had aught to pro- 
duce in attestation of the truth of his 
story. 

The Jesuit was not unprepared for these 
questions ; and perceiving, with exultation, 
that the effects of his fabricated tale had 
fidlen nothing short of his expectations, he 
proceeded with more confidence, and that 
undaunted brow which seined to bear the 
stamp of truth. 

** So please your Majesty to hearken to 
my lowly history, since the period of my 
noble master's death," he said, *' and you 
will be satisfied, that in this delay, no blame 
em be {tttacbed to me** 

** Speak op, man," said the King ; ** and 
that quickly/' 

. Having obtained this permission, he pro- 
oeeded. — ** As soon as the last obsequies 
were rendered to the lamented remains of 
my honoiured master, eager to accomplish 
his wish, I left France with an intention 
of passing through Germany ; but when 

D 8 
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« 

there, the anxiety and watehing I liad ex- 
perienced before my master's death, joined 
to the fatigue of my journey, threw me into 
a fever, which terminated in a disease of 
' the brain, under which I laboured for many 
monthly, during which time the place of my 
residence had been frequently changed; 
and when at length I was restored to re^ 
son, I discovered that I had lost, together 
with nearly all that was my own, the eon« 
tents of that purse, which was to have en- 
abled me to perform a promise, the most 
binding I could conceive, as made to a 
dying benefactor. I shall not presume to 
trouble your Majesty with a recital of my 
ineffectual efforts to recover the gold ; but 
shall now put into your hands the purse 
that contained it, and which the careless- 
ness of those by whom 1 had been pluup 
dered, had caused them to leave among my 
raiment. I have heard my master say it 
was once your Majesty's, and it is too re- 
markable, I think, not to be recognized.'' 
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As he said this^ he drew the purse from 
his bosom and delivered it to the King, 
who now allowed his approach without any 
symptom of fear. It was composed of scar- 
let taffety, richly embroidered with gold ; 
0n one side were the letters M. R., sur- 
mounted by a crown, and joined to the ini- 
tials H. D. ; and on the other, two hearts, 
with the motto^ ^ L' Amour nous unis.^ It 
was the work of the unfortunate Mary, and 
had been her gift, in the first days of love, 
to the no less unfortunate Damley. The 
King immediately recollected the purse, 
and also his having bestowed it as a mark 
of affection on his favourite. 

^^ It is sufficient," said the King ; ** finish 
your story, man, but be bnef." 

*^ After my loss," continued the narrator, 
^ it was vain for me to prosecute my jour- 
ney in the hope o£ procuring a fidcon of 
tiiat valuable kind, which could alone be a 
gtft worthy of my noble master, or accept- 
able to your Majesty. I therefore entered 
into the service of another master, whose 
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liberality, after ten years, enabled me to 
join myself with a Jew-merchant, who was 
travelling to the Low Countries, where I 
was at length enabled to realize what I 
deemed sufficient for my purpose, when I 
immediately made a journey to the north- 
ernmost extremity of Norway, and was so 
fortunate as to meet with the bird your 
Majesty hath now seen, and which I have 
spared no pains in training both for the ri- 
ver and the field. And now, might your 
Majesty's humble vassal crave a boon, it 
would be, that it may remain unknown 
whom I have served, or that the falcon was 
a bequest of my late master, seeing that, 
while abroad, I consorted for some space 
with a man deeply skilled in simdry of the 
high sciences, who, by his art in palmistry, 
foretold that, should I again venture to vi- 
sit the capital of Scotland, it was ordained 
that I should run a bloody risk from the 
descendants of those enemies of my master 
who caused his banishment This* predic- 
tion, though at first it srade an impression 
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on my mind, had since well nigh escaped 
my recollection^ till it was recalled to my 
remembrance within this hour, when your 
Majesty, in speaking to your attendant in 
the park, pronoimced the name of one of 
the fiamily of my noble master's most inve* 
terate foes." 

'^ Tush, man," said the King, ^ what 
wad it advantage the descendants of the 
Lord Growrie to harm thee, that they should 
&8h themsels about a carle o' thy d^ree ; 
thou shalt have no cause, however, fbr 
thy foolish fears, for it is my pleasure that 
the name o' the late Duke be not allowed 
to pass thy lips ; it is of power to conjure up 
that whilk hath long slept within mine own 
bosom, and might have some effect on 
others." A- gloomy expression overspread 
the brow of the King ; and he continued to 
mutter to himself, as if unconscious of be* 
ing overheard :— " The sight o' that bird is 
dangerous ; it will o wer forcibly recal the £ite 
of him I loved entirely — of him whose mar- 
row I shall ne'er see again ; yet it was his 



8C ST JOHNSTQUN. 

last request^ and it were in sooth a pity to 
lose sic a bird : I matin keep the hawk at 
all events. — ^Here,'' said his Majesty, again 
spel^Ling to the Jesuit, and taking from an 
escritoir a bag containing fifty rose^nobles ; 
tor hifi admiration o£ the bird, and the e£* 
feet of the story so recently told by the Je- 
ftnit, had occasioned one of those lavish :fits, 
to which he was subject through life, though 
he seldom failed to repent having commit- 
ted such acts of generosity-—'^ Here is gol^ 
man, jto mark our approbation of your fide- 
lity— -be as faithful to your Sovereign as^ ye 
have been to the Duke, and ye will secure 
our fiivour. Ye appear,'' he added, ^ ta be a 
sensible man, and your bearing seemeth to 
us beyond your station. How chancetiii 
your so proper speech ?" 

« Some pains were taken with my inrtruc 
tion, so please your Majesty,'* replied the 
Jesuit ; '^ and my long attendance as cham- 
berlain to the Duke,* and my residence 
abroad, have given me some &w advaov 
tages.** 
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^^ It is weel,^ said the Eang ; '' now, seek 
ye out our falconer^ auld Heronshaw^ and 
instruct him of our pleasure, that ye do in 
future assist him in the care o' the hawks, 
and that ye be provided wi' an apartment 
near his own — ^But» hark ye, man, what 
is your name ?" 

*^ Francis Austin, may it please your 
Majesty/' said the Jesuit, *^ is the name I 
have assumed, having dropped that of F&- 
fxiOo, by which I was known while in the 
Duke's service, lest I should be recognised 
Aereby.'* . 

*** Bight, right,'' said his Majesty, ^ it is 
weel ordered ; that might have discovered 
ye—so, enough o' what is past ; let it ncA 
again be mentioned ; we will try the bird 
shortly." 

The Jesuit bowed low in token of obe- 
dience ; and, as he left the apartment, re- 
plied, ^ The vassal of your Majesty knows 
hofw to be faithfid to the commands of 
King." 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Give me my guerdon— 4iard unyielding gold; 
Something to touch and handle for my sendee; 
No visionary payment will I have 
That slips the fingers ere it be well grasp'd. 

The ZtfifuboTtU 

When the Jesuit retired from the apart- 
ment in which he had remamed alone with 
the King for the space of half an hour, he 
immediately proceeded to join old Heron- 
shaw, whom he found anxiously awaiting 
him in his chamber, where he was seated on 
a settle, with a small table before him^ on 
which stood a flask of foaming ale. 

" Am I true prophet, or no ?** said he^ 
as soon as the Jesuit entered ; ** or has it 
been for naught that ye hae had sic a tack o^ 
his Majesty's lug ? 'By my faith, but ye are 
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highly favoured else,^ continued* he, with a 
glance in which curiosity and jealousy seem- 
ed contending ; for although he had pre- 
dicted that much favour would be shewn 
him by the King on account of the Mean, 
yet was he not prepared for the degree of 
personal notice his Majesty had evinced to- 
wards him, in admitting him to so long and 
private a conference ; and, with the suspi- 
ciousness of age, augured no good to his 
own consequence from this circumstance. 
He continued, '* But that supple knee o' 
thine, wi* the rest of your grand outland« 
ish iourishes, maks a fool o' an auld Scotch- 
man like me ; but let's hear how ye cam on, 
let's hear about it, and then we'll synd it 
down wi' a draught o' this double ale." 

*^ In the first place, then," said the Je- 
suit, laying the bag of gold upon the table, 
" here is substantial proof of the truth of 
your prophecy ; — ^in addition to which I am 
to inform you of his Majesty's pleasure, 
that I am henceforward to divide with you 
the labours of your occupation,* and am to 



90 ST JOHNSTOUN. 

have an apartment assigned me somewhere 
hereahouts." 

'^ The deevil !" said the old man^ tum-^ 
iog quickly round so as to face him, with*a 
sUmn. brewing in every feature, and his eyes 
flashing mdignation and pasdon. "Then, 
mayhap, ye're to be my master — mayhap 
ye think to lord it ower me ; but I redb 
ye, dinna reckon without your beads ; tibe 
King's auld fakoner canna lout sae low— ^ 
but he eaa gie up the hounds and hawjk% 
of which, in sooth, he's weel xiigh tired.** 

As he said this, his voice sunk downkia* 
to a querulous whine, somewhat betwqm 
4isapp<Hntment and sorrow^ 

'' Nay," said the Jesuit, ^^ do but bea^ 
me ; you mistake the matter widely ; you^ 
to whom I owe my good fortune, cannot 
surely i^uppose me so imgrateful as to wish 
in aught to supplant you." 

'' Ay, ay, more fool I," interrupted the 
old man, ^' it wasna that ill to guess wfa^t 
wad be the upshot o' bringing you to the 
speech o' his Majesty, wi' a' your courtier- 
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liiie bowings and beddngs that be likes sae 
weeL'* 

^ All this, however/' replied the Jesuit^ 
'* can produce bio consequences of which you 
shall have caus^to repent, provided you 
wiU listen to me ; and here is what shall 
prove it," continued he, laying his hand 
upon the money ; ^' you see this bag-»iiow, 
I suppose it is filled with coin, £»r it is yet 
unopened by me ; I will count it out o^ 
tfaia tables ^nd divide it equally between us ; 
aiBd moreover, when I take more upon me 
than beseemeth a new comer, and one who 
tm^ to reverence your grey hairs, I will 
promise to forfeit my share, and pay the 
finfisit willingly/' 

. Having said this, he turned out from 
the bag the fifty rose-nobles, twenty-five of 
which he pushed across the table before the 
wondering eyes of old Heronshaw, whom his 
last speech had wdl nigh bewildered, and 
who sat looking one while on the gold, and 
another while on the Jesuit, as though he 
had been ga^dng on the slave of Aladdin's 
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lamp, and his golden treasures. At length, 
awakening as from a trance, he began to 
gather up the pieces, the touch of which 
seamed to alter the whole course of his ideas, 
and, grasping the Jesuit* by the arm, he 
exclaimed, with a countenance and voioe 
entirely divested of its former expression, 

** Dinna ye mind what I said, man— - 
think nae mair o't — it's sae seldom a body 
forgathers wi' the like o' you, that, by my 
&ith, it was nae meikle wonder an I took 
ye for a niding circumventing rascal,— 
But," said he, picking up the remainder 
of his coin, '^ I see there is still gratitude 
and discretion in the warld, and so, Mas-* 
ter Austin, you and I winna cast out, though 
we should mak the proverb a lier, that saith, 
* twa o' ae trade canna agree ;' and ye're 
welcome to tak' your ain gait o' the sport, 
(always remembering to advise wi' me afore 
faces, as is meet, ye ken ;) and wha kens but 
your outlandish fashions may be the lure 
to gar another pok o' the red gowd light 
down upon your neive again some o' thae 
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days ; for great folk," said he, in a confiden- 
tial whisper, ** are unco new fimgled, and, by 
my troth, here's as pretty an instance o' it 
as ane should desire to see ; for here am I, 
wha was the first that flew falcon for his 
Majesty's sport, when he was a callant of 
ten summers in the castle of Stirling, and I, 
the Lord Mar's falconer, and yet I never had 
as muckle gowd afore, as now lies atween 
the leather of mine awn proper hide and 
this buff jerkin ; — but here's to thy farther 
guid fortune, an thou makest sae good use 
o* it I** said he, as he took a hearty pull at the 
flask, and handed it to his companion. 

" I drink," said the Jesuit, " to our royal 
master's health, and to the filling of his cof- 
fenj— pledge me, goodHeronshaw, and then 
insttuet me, who was that debonair youth 
with his Majesty in the park, who looked 
as mirth and he were sworn companions ?" 

^ And lang may they be sae !" returned 
the old man ; ** for theMaster of Ruthven is 
a free-hearted young gentleman, and a cou- 
rageous, as ever put a foot in stirrup, and 
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they say he rides not mair &atly than he 
dances, and that her Majesty the Queen 
hath never roused any man sae meikle since 
the honnie Earl o' Murray ; — ^but let that 
gang by, it's needless to listen to a' the idle 
davers ane hears.^ 

" True,** replied the Jesuit, " and msdy 
spoken — but what said ye of the £arl of 
Murray? for you know my long absence 
from Scotland hath made me a stranger to 
many circumstances, that have been passing 
in the land, which you, who have been a re- 
tainer of the court, must be well acquainted 
with.** 

** There's some o' them, if I were ken'd 
to repeat, though," said Heronshaw, shrug- 
ging up his shoulders, ** I might get sma' 
thanks for my pains ; but, as I tak ye to be 
a discreet man, I'll gi'e ye the screed o' a 
ballad anent the story o' the Earl ; and as it 
was sung, for aught I ken, on the town gait, 
there can be nae ill in that, ye ken.—- How 
says it now ?" muttered he, " I'll surely 
mind some o' it. — ^Ay, ay, the twa or tfaxee 
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last Terses will be eneugh." And he hegtat 
to repeat them, taHng the precaution, how- 
eve^, that his voice should not be heard be- 
yond the door of his chamber. 



" He was a braw gallant. 
And he rode at the ring; 

And the bonny Eip 1 o' Murmy, 
Oh ! he might hae been a king. 

'^ He was a braw gallant. 
And he play'd at the ba' ; 

And the bonny Earl o' Murray 
Was the flowor o' them a*. 

"Hewasabraw^gallant,. 

And he play'd at the gluve ; 
And the bonny Earl o' Murray, 

He was the Queene's luve" 



** Now»^ said the old man, ^^ that's the 
sang, and ye may gather gay and weel frae 
it, "the sense o' the story ; and ye see the 
Earl b' Huntly was at feud wi* him, and 
slew him ; and ye couldna hinder the folk to 
blasoe greater folk nor Huntly for his death ; 
but we hae naething ado wi' that-*it caused 
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meikle disturbance a while» but the soudi 
o' it's clean gane down tlie wind lang syne.*' 

" Methi^kS) however," replied the Jesuit, 
^^ it were little to the profit of this young 
Master to become the burden of such ano- 
ther ditty/* 

" Nay,** returned Heronshaw, " it may 
be naught but idle clashes after a' ; but this 
I ken, that he's high in favour wi' his Ma- 
jesty at the present, wha canna want him 
out o' his sight, and hath made him ane o* 
the gentlemen o* his bed-chamb^/' 

" This Master of Ruthven, if I mistake 
not, must be of theGowrie &mily ?" remark- 
ed the Jesuit. 

" Even sae," said the old man ; **^ he is 
brother to the young Earl that they are 
looking for hame frae far-awa' parts; and 
second son to William, Earl o' Gowrie, 
wha was beheaded at Stirling in the 1584; 
but the family's coming &r ben again, for 
ane o' the dochters is married to the Duke 
o' Lennox, that's son to him that was ba- 
nished, and is in muckle favour wi' the 

13 
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King ; and another o' them is here at the 
court, waiting on the Queen ; and they say 
the King hands an unco wark wi' the young 
Earl himself and a' body wishes weel to the 
&mily, for they were a' fiiends to the coun- 
try, and bitter enemies to the Papists ; and 
they say he's sair wearied for by the pastors 
o£ the kirk, for he's a powerful nobleman, 
baith on account o' his great possessions, 
and his being sae weel beloved by the peo- 
ple ; and seeing that he is come o' them 
that were sic staunch uphauders o' the kirk, 
the ministers think to get him on their side 
o' the question, and maybe recover some o' 
the privileges they have tyned ; for to speak 
sooth^ they are sair hauden in e^n now, 
and darena set up thdr faces to rebuke the 
gentles with that bauldness they war wont 
to- do, since the Proclamation, three years 
qme, forbidding them to speak ony thing 
out o' the pulpit anent the King's Majesty, 
w his council ; no that I am saying that 
they wad hae been the waur o' a wee bit 

VOL. I. JB 
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cowing, for tbey took unco liberties, baith 
wi' their Majesties and their court. Qd ! 
man, I mind o' the King's ain chaplain, 
Maister Craig, when he was preaching 
afore him, just after that Bothwell, wi' his 
complices, brak the Palace, railing at the 
King, wi' nae mair reverence nor I wad hae 
boasted a mangy tyke. He made his dis-* 
course anent the twa brazen mountains o' 
Zacharie, and tell'd him, as he had lightly 
regarded the mony bluidy sarks set afore 
him by his subjects, craving justice on the 
Fapish lords, so God had justly made a 
noise o' crying, and a striking o' foreham-> 
mers, to come to his ain Palace doors ; and 
when his Majesty, after sermon, wad fein 
hae cleared himsel to the folk, Maister Craig 
dismissed the congregation, and walked 
furth himsel." 

" And how bore his Majesty such inso- 
lence ?" said the Jesuit. 

" O ! he was unco wrath, nae doubt," said 
Heronshaw ; " but what could he do mair, 
but just dismiss him. frae his ain house* 
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iiold. But they hae been weel hauden down 
in regard o' this, sin the Prodamation, as 
t said afore ; and some thought the Queen 
had a finger in that pye, for they meddled 
sair wi' her about that time, and sent three 
o' the brethren to deal wi* her anent the 
want o^ religious occupation o' hersel and 
her maidens, and anent their workings, 
maskings, ballings, and sic like divertise- 
ments ; but troth they got little satisfaction 
at her hand, for she sent them word she had 
nae time to hear them, being at that pre- 
sent at the dancing. — But," said he, lift- 
ing the flask from the table, and peering 
to its bottom, ^^ the ale stoup's as dry as it 
were gysand, sae e*en let tis keep sic clavers 
till the next time we hae a stoup o* guid 
liquor afore us, for we maun gang now and 
find a chamber wherein thou may'st bestow 
thyself and thy gear." 

So saying, he left the apartment to com- 
mence his search, accompanied by the Je« 
suit 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Away-ii-begone<— 4uid give a whirlwind room, 

Or I will )Aovf you up like dust ! Avaunt ! 

Lei. 



The hour of midnight was approadring, 
when a young man, wrapped in a riding 
cloak, mounted on a fine horse, and foQow- 
ed by two servants, piassed swiMy along the 
road toward Musselburgh, on his way to 
Edinburgh. A considerable quantity of 
snow had* &llen during the day, the reflec- 
tion of which, added to the light of a bright 
moon nearly at the full, and a cloudless 
sky thickly studded with stars, rendered 
distant objects plain and conspicuous, and 
those dose at hand, almost as well seen as 
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by day-light. The travellers were about to 
enter the town of Musselburgh at the same 
rapid pace, when one of the attendants rode 
up to his master, who instantly stopped to 
learn the purport of this movement. 

*^ I have made bold, my lord," said he, 
'^ t6 inquire if it is your pleasure to bait 
the horses here, where there was, when I 
left Scotland, a most excellent inn, and 
where, if your lordship thinks proper, you 
can be provided with a good bed and some 
refreshment, which, under correction, your 
lordship must require ; and as you are not 
expected in Edinburgh, and the night wears 
apace, it may be better for your lordship 
to remain here till morning." 

^ I am much obliged to you* good Mas- 
ter Laurence, for your care of me," said his 
lordship ; '^ but as our horses, notwithstand- 
ing the journey they have made to-day, 
continue to carry us indifferently well, it is 
my pleasure that we reach Edinburgh to- 
night." 

** Very well, my lord," said his attrad- 
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ant &lling back^ when his master agam 
spoke^ 

*^ I have just recollected that this is your 
native town — at least I think I have so 
heard ;-t— it is therefore possible you may be 
anxious to see some relative. If that is the 
case, you may remain here all night ; but 
be in the Cannongate early to-morrow morn* 
ing." 

** Many thanks, my lord, — I shall at- 
tend punctually to your commands," said 
the man, a^ he turned off towards the inn at 
Loretto. 

His master slackened his pace^ and turn-* 
ed his gaze upward — ^for the late hot^r ren-^ 
dered it impossible for that night, that, he 
should meet the friends, the hope of seeing 
whom had urged him forward with such 
speed. 

. There are few who have not felt the in- 
describable sensations of awe we experience, 
when looking on the magnificent arch of 
heaven and all its brilliant host, uniformly 
and perpetually revolving in their spheres ; 
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and this feeling, sonatural to thehuman heart, 
must have heen doubly strong at the time, 
when they were universally believed to have 
so great an ascendency over our decaying and 
transient existence. It is in vain that the 
understanding would judge impartially of 
whatever is the subject of universal belief, — 
and even the strong and enlightened mind 
of this young nobleman, who was as little, 
or perhaps less tinctured with superstition 
than any of the age in which he lived, was 
still unable to detach itself from some por- 
tion of belief in this vain but seducing 
theory. He gazed intently on the firma- 
ment for some minutes. ** And is it so," 
thought he, '^ and do ye indeed, celestial 
intelligences, prognosticate in your aspects 
and conjunctions, the &te of each son of 
humanity ? or is it fancy all ? and do we 
but cheat ourselves with lying calculations? 
Well, be it as it may, ye are but the crea- 
tures of the universal Lord, and work but 
as He wills ! Therefore, if ye have any in- 
fluence on my fate, and human skill hath 
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read ye right, that ye froi/m upon my des- 
tiny, still win I make my suppUcations, 
undismayed, to that higher Source, secure 
of consolation and protection, while my 
heart is honest, and my actions just. — And 
I had need," continued he, withdrawii^ his 
regards from the heavens, and fixing them 
on the surrounding objects, *^ much need, it 
may be, of divine protection, on returning 
to a country which so ill requited my noUe 
and patriotic father, and whose weak-mind* 
cd soverwgn is ever swayed by &yourites^ 
however base. But, come weal, come wee, 
I am linked to it by too many attachments^ 
and have too n.any dutiea to perform in it, 
to think of reEnquishihg it. Nay, how 
impossible that would be, I am at thijs nno- 
ment convmced, while that well remember^ 
ed city is just bursting on my sight, andt 
causing my heart to beat high and quidc; 
within me. Yes," he continued, " th^e ifi 
her venerable castle on its giant rock, reign- 
ing majestically over all the lesser objeeta 
of that city, whose many generations it hath 
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survived. — ^And there rises high into air the 
doud of smoke which csnopies the slum- 
bering citizens ;— -and beneath it, you also 
repose, my beloved brother and sister ! — a 
few hours more, and I shall fold you to my 
breast r 

Soon after this soliloquy, the Earl of 
Gowrie (for it was he of whom we have 
spoken) arrived before a large and hand- 
some-looking house in the Canongate, into 
which, after brief space, he was admitted, 
and where we shall leave him while we re- 
turn to hia attendant, whom we left near 
the hostelry of Loretto, and who, on pro- 
ceeding to the outward gate of the inn- 
3^ard, found it amply secured against in« 
tmders, it being thp custom of its clerical 
landlord to ^ve it fastraed at an early 
hour ; for so oautious was he of harbouring 
sight^drinkers, that he preferred the loss 
of the custom' of such to the chance of ha- 
idng his hostly occupation (by means of 
some night brawl committed in his house) 

£ 2 
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canvassed by the Greneral Assembly, who 
were beginning about this period to look 
more narrowly into the affairs of their bre- 
thren of all denominations. 

It was therefore in vain that he stood for 
the space of t^i minutes smiting at the 
door with a pretty large stone which he had 
picked up for the purpose, and shouting 
with all the force of lungs none of the weak* 
est. At length the drowsy voice of a boy^ 
who acted as underling to the hostler, an- 
swered from the inside, ^* Wha the murrain 
are ye that keep sic a din at the yett, fit to 
waken the dead, and what want ye ?'* 

" What want I ?'* repeated the stranger ; 
^^ why, to be let in certainly, with a eurse 
upon your questions — cant ye unbar the 
gate ? I promise you I am sufficiently tired 
of pounding at it." 

^^ I shanua do ony sic thing thoV re- 
sponded the boy; '^^ for we dinna let ony 
body in at this time o' night ; it's quite and 
clean against the rules o' the house, and I 
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should get weel leathered if I were to open 
the yett ; sae gang your gaits to Gudeman 
Sowerhutt's, at the other end o' the toun, 
for he'll let ye in at ony time." 

** The wiser man he if he means to thrive/' 
said he on the outside ; " but now hearken 
to me, my good fellow ! If you do not speedi- 
ly give me and this good steed of mine en- 
trance, I will bestow upon you such a hyding, 
as shall prevent your having the trouble of 
opening the gate for some days to come." 

** Ay," said the boy, with a most provo- 
king laugh of malicious irony ; ^* but how 
will ye catch me. Master Swaggerer ? Here 
I am jeest beside ye — ^naething but the door 
atween us — ^but let's see how ye'U won at 
me — ^it winna be the night, I'm thinking ; 
and gin the house were a stir, I dinna think 
I'd fear ye muckle." 

While the urchin, who imagined himself 
in perfect security, was indulging his hu- 
mour at the expence of the excluded guest, 
the person he was tormenting made fast 
with all speed the bridle of his horse to one 
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of the iron rings, which were fixed on each 
side of the gate for that purpose ; and laying 
hold of one of the stones which altematelyjut- 
ted out, in formmg the sideposts of the door- 
way, he hegsax to ascend in the same man- 
Jin whiThe had frequently before nuide 
good his entrance in the days of hoyhood ; 
and having arrived at the top of the wall, 
and taken a firm hold, dropped down a 
height of ten feet with the utmost ease be- 
side the astonished boy,, whom he seized 
upon with a most relentless gripe before he 
could make his way into the house. 

'* Now," said he, " I rede your apeship 
not to be insolent to travellers hereafter ;!* 
along with which a&nonition, he bestowed 
upon him some such hearty cuffii, that the 
boy began to bellow/' murd^ most lusti* 
ly. It was in vain, however, that he kicked 
and threw himself into aU manner of pos- 
tures ;— one hand of his corrector still kepi 
its hold, till the other was weary of the 
pastime, which happening, however, at 
length, and the little wretch feeling him- 
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self at liberty^ made all tbe haste toward 
the bouse which his unmerciful castigator 
had left in his power^ but was closely fol- 
lowed by the stranger, to prevent the pos« 
sibUity of his still excluding him from the 
house by being the first to gain the en- 
trance. Haykig therefore arrived both at 
the same time within that apartment, which 
we have before described as forming the 
public room of the inn, they found such of 
the inhabitants as had been disturbed by 
the screams of the boy already on foot, and 
employed in obtaining a light from tHe 
peats that were smouldering on the hearth, 
and whkh purpose a half-awakened, half- 
dressed damsel had just attained, when the 
stranger, stepping forward, took the lamp 
fifom her hand, — ''Thou shalt be rewarded 
for this some other time, my nymph of the 
kettles," said he, with a familiar nod. 

The gvoup at the fireside, which consist- 
ed of two female iservants and the boy, all 
of whom, save the latter, were ignorant of 
what had caused the disturbance, eyed him 
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with much surprise, as the lamp which he 
held in his hand threw its glare across his 
undaunted features, and displayed his tall 
and powerful person, armed with a hrace of 
pistols and a couteau, whose bright mount- 
ings flashed on their sight, as he extended 
his hand to lay hold once more on the boy, 
who shrieked out in miserable anticipation 
of another beating. 

" I pray you compose yourself," said he, 
^^ most courteous mannikin, for thou shalt 
not have another beating until thou dost 
deserve it ; therefore, I say, compose thy- 
self, and answer me — ^What caUest thou the 
hostler of this most serene and quiet inn„ 
that admitteth not travellers after mid<^ 
night, and keepeth their good steeds standi 
ing exposed to the frosty air? — Beshiew 
me, but this shall be looked to ! — What 
call ye him, I say?" 

*^ Griffy Girth," said the boy, in a sulky 
tone, which argued any thing but willing^ 
hess to answer his question. 

*^ Then shew me,, without more ado^ 
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where he hides himself/' replied the stran- 
ger, still keeping hold of the hoy's shoulder, 
and following him into a recess by the side 
of the outward door, whence they ascended 
by a few narrow steps to the loft over the 
stable. 

^ There — ^that's him," said the boy, point- 
ing to a man who lay snoring in a comer, 
upon a bed formed of bundles of straw tied 
firmly t(^ether, and so filled up in the in- 
terstices, as to become a flat surfisice on the 
upper part. 

^ Now," said the stranger, '' descend, my 
hopeful, and order them down yonder to 
have quickly in ^readiness what is becoming 
to set before a guest of quality, who hath 
not broken his fast for some hours, and 
whose appetite is none of the puniest with- 
al.^— Dost hear P-.^let them make dispatch, 
I say !— ^.begone ! and see thou savest thy 
bones by doing my bidding." 

"Thy bidding, truly!" muttered the 
boy, as he descended — *^ I'll straight to his 
Reverence^ and hear what he says to thy 
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devil's txicks ; for, ,if ye dinna be auld Beel- 
zebub himself Pm sure ye're aue o' hU 
whuppers-in." 

'* HoUo ! Griff— *Ho$ti[ear !" sadd the stran^ 
ger, shaking him roughly by the arm. 

" Hollo ! who calls ?" replied he, at the 
same time flinging ly& legs over and sitting 
upright oa the^ side of hift mis^able hed, 
while he rubbed his eyes, and stretched 
them wide upon the armed figure that stood 
before him. *^ Wha are ye ? aijd what 
make ye here ?" said he. 

^ Rul^ thine eyes, again, man," said the- 
intruder, pushing back his hat, which he 
wore somewhat flapped, and holding up the 
lamp, that its rays might fall full upon, his 
countenance. ^* Rememberest thou nought 
of these features ? At all events thou hast 
not surely forgotten the cask of brandy-* 
wine, and the lad that crept through the 
hole scarce big enough for a eat, that he 
might accommodate thee with tiiy nightljr 
potations." 

'^ Now the deevil broil me, if ye can^ be 
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other than my young master," said the 
hostler, springing on his feet, and raising 
the stranger^s hand that held the lamp, till 
its light fell once more on his faoe« ^ Ay ! 
ay ! there's the scar ahune the npper Up, 
that ye got when ye fell frae dimhing the 
corbie's nei^ at the Craigs ; it's no jeest co- 
vered by the black hair that grows sae thick 
about it, and gies ye sae muckle the sem- 
blance of a bravo.'' 

'* A bravo, quotha !" said the stranger ; 
^' good Master Hostler, know that you speak 
to one^ whose six years experience hath 
taught him not to let any man insult him, 
much less such as thee." 

^^ Na, my master," replied the hostler,^ 
<^ when 1 likened thee to a bravo, I did but 
intend the comparison in respect o' thy 
courageous bearing ; for methinks ye look, 
armed as ye now are^ fit to cope wi' some 
half score o' fellows, whae might nathless 
still maintam some character for manhood. 
But I aye said ye would return some day sic 
as I now see ye." 
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** A plague upon thee and thy long- 
vdnded stories!" said his young master; 
'' make haste and don thy rags, and bear 
in mind that my horse standeth this cold 
night tied to the gate ; meanwhile, answer 
me quickly — Howfareth it with my mother? 
and wherefore are thedoors of this inn barred 
against the night-traveller ?^ 

^^ Your mother remains fat and fair ; but 
doubtless ye have heard o* your father's 
death, and that she hath married a minister 
o' the reformed Kirk ?" said the hostler. 

" Of my father's death I was informed,'' 
returned he, *^ but not of this cursed mar- 
riage ; they shall find it no easy matter, 
though, to cheat me out of my patrimony, 
to claim which, I have returned from a 
country much more to my taste. — So, ho ! 
this barring out of guests is all along of this 
ghostly father's contriving, then, I'll war-* 
rant me?— But I shall see to this — I'll have 
no psalm-^dnging priest in this hostel, or he 
shall pay well for his quarters." 
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'^Guid luck to ye, my worshipful master !" 
Griffy — ^^ may it even happen as ye 
say, for we hae seen nae sic guid days sin 
ye left us." 

" Thou shalt see them again, huUy Grif* 
fy,** said Laurence. — " But hold ! — what 
bast thou here in this pottle-pot by the side 
of thy ]aii r 

^* Only,'' replied the hostler, ^* a soup ale 
to wash the stour out o' my throat, and eax 
me deep without dreaming." 

** It shall do the more knightly service of 
washing my throat instead of thine, then," 
said he, as he swallowed the whole at a 

draught. ^** Now get thee gone to my 

nag, and see that thou dost him all ima- 
ginable justice, for he is a horse of price, 
and none of your common aivers." 

** Never fear, — ^ye ken of old that I may 
be trusted with a good horse," said the 
hostler, as he slid through a trap-door in- 
to the stable below, and left Laurence to 
descend again to the room he had before 
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quitted, and where he now found hb mo- 
ther, in addition to those he had left there 
when he went in search of the hostler. Ta- 
king, however, no notice of her, he exclaim- 
ed, on seeing no preparation for the meal 
he had ordered, — 

" Why stand ye here all a-gape ? where 
are the viands that were to satisfy my ih- 
ward cravings ? Fly, I say, instantly, and 
produce your best ! — And, I say, my good 
wench," speaking to her from whom he had 
taken the lamp, ** heap up that fire with 
wood, and make it bum quickly ; and, took 
ye, draw that small table in the comer near-* 
er to it, and there let the vivers be placed. 
And, hark ye, good myrmidons^ henceforth 
know me &r the owner of this hostd, and 
your master, and for one who is determined 
to be obeyed as isuch. And you. Master 
Drawer, Fantler, Tapster, or whatever thou 
callest thyself, bring forth some of your best 
wines, not forgetting the emperor of all, the 
cup of brandy-wine, fittest beverage for such 
nights as these.'' 
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: Whil6 the domestics flew to obey him, 
not daring to do otherwise, he walked up to 
where our hostess stood in silent amazement^ 
not being at first able to determine whether 
he was or was not her long^lost son. There 
was a something in his voice and manner 
that irresistibly fixed her gaze upon him ; 
but his altered appearance, and his ruffian- 
ly air, seemed to make her feel an instinc- 
tive dread of hearing him avow his relation- 
tdnp. 

*^ And now, my lady mother,'' said he^ 
dropping on his knees before her with a look 
of mock reverence, ^^ here is your dutifiil 
son come to claim his patrimony, and your 
blessing on him and it;'' 

'* Alas !" said his mother, bursting idto 
tears, '' and how have ye returned to me, 
Laurence, iafter being sae lang mourned for? 
-'--get up, for shame ! and mock me not wi' 
this show of duty, when ye have already 
d^ed me to my face, by declaring this 
house thine, and thyself master over my 
servants !" 
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At this moment a voice sounded £rom 
the opposite side of a large oaken table 
which stood in the midst of the apartment 
— '** And know^ young man," it said, " that 
I am thy father, and will compel thy duty 
to thy mother ; for, doth not the scripture 
say, ^ the Lord hath confirmed the authori** 
ty of the mother over her sons ?' " 

Laurence started on his feet, and faced 
the utterer of this speech, whose person was 
closely wrapped in a sheet, that he had 
drawn from his bed to cover him, while te 
listened within the open door of his own 
chamber to what was passing in the halL 
Being induced to this by the report of the* 
boy, in which, though it had raised his 
wife from her bed, he apprehended nothing 
more than the act of a wilful traveller, who 
was determined to make good his quarters 
for the night ; he therefore did not appear 
till provoked by hearing Laurence style 
himself master of the house ; when he sal* 
lied forth, equipped in his sheet, as we have* 
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said, and was further moved to make him- 
self known, hy the declaration of his son- 
in-law, that he was come to claim his patri- 
mony. 

We have said that Laurence stood op- 
posite to our host, whom affecting to mis- 
take for an apparition, — ** Thou my father !" 
said he — " lyii^ spirit, avaunt thee for a 
bungling fiend ! — thou hast not even taken 
his resemblance to cheat me withal ! But 
methinks thou hast stolen his winding- 
sheet^ and I may use so much freedom as 
to put mine own mark upon it." So say- 
ing, he drew a pistol from his belt in the 
twinkling of an eye, cocked it, and fired in 
the direction of our terrified host, being 
carefol, however, so to take his aim at the 
under part of the gallery that ran round 
the room, as not to injure him. It was, 
however, doubtful whether this was a need- 
ful precaution or not ; for our host, not al- 
together* liking the displacing of the pis- 
tol^ had, at the instant of his firing, taken 
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the protection of the table, by enscondng 
himself under it. 

The scene of confusion which ensued on 
the report of the pistol cannot easily, be 
described. The bullet had entered the gal- 
lery near to the apartment of the Abbess, 
whose appearance above in the gallery in- 
stantly followed the piercing shriek which 
she uttered, as she sprung &om her bed 
with all the agility of a girl of sixteen. 
At the same moment other doors opened, 
and several people, who had been guests for 
the night, rushed out ^f their chambers to 
demand the occasion of this outrage, whidi 
no one seemed capable of explaining except 
the person who had committed it, and who 
stood apparently enjoying the uproar he 
had occasioned, with a countenance in whidi 
the mostmischievouB expression was mingled 
with triumphtot mirth, while, totally re- 
gardless of the commotion around him, he 
employed himself in deliberately rdoading 
the pistol he had fired, and replacing it in 
his belt ; nor did he appear even to hear 

10 
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the lengthened sohs of his mother, whom he 
had frightened into a fit of hysterics, but, 
addressing the people, who wete danK>rous 
for an explanation,—- 

"Peace, my masters !** h6 said ; " and, 
trust me, none of you are in any danger 
from my weapons ; nay, on the contrary, I 
think it probable that I have this night 
preserved you all from becoming the prey 
of the foul fiend, and descending with him 
to Tophet, and that by means of this very 
pistol which hath so much alarmed you— ^ 
.Kay, look not incredulous, my friends, for 
J^swear that there he stood, wrapt in grave- 
clothes, and calling himself the apparition 
of my father, who was owner of this house, 
and hath been several years dead. Now^ 
Judge, my masters, between me and this 
cowardly spirit, who vanished at the first 
flash of the pan, whether I, who have but 
this night returned, after an absence of six 
years, was to allow myself to be braved in 
imine own house by this malicious devil. 
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who hath taken possession of it in my ab- 
sence, and whose wish, it appeareth to me, 
was to terrify me from claiming my just 
and lawful property, foreseeing, no doubt, 
that a man of my kidney was not likely to 
submit quietly to the pranks he hath been 
in the practice of amusing himself withal ;— - 
such as, excluding night-travellers from the 
convenience of this inn, much to the detri- 
ment of its good fame, and the prejudice of 
its owner's profit. It hath also been his 
custom, it would appear, to be seen at times 
tmder this roof as a tun-bellied host, not 
acting, however, as becometh the character 
he assumeth, but avoiding to welcome his 
guests, as in duty bounds And, still mate 
strange to relate, he cometh at other times 
in the shape of a reformed minister, with 
cloak and baiid, and taketh upon him to 
quote scripture — ^nay, hath been heard to 
imitate psalm.singing, making a droning 
sort of noise, no doubt in derision of those 
pious Presbyterians, who, having discovered 
the sinfulness of praising their Maker with 
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melody, have banished all harmony £rom 
then: worship*'' 

^* Now, out upon thee^ sacril^ous mon* 
ater !" exclaimed mine host, as he rose from 
under the table, '* dost revile my sacred 
office, vrith thy gibes and jeers ?** 

*^ Hark ! I hear again the voice of the 
evil one ; and, if mine eyes deceive me not,** 
wid Laurence, ^ I perceive the fiend rising 
like a white mist, in the very spot where 
lie appeared before. — ^Nay, then, I must 
a^ain api^y mine exorcist" And he laid 
his band upon the pistol, wfaidi was, how- 
ever, arrested in the act of drawing it forth, 
by the strong arm of a guest, who, having 
issued from a door at his back, had stood 
Imperceived behind him during his extr»- 
<Hrdinary harangue. At this act of coercion 
he turned quickly round, with the fire leap- 
ing from his fierce and deeply-set black eyes. 
No sooner, however, did he encounter the 
glance of the Jesuit, than he burst into a 
most obstreperous and uncontrollable fit 
of laughter, in which, contrary to his cau-*i 
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tious habit of regulating every word, look, 
and movement by that crafty policy, which 
ever shunned giving offence to any one, the 
Jesuit heartily joined, especially as he per- 
ceived mine host, taking advantage of the 
momentary inattention of his persecutor, 
cautiously moving off toward his cham- 
ber, like a fox stealing from cover, and at 
the same time keeping his eye fixed upon 
Laurence, whom he began to imagine in a 
state of derangement. He therefore retreat- 
ed with all possible expedition, and having 
gained his sleeping apartment, bolted and 
barricadoed the door within, leaving those 
on the outside to settle the matter with the 
supposed maniac as they best might, while 
he disencumbered himself of the sheet, and 
began to grope about for his ordinary ap- 
parel, not daring to attempt to procure a 
light to direct him in his search, or to go 
to bed again, lest some attack should be 
made upon him while in that defenceless 
state. 
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CHAPTER VIII, 



Patience, I pray you ;— 'twas a fiuilt unwilliog«i- 



-to-inorrow*t shall be mended. 

Sbakspeabb. 



Laurence had no sooner reeovered from 
the fit of merriment in which he had in- 
dulgedy on perceiving that the Jesuit had 
been witness to the strange scene recorded 
in the last chapter, than he exclaimed-^ 
" What, my friend !— thou hast then fol- 
lowed my directions, and discovered the 
Hostel of Loretto, where I make thee most 
heartily welcome ; and the rather, that thou 
hast arrived in time to see me banish to the 
Red Sea that unwieldy apparition — that 
hypocritical craven, who, taking advantage 
of my absence, hath married himself to my 
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stock and steeding, my house garniture, and 
mine ale and wine-butts." 

" Nay, cease thy vociferation,*' said the 
Jesuit—" thou art surely beside thyself !— 
I never saw thee in so wild a humour. 
And, credit me," he continued, lowering 
his voice, so as only to be heard by him h^ 
was addressing, " if you persist in this mad* 
ness, your hopes of emolument from me are 
like to vanish into smoke. I beseech thee, 
therefore, give over these wilful pranks, and 
be ruled into somewhat more sober seem- 
ing. I have much to inform thee of ; but, 
if thou dost not put a curb upon thy folly, 
how thinkest thou any wise man will ocum- 
mit to thee the management of aught in 
which discretion is required ?" 

'^ Now, on my soul, ye know not the pim 
vocation !" replied Liaurence. — *' Here came 
I to-night, hungry and weary with the 
da3r's hard travel, and £nd the door of mine 
own house barred against me, and am oom- 
manded by a devil's sucking imp to get me 
gone, because it was untimeous hoarts^ for- 
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80oth» to break upon the dumben of the 
godly hart !— but I will so firk him, that 
he shall speecUly be fain to slumber some- 
where else !" 

** What !** said the Jesuit, " banning 
^ain ! — ^But I have warned you, for your 
own interest, — if you profit not, the fault 
is none of mine^— But, look ye, here is ear- 
nest,"-— shewing him a purse half filled with 
gold, — '^ that, if we act well our part, for- 
tune will perform hers to our satisfiEtction. 
And I advise thee once more, now that the 
object of thy dislike hath withdrawn at thy 
bidding, to trouUe thyself no more about 
him, at least for this night, but console your 
poor mother, who sitteth yonder, scarce re- 
covered from the swoon into which your 
violence hath thrown her ; and when thou 
hast done so, lay aside your weapons, and eat 
your supper, which is prepared yonder by 
the fire/' 

*' Beshrew my heart, but thou speakest 
wisely, and enforcest thine ailment most 
pithily," returned he ; '* for the gold and 
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the viands are with me, by my faith, moat 
necessary commodities, for this pocket lack-^ 
eth eyea a coin to play at cross-and-pile 
withal, and my very inward bowels creak 
like a nest of young ravens ! — therefore, 
good seignor, I am thine to command!-** 
Mother,'^ said he, advancing to the bench 
on which she sat> kaning her head against 
the wall, '* I am come to comfort thee, see^ 
ing I am sorry thou hast been so mueh af. 
frighted, notwithstanding thou hast com- 
ferted thyself, much to my discomfort, in 
putting this holy caitiff in the place of my 
late worshipful father, whom Gk)d rest» 
who would never have deprived me of my 
birth-right, although somewhat displeased 
at my leaving him without his consent, 
and more especially, mayhap, at my xnaking 
his purse of mole-skin the companion of my 
journey. Butwhatthen? — ^I was not the first 
lad of spirit that had hankered after foreiga 
countries ; and for the matter of the gold, 
he was too reasonable not to acknowledge 
that there waa no travelling without it^ 
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Therefore, I pray you leave off groaning so 
piteously, and thou shalt find me hence- 
finrth a duti|ul son, provided Master Priest 
iheddleth not in my matters, and doth not 
again presume to call himself my father. 
And look ye, mother," continued he, imi- 
tating the action of counting money with 
his right hand into the left, '* you must he 
liberal — ^you must disburse, understand me ; 
for I have certain knowledge that this hos- 
tel is a good concern, and if I go not snacks^ 
I prophecy it will soon become mine own 
altogether. Ponder on this, good mother ; 
^— and thou hadst best, as I think, betake 
thee to thy bed, for thou lookest wondroiYs 
cold, and shakest as though thou hadst seen 
a ghost in very deed." 
• " Now, God be merdful unto me !*' re- 
turned his mother, as she rose to depart 
from the public room — ** is it matter o' 
wonderment, think ye, that I should quake 
at beholding mine ain proper son turned 
buUy and man-queU^ ? and that I should 
hae a sorrowfu' heart at hearing aix honest 

f2 
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and reverend man, who Is a mense to us a^ 
basdy reviled, because he hath ta'en part 
in my joys and my sorrows, whpn I was for- 
saken by thee, and had nane else to solace 
me?" 

** I tell thee, mother, thou knowest my 
mind — ^it is fixed and unalterable," said 
Laurence ; ^' therefore, I wish thee good 
rest, and a dear understanding of thine 
own interest. — But harkee," continued he, 
as she was moving toward her own cham- 
ber, *^ now I think on% thou hadst best 
give me what ready cash thou hast, for mine 
occasions press, seeing my pockets are bare, 
and that my Lord of Gowrie oweth me no 
remimeration at this present." 

** My Lord of Gowrie !" repeated his 
motho: ; " why, I was informed by the 
Master of Ruthven that ye had lang since 
left his service !" 

*^ True ; but it is also as true that I re- 
turned to his service, and that I am more 
in favour than my fellow knaves, as that 
he this night passed through this town, al- 
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lowing me to remain here till to-morrow 
morning." 

** I marvel muckle/' replied his mother, 
^ that sae wise and gude a young lord, for 
so the hniit of him runneth, should main- 
tain in his service one who appeareth to 
have profited sae littde by his ensample.'* 

^* Nay now, mother, thou knowest me 
not," said Laurence ; ^' assure thyself I am 
as sober a lad as any Presbyterian of them 
aU, barring when the wine flask and I get 
too intimate, or ji^hen I am contradicted ; 
for thou mayest remember, that of old I 
never could bear contradiction* But thou * 
hast answered nothing in respect of the 
cash ; go, therefore, in search of thy money* 
bags, while I satisfy mine hunger." 

^' Upon the £uth o' a Christian woman, 
then," said his mother, ^' there is not sae 
muckle as a cross within these doors, see- 
ing I have this very night paid Deacon 
Bull-deaver his charges for furnishing us 
some months by-past wi' flesh ; but take 
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grace to thysel, and ye shall not want 
such supply as in reason ye can desire/^ 
. << Well, on these conditions, I am paci- 
fied,'' said he ; ^^ only rememher, that I shall 
return in a few days to elaim thy promise ; 
in the meantime, fereweU." — ^And he strode 
off, mtheut giving time for reply, to the 
table en which his - meal was placed, and 
where he found his friend already seated. 
Observing, however, that some of the guests 
and servants still remained, in expectation, 
most probably, of another brawl, ■ 

^^ My masters,'' said he to the guests, 
** I pray you betiake yourselves to your pil- 
lows incontinently, for the play is played 
out, and there will be no more sport, inas- 
much as the eld brock hath gone to ground ; 
and as for you, ye liek-platter rascals,," con- 
tinued he to the meniak, " slink off ;-rbut 
hold ! — what have we'here ? — -the stale trick 
of a cold quarter of lamb, with the tail of a 
kid craftily appended to it, making it appear 
what it is riot!— fy upon such knavery, which 
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satis0etb the eye, and disappdnteth the pa- 
late ! — ^And what is this ?— so !•" — tasting a 
small flask — *' this brandy-wine is passable ^ 
and applying his lips in the sarnie way to a 
larger flask — ^^' this claret is of the right 
smack ! — somewhat cold and weak for the 
weather, but his auxiliary here shall qualify- 
him. — So now leave us, varlets f^^and, dost 
hear ?— tell Griff Hostler to have my horse 
saddled by sevien hours to-morrow, tor so ear- 
ly I must ride. — And now that time serves,** 
said he, addressing the Jesuit as soon as 
the room was cleared of the servants, and 
speaking between each mouthftil as he swal- 
lowed his supper, '^ bowfareth ii with thine 
andent charge, thy kinswoman? is she 
also lodged under this roof? — and thy 
bawk — thy bird of birds, who is tb lay the 
golden eggs?' — come, discourse unto me 
concerning these mattes ; but, more espe- 
cially, let me understand how mine interest 
stands affected in that purse, with which 
thou didst even now becalm mine angry 
humours?'- 
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^^ That purse is thine, with its contents," 
replied the Jesuit, handing it over to him, 
^ and contains no less than twenty-five 
rose-nohles-— so much for the assistance thou 
hast already given me ; and this is but an 
earnest of thy recompense, provided we ac- 
complish the purpose for which I and the 
companion of my journey are here ; but 
bear in mind the demeanour which 1$ neces- 
sary on your part, and believe not that I 
can continue to shower gold upon you, if 
your conduct becomes not more circumspect 
than thou hast this night given example of. 
The Abbess is nowin this hostel, and, alarm* 
ed beyond all caution by yoiu: inconsiderate 
folly, stood during the affray in that corri- 
dor, invoking the tutelar saint of her con- 
vent and the holy Virgin, with such loud 
and earnest supplication, that nothing but 
the babble of tongues below, and the affiight 
of the people themselves, prevented their, 
making such remarks as must have given 
grounds for very troublesome suspicions. 
Fortunately, however, I had not retired to 
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repose when you first sallied into the house, 
and recognizing your voice, entered this 
apartment in time to catch her eye, and give 
her a most earnest signal of silence, before 
the alarm had sufficiently subsided to admit 
of her being attended to ; you therefore may 
perceive the consequences in which this 
wild folly of yours had nearly involved us.'' 

'* A plague on that tempting draught of 
stout ale that stood so invitingly by the 
hostler's bed-side !" said Laurence ; ^' which, 
taken into my empty stomach, ascended me 
into the brain, and prompted so forcibly 
my wish of terrifying that old hypocrite ;— 
but I am sdiooled — I am edified, and will 
forswear all such misdemeanours for the 
future, — and thou knowest I can be firm 
when I list." 

** And without that knowledge on my 
part, friend, thou also knowest," replied 
the Jesuit, *' that thou hadst not now 
been here, or, in all probability, alive at 
this moment, and most assuredly not trust* 
ed in an affair of such perilous consequence. 
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as that wherein I have pledged myself to 
him in whose power it Ues to requite us with 
principalities, could we do aught to deserve 
such reward.'* 

" I would that I knew what sort of ser- 
vice would send a prindpaUty my wy," 
said Laurence, ^' and I'll promise you I 
would not be too scrupulous in the method 
of earning it/' 

" I speak, neyerthelesi^ of jpossibilities," 
said the Jesuit ; ^ for there is no saying how 
far we may recommend ourselves to furtheir 
notice, if we first bring to pass, with r^ard to 
this girl, what our employers are so anxious 
to accomplish ; and we have already made 
a fair beginning, as thou shalt hear/' - 
; He then faithfiilly related all that had 
passed since his landing in Stotland, ex** 
cepting, that in describing his interview 
with the King, he did not mention the &m 
bricated tale by which he had in^osed on 
his Majesty, but left Laurence to suppose 
he owed his success entirely to old Heron-i 
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sbaw and the merits of the falcon, and that 
the gold was given as a recompense for the 
latter. 

It may not be improper to inform the 
reader, before proceeding farther, of the cir- 
cumstances which introduced the Jesuit and 
Laurence to the knowledge of each other, 
for which purpose it will be necessary to 
give a short history of the latter, during 
the six years he had passed abroad. Tt is 
already known that he attended the Earl 
of Gowrie, who went at the age of seven- 
teen, accompanied by his brother, the Mas- 
ter of Ruthven, to Padua, to complete his 
education, and where many causes com- 
bined to make his master regard him with a 
favourable eye. He was about his own 
age,— of a shiewd comprehension, and a 
cheerful temper, — zealous and diligent in 
his attendance, and had with so much ear- 
nestness volunteered to follow him abroad, 
that the man must have been of a disposi- 
tion diametrically opposite to that of the 
youthful Earl, who could have refused to 
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reward his services by distinguishing kind- 
ness. But, perhaps, what weighed with 
the Earl still more than the qualifications 
we have mentioned, was his being his coun- 
tryman. For whosoever hath journeyed far 
from home, knows full well the value whidi 
the mind attaches to the most unimportant 
persons or things when associated with that 
place so deiir to memory^-r-^that territory of 
the heart, which possesses, for fond fancy, a 
charm never attadied to any other spot. 

The Earl and his brother left Scotland 
with only three attendants ; Laurence and 
another young man, who were their body 
servants, and a judicious old man, who was 
foster-father to the Earl, and who accom- 
panied him from motives of love, and as a 
sort of sedative, furnished by the young no- 
blemen's anxious and affectionate mother, 
to operate in some measure on the buoyant 
spirits of themselves and their attendants ; 
and who having served the late Earl loi^ 
and fiuthfuUy, was destined to be comptrol- ' 
ler of his sons' household while abroad, where 
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tbey were to hire what oiher servants were 
necessary. 

. Laurenoeremained nearly two years with 
the Earl of Growrie ; when forming a tran- 
sient attachment to a young woman in the 
service of a Spanish family of distinctian 
then at Padua, he engaged himself in the 
service of her master, and went with him 
to Spain, where, losing the moral advan^ 
tages he had enjoyed in the well-r^ulated 
household of the Earl, under the eye of old 
Adam, already mentioned, as the superin* 
tmidant of the domestics, he hecame dissi- 
pated and licentious, and having frequent- 
ly changed his masters during three years 
that he continued in Spain, he associated 
himself with the most abandoned of his 
species, and was at length lodged in the 
Inquisition, on a chai^ of aggravated he- 
resy, in having sacrilegiously turned into 
ridicule the modes and forms of the Catho- 
lie worship. 

It was at this time, that, sanctioned by 
the Pope, the Jesuit was engaged in exa- 
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minings the prisons of the Inqnisition in 
several of the continental countries, in quest 
of such daring spirits as were expected to 
prove useful in carrying into execution 
those plots and conspiracies, framed by the 
Society of which he was a member, and in 
which they so frequently at that period en- 
gaged ; and being forcibly struck with the 
courage and constancy with which Lau- 
rence endured the tortures inflicted upon 
him, he learned from him his history ; when 
it immediately occurred ta him, that, in 
becoming reinstated in the service of the 
Earl of Gowrie, he might prove of essentiaJi 
service to him, by becoming a spy upon his 
master's actions. He therefore offered to 
liberate him, on his promising fidelity to 
himself, and on condition of his renouncing 
the reformed religion for that of Roma 
To the former of these proposals, he an- 
nexed the prospect of munificent reward ; 
and the latter, being a matter of toe Httle 
moment to occasion any hesitation in a 
mind totaUy divested of religious scruples, 
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he was, iu consequence of his acquiescence, 
immediately emancipated from his perilous 
situation. 

No sooner was he at liberty, than the 
Jesuit, fiimishing him with money, sent 
him into Norway (which was at that pe^ 
riod the country most famed for good hawks) 
in search of a falcon, of the rarest and most 
valuable kind. Laurence was indefatiga- 
ble in the accomplishment of his commis- 
don ; and^ by means of a high bribe, ob- 
tained from one of the King of Denmark's 
fidconers, who went annually into Norway, 
to make a selection from the most valuable 
kinds, the white gyr-falcon, already so often 
mentioned ; and which the Jesuit no sooner 
got into his possession, than he delivered 
to a skilfu^ falconer^ to complete its train- 
ing ; while he set himself to acquire a tho- 
rough knowledge of woodcraft, in which he 
soon became a proficient. 

Meanwhile, Laurence, acting by the Je- 
suit's directions, returned to the Earl of 
Gowrie^ then residing atGeneva; and feign- 
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mg the greatest attachment to hira, and 
the deepest contrition for having left his 
service, he found it no difficult task to pre- 
vail on him to receive him again into his 
employment; espedaUy as the Earl was 
then on the eve of returning to Scotland, 
and did not intend carrying with him any 
of his foreign domestics. 

The Jesuit, about this time, hastened to 
Rome ; and taking the Abbess under his 
inrotection, travelled through Germany, and 
embarked in a vessel from the Texel, bound 
for the port of Leith, a few miles short of 
which place, they were safely landed in the 
commencement of this story ; and where, 
according to the direction of Laurence, whom 
the Jesuit had made acquainted with the 
particulars of his mission to Scotland, in as 
fax as it concerned the Abbess and her 
niecCj it was his intention to have inquired 
for the Hostel of Loretto, had he not been 
immediately directed to it by the fisher- 
man ; intending to take up his abode there^ 
until the axrival of his colleague^ who had 
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agreed to introduce him to old Heron- 
shaw, and who was now attending the Earl 
through France and England, on his way 
to Scotland ; where, as the foregoing rela- 
tion has already conducted him, we shaU 
now again follow, with alaerity, the course 
of our story. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

^air as the first that fell of womankind^ 

When on that dread yet lovely serpent smiling. 
Whose image then was stamp'd upon her mind— > 

But once beguiled— «nd ever more beguiling ; 
iDazzling, as that, oh ! too transcendent vision, ' 

To sorrow's phantom-peopled slumber given ; 
When heart meets heart again, in dreams £l3rsian. 

And paints the lost on earth revived in Heaven ; 
Soft, as the memory of butied love ; 
Pure, as the prayer which childhood wafts above. 
Was sh e 

Bybok. 

The Earl of Gowrie having already had 
a private interview with his brother and 
sister, who were then, as we have said, in 
iattendance on the King and Queen, was^ 
on the second day of his arrival in Edin- 
burgh, accompanied by his brother-in-law, 
the Duke of Lennox, ushered into the 
audience-chamber at Holyrood, through a 

10 
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erowd of courtiers ; to most of whom, the 
Master of Ruthven, proud of hisaccom- 
pUfihed broiher» einilthigly introduced him ; 
and as be passed through a long file of 
lords, knightSp and gentlemen^ it might 
have caused much amusing speculation in 
an acute and unconcerned spectator, to have 
witnessed the difference of feeling mani- 
fested in the several countenances of the 
courtly throng, as the name of the young 
Earl was buzzed throng the ranks of the 
antichamber. A few of the old nobles 
greeted him with that deep interest, with 
which it was natural to regard the repre* 
sentative of his father, who had been their 
ancient colleague ; and who, although they 
had separated themselves from him in his 
misfortunes, yet bore his disastrous, and 
what they considered, his unmerited fate, 
fiesh in their memories. While the eyes 
of these grisly warriors wandered in exa- 
mination over his athletic and manly fi- 
gure, as if looking fi:>r the promise of those 

VOL. I. G 
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** thewes and sinews" which were to fit him 
for futtire warlike service, those who had 
heen of the &ction of his Other's enemies, 
marked the fire and dignity of his eye, and 
shrunk from his gaze with an involuntalry 
dread of retribution. And ever and anon 
might be detected the prying glance of 
«ome young gallant, taking ample note of 
the foreign fashion and materials of his 
doublet, and the cut and air of his ruff; 
while the more estimable among the young 
nobility, pressed eagerly forward to secure 
an introduction, beholding in him a model 
of all that was noble and engaging, on which 
to form their own manners and bearing. 

But however diversified the feelings of 
the spectators, we may venture to affirm, 
that never ^ras any man viewed with senti- 
ments of more general approbation $ im- 
periously called forth by his grandeur oi 
mien, his beauty of person, and a counte- 
nance which appeared the index of all that 
is exalted, frank, and noble. 
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As the Earl advanoed int6 the, room of 
audience, his Majesty hurried towaird him, 
and met him half way, as one whom he de^ 
lighted to honour ; and as the Earl bent 
his knee, to do the customary homage to 
royalty, the King himself assisted him to 
rise, by taking his hand, which he &miliar- 
ly retained in his own for some time, and 
shook with a cordiality which each favourite 
in the presence £elt in his every nerve ; be- 
holding him possessed of all those outward 
endowments most likely to prepossess and 
&scinate a master, so notoriously the slave 
of exterior accomplishments ; and their self- 
isk fears were considerably increased, when 
they observed the unrepressed delight with 
which the King beheld him, and the ar- 
dour which accompanied his recommenda- 
tion of him to the Queen, who, seated un- 
der a rich canopy at the upper end of the 
room, and surrounded by her ladies, had 
apparently, from his first entrance into the 
chamber, impatiently awaited the moment 
of introduction. The Earl knelt before her 
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footstool^ with all the devotion he consi- 
dered dcie to her sex and rank ; and pat 
his lips to the uncoimmonly white hand 
which she extended towards him, with a 
grace and gallantry which made apparent- 
ly the most favourable impression, and call- 
ed a blush of pleasure' to the cheeks, and 
lighted up the eyes of his royal mistress 
with animation. 

^' We congratulate you, my lord,** said 
the Queen, in a lively tone, " on your safe 
return to your native country ; and not lesH 
do we felicitate ourself on obtaining so gd- 
lant an acquisition to our court ; which, 
possessing fewer attractions, we fear, than 
those of France and England, which you 
have just visited, will yet, we trust, be found 
equally impressed with a, sense of the high 
literary fame your lordship hath acquired, 
and which hath been borne to us even at 
this distance,— reflecting high honour on 
the Scottish genius/' 

Her Majesty, who prided herself on h& 
own literary talents, and therefore lost no 
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opportunity of shewing that she patronized 
learning, here alluded to the Earl's having 
been, in the last year of his residence at 
Padua, elected to the Rector's chair of that 
university, which he had filled with such 
ability, that, as a mark of honour, his coat- 
of-arms and titles had been hung up in its 
great hall ; the learned members of that 
celebrated college, at the same time, pub- 
licly expressing their profound admiration 
of his youthful application and extraordi- 
nary talents. 

The flarl bowed low to this J9attering 
jBuIogium of the Queen. *\ My poor pre- 
tensions to commendation have indeed met 
A rich reward in the approbation of your 
Majesty ; who, I hope, will forgive my pre- 
sumption," he added, ^^ when I say, that 
neither in the court of France, nor of Eng- 
land, has a display of greater attractions 
met my sight than is now presented on the 
spot where I have the honour to stand." 

As tlie Earl said thi^, he cast a respect- 
ful and admiring glance, first on the Queen, 
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and then on the ladies by whom she was 
encompassed. 

" What thinks the Lady Beatrix Ruth- 
ven ?" said the Queen, addressing herself 
to a young lady who stood on the left of 
her chair. *^ May we venture to give credit 
to so distinguished a compliment, or must 
we, in our humility, consider it merely a 
specimen of that flattery which we under- 
stand is brought to such refined perfection 
at the court of Elizabeth ; and thus beware 
of trusting to it too implicitly ?** 

" Nay," replied the young lady, *^ since 
your Majei^ty does me the honour to com- 
mand my opinion, I must confess, that I 
see no reason why our humility should de- 
prive us of that which is our undoubted 
right, being fully persuaded of the unim- 
peachable veracity of my brother, and feel- 
ing every inclination to place unbounded 
confidence in his taste and discernment." 

And laying her hand at the same time 
oh the arm of a girl about eighteen, ^bo 
appeared to be sheltering hc^i^ from ob- 



ST JOHNSTOUN. 151 

servation behind her during this dialogue^- 
^e drew her gently forward. ** And here 
is Lady Agnes/' she continued, *^ com- 
pletely of my opinion ; and so are many 
others in this drde, (as she looked round 
Iter with an arch smile,) though none of 
them will be so sincere in confessing a 
hearty belief in their own perfections as 
your gracious Majesty's spoilt girL" 

The Lady Agnes shook her head, with a 
half reproving glance at her volatile fiiend, 
which, as it shot timidly fix>m beneath the 
long dark fiinges of her eyelids, gave an 
irresistible fascination to her countenance, 
and drew on her the regards of the Earl of 
Gowrie, who thought he had never beheld 
a. being so femininely lovely. She was 
dressed in a mouraiiig robe, composed of 
Uack velvet, divested entirely of ornament, 
save that the sleeves, in compliance with 
the taste and example of the Queen, were 
looped above the elbow, with strings of large 
pearls, of which also her necklace was form- 
ed, md the band that confined her hair. 
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-^her height was eonsiderably ^bove the 
middle size, and her figure, though fragile, 
beautifiilly proportioned, — ^the sable gar- 
ment in which it was clothed serving to set 
off to the utmost advantage (though in truth 
it required it not) the transparent whiteness 
and delicate textmre of her skin. The pro- 
fuse ringlets of her dark and bright brown 
hair fell over her forehead nearly to her 
eyes, which were of the darkest grey, beam- 
ing with a touching softnessf, which seemed 
to speak some cause of melancholy not yet 
subdued, and gave a stiblime expression to 
featureswhich aGrecian statuary would have 
loved to copy. Yet when a dmile parted 
her beautiM Ups, and radiantly lighted up 
her coimtenance, it evidently but recalled 
the expression of youthful hope and chasten- 
ed animation most natural to it, and, joined 
with an air of gentle dignity, gave to her 
whole appe^atiee an attraction that -formed 
an appeal to every heart, and seemed, by a 
sort of magic, to awaken its best sympathies. 
Such was the interesting young creature 
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onwbdint tbe Earl of Growrie fixed for a space 
hifl eager gase, till, cooscious of its ap^farent 
rudeness, and the ardent admiration it ex- 
pressed, he withcbrew his regards, and, as if 
by courtly instinct, transferred them to the 
Queai, who, no way slow in interpreting the 
language of his eyes, had been regarding 
their expressive glances at her young at- 
tendant, with that degree of resentment not 
unusually evinced by a proud and vain wo- 
mat), when placed ip the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of superior attractions, which her 
penetration enables her to perceive are fully 
appelated. And, in truth, her Majesty's 
own personal claims to admhration were of 
no mean class, which was now more fully 
remarked by Gowrie. 

Anne of Denmark, then about six-and- 
twenty years of age, was of a commanding 
•height, and of a handsome, though rather 
large figure, with a complexion of that 
dazzling fairness generally the concomitant 
s>{ yeUpw hair~her large blue eyes were re- 
markably clear and animated, and her eye^ 

Qr2 
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brows of a shade darker than her hair, de- 
licately delineated and* much arched, gave 
an expression of grandeur to her high and 
polished forehead, which was much exposed 
by the manner of parting the hair — ^her 
mouth was smaU, and her nose incUning to 
the Roman. But although not a feature, 
taken singly, could be censured, (with per- 
haps the exception of her cheek-bones, too 
prominent for perfect beauty,) yet the whole 
combination and contour was far from plea* 
sing. It was bold and somewhat mascu- 
line — traces of vanity and pride lurked in 
every line, and consciousness of superiority 
that rose to haughtiness. 

Her hair, of which she was particidarly 
vain, was arranged with scrupulous atten- 
tion, and kept from encroaching on her 
forehead by a circlet of precious stones, 
while the longer tresses of its golden threads 
were, at the back, some of them confined by 
bodkins richly gemmed, and some allowed 
to fall upon her shoulders, which were un- 
covered as low as any modem belle could 
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possibly approye; her arms were also bare 
considerably above the elbows, and orna- 
mented vAth richly wrought and costly 
bracelets, overlooked, however, in the ad« 
miration excited by her exquisitely turned 
hands and arms, of which the polished sym- 
metry was. only exceeded by the extreme 
whiteness. 

The attractions of her figure, however, 
were considerably impaired by a cbress of 
rich rose-coloured taffety, much loaded with 
oraaments, disposed with so little judgment 
as^to render them heavily cumberBome ; for 
her love of splendour and magnificence was 
ever more conspicuous than h^r good taste. 

No sooner did her Majesty perceive the 
attention of the Lord Cowrie fixed exdu- 
sivdy on herself, than the displeasure which 
had tinged her haughty features passed off, 
and her face became again. resplendent with, 
smiles. 

'' Surely,^' said her Majesty, turning and 
addressing the Master of Ruthven, who 
stood behind her chair^ *^ never were men 
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blessed with such a sister. You hear the 
unbounded credit the Lady Beatrix has 
just giten to the flattering assertions of the 
Earl, your brother; and/' she continued, 
with an air of coquettishness, and a look of 
£ivour which but ill accorded with her 
words, " we hope you are folly aware that 
were you not indebted to her good offioes» 
you would forfeit our favmii; ten times in 
the day by your madcap practices.*" 

^* Now^ Heaven forefend/* replied the 
yomg gentleman, with that degree of seri- 
ousness befitting the occasion, *^ that yotur ' 
Majesty should ever . withdraw from yoar 
unworthy slave the light of that counte- 
nance, without which he would pine in dark- 
ness and sorrow ; but though I humbly ac- 
knowledge my many delinquencies, if I 
dared to speak it, I would say, that, like 
the blessed sun, whose beams nourish into 
luxuriance the worthless weed, so has your 
Majesty's undeserved favour nurtured that 
happy lightness of spirit which your Mm- 
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jeMy has now thought it necessary to re- 
prove^** 

•* Nay, good Ruthven," returned the 
Queen, '^ look not so seriously on it, we did 
but jest ; and trust our word, that knight- 
eirantess, thy sister, who is ever ready to 
undertake thy cause, has power snfficimt 
tovGOHibat the evil effects of all those deeds 
of thoughtlessness thou hast yet committed, 
or, I dare believe, ever wilt commit'' 

This sweeping pardon was replied to by 
RnliiVen's laying his hand on his breast, 
aitioompamed by a low and gratefol obd^ 
sance. 

'At this moment his Majesty, as if inqui« 
sitive with regard to what had called forth 
this gesture, and the gratified air with which 
it was accompanied, left a nobleman with 
whom he had been i^ome minutes in conver- 
sation, and joined the group at the Queen's 
chair ; he arrived however too late, for the 
dialogue had ceased, and the fidgetty impa- 
tience of his manner and countenance could 
not escape the most superficial observers, as 
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he lodked for explanation first on the Queens 
and then on Ruthven ; — ^he, howeyer, made 
no inquiries in words, and, after a moment's 
pause, addressed himself to Gowrie. 

" Heard ye aught, my Lord," said he, 
*' from our sister o' England, o' the request 
vre hae lately made her to send us a band 
tf thae merry wags o' players for whieh 
her capital is at this present sae famous ?" 

** I am in sooth the bearer of a niessage 
on that subject," said Go^vne, *' and crave 
your Majesty's pardon for not having ere 
this ddivered it< The Queen of JSnghmd 
commanded me to assure your Majesty that 
she is right happy in having it in her power 
to contribute to the amusement of your Mar 
jesties ; and that a company of comedians 
shall be dispatched toward Edinburgh as 
soon as they cau complete their necessary 
equipments." 

The Queen,, passionately fond of publie 
exhibitions, heard this with delight. 

'^ Know you, my Lord," said she, ** if 
that same Shakspeare, the reading of whose 
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plays hath given us so much satis&ctian, 
Cometh with them ?*' 

^*In this matter,** replied the Earl, ^' I can- 
not satisfy- your Majesty ; his ahsenoe, how- 
ever, may be the less regretted, as his per- 
formance falleth so far short of the admi- 
rable characters he hath conceived, that the 
Ghost, in his own play of Hamlet, is among 
the most important of those he enacts." 

^^ I have heard,'' remarked his Majesty, 
'^ that his education was not classical, at 
whilk I couldna but admire, having sup- 
posed him a riglit erudite scholar." 

'^ May I take the liberty of inquiring 
which of his plays your Majesty most ap- 
proves ?" said the Earl. 

'^ Methinks," said his Majesty, fixing 
his eyes upon the Queen, *^ that the hu- 
mours o' Fetruchio, and his art in bring- 
ing that high.spinted dame o' his under 
the dominion o' that controul sae properly 
set furth in her concluding speech, gied 
us the maist contentment." 

The quick blood mounted instantly to 
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the cheeks of the Queen, and she replied 
contemptuously, " I think very differently ; 
the woman only con&sseth the slavish weak- 
ness of a spirit broken by the brutal force 
of her lo^el husband ; and we hope there 
are but few such fools." 

" Fool will ye her?" said his Majesty 
with vehemence ; ^* then deil hae me> but I 
wish a' the wives in our dominions were 
such, banning even at the tapmost branch 
o' the tree." — Then motioning the Mas- 
ter of Ruthven toward him, he took him by 
the arm, and, without waiting her Mi^es« 
ty's reply, drew him to a considerable dis- 
tance, and began to discourse on the time 
and place of the next day's hunt. 

The Earl of Gowrie, meantime, not be- 
ing accustomed, like the other courtiars, to 
these royal bickerings, was somewhat as- 
toundeif Mth what appeared the evil effects 
of the subject he had unfortunately brdadi- 
ed, but not liking to discontinue it too 
abruptly, he spoke of the general adminiF 
tion excited by ** As you Like it," just then 
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produced from the pen of the same author ; 
and, at the request of the Queen, repeated 
some of the most beautiful and striking 
parts, which his refined and correct taster 
joined with the finely modulated tones of 
his voice, rendered a gratification of so de- 
lightful and novel a nature to her Majesty, 
and all around her, that every trace of any 
thing less harmonious, passed off from 
thdir minds. 

But in this courtly drcle of admiring 
Usteners, none seemed to feel so deeply the 
nature and pathos of the quotation made 
by the £arl, as the Lady Agnes Somerdale, 
who, no longer requirmg the hand of her 
friend Beatrix to draw her forth, fixed har 
eyes with profound attention on the speaker, 
while her own countenance exhibited in its 
varying features how completely she enter- 
ed into the spirit of the author,, and how 
enthusiastically sensible she was of the re- 
citer's powers. But no sooner had he ceased 
to speak, and had again bent his eyes ex- 
clusively on herseli^ than she shrunk back 
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from the fitation she occupied, covered with 
oonfusioii for having so far forgotten the 
usual reserve of her nature, as to. have ren- 
dered herself and her feelings so conspicu- 
ous ; while Gk)wrie, unaccustomed to meet 
with such retiring modesty in a court beau- 
ty, looked on her with wonder, and, was no 
sooner alone with his brother, than he eager- 
ly questioned him concerning her. 

** Ah ! my dear brother," said the Mas- 
ter, ** cast not, I beseech you, your admiring 
eyes on. that fair damsel, for she is guarded 
•by all the saints in the Romish calendar^ 
who will, without doubt, avenge her upon 
that bold heretic who shall attempt her coy 
little heart." 

^^ You do not mean to say she is a Ro- 
manist ?" said the Earl, with an unconscious 
look of dismay. 

*^ Even so," replied the Master, '* and a 
Ingotted one too, in as &r as the most ob- 
stinate &ith in her own creed goes ; at least 
so sayeth our sister Beatrix, from whom 
cometh my information, and who tells me 
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that her faith hath been assailed in vain by 
some of our most eloquent and zealous di- 
vines ; for although the very soul of mild- 
ness, she exhibits an unparalleled firmness 
when her belief is attacked, that distances 
all argument and persuasion." 

** Who is she ?" demandied Gto^frie ; " fiw: ' 
I have not yet heard her fiimily name." 

^* She is the daughter of the late Lord 
Somerdale," replied his brother ; ^ you must 
have met with her uncle^ the present Lord, 
at the Court of France, as he is now there.** 

** I know him well/* replied Gowrie ; ^ but 
you rarprise me, for he is one of the most 
staunch upholders of the reformed kirk " 

** And so was her fi^ither,'* replied the 
Master ; ^^ but the mother of this lady was 
no upholder of the kirk, but a staunch Pa- 
pist'* 

^* Ah ! then,'* returned the Earl, " she 
hath imbued the mind of her daughter with 
her own errors ! How can any man, whose 
understanding is enlightened by the Gospel 
of Truth, be so infatuated as to marry a 
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woman who may thus continue the darkness 
of idolatry in his own offspring ?" 

^' Nay, he must be as blind as the little 
God who influences him," replied the gay 
Ruthven ; ^' but we all know, or at least 
have heard too much of his arbitrary power, 
' to wonder at a man's sacrificing every thing 
to her, whose beauty and attractions were 
so unrivalled, as I understand were those of 
Lady Somerdale." 

*^ I cannot conceive a more beautiful or 
attractive being than her daughter," said 
Gowrie; ^^ yet I should think the man 
worse than mad who, himself a Protestant, 
cotdd forget all the claims of hin faith, and 
make her his wife." 

" In sooth," returned his brother, " I 
earnestly pray that no temptation of the 
kind may be thrown in my path, lest I 
should speak lesi^ confidently on the sub- 
ject; but thanks to my stars, the Lady 
Agnes is too reserved and melancholy a 
damsel to attract my volatile regards ; no ! 
I shall assuredly never &U in love with 
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Melpomene; it must be some gay Thalia 
that presents the temptation that is to com* 
bat my pradence." 

** I trust,** said the Earl, seriously, ** that 
though you talk thus lightly, my dear Alex* 
ander, you will be as loath to forfeit yout 
character for prudence as I shall be.— -But 
tell me how Lady Agnes S<mierdale came 
to be selected by the Queen as one of her 
ladies ; for in the short time I have yet had 
to study her Majesty's humour, it appear^ 
eth to me that she cannot have acted from 
any gxeat sympathy with the feelings of one 
so serious as you describe her charming at* 
tendanf 

** No, no,** answered Ruthven, " her Ma^ 
Jesty, like myself is too fond of gaiety to 
haire made choice of one who ever seemli to 
repel it. But the mother of Lady Agnes, 
you are to know, having designed her for a 
cloister, tried her death-bed influence on her 
husband to persuade him to sanction her 
wish, which, however, proved vain ; and just 
before his own death, which happened about 
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f^ months past, he made his brother, the 
present Lord, promise to place his daughter 
under the protection of the Queen, to pre- 
vent the possibility of her mother's sister, 
who is Superior of a convent at Rome, from 
getting her into her power, which it seems 
she had attempted even in the lifetime of 
her father. He likewise made his brother 
promise, that every expedient should be 
tried to wean her from her erroneous faith, 
which, as I before repeated, hath proved 
hitherto fruitless ; and now, my dear Gow- 
rie, you have all the information I can giv^ 
except that she hath, I think, bewitched 
our sister Beatrix, who, despite their consti- 
tutional dissimilarity, vows she never loved 
any one so well." Thus ended the conv^- 
sation of the brothers ; and here we con- 
clude this chapter. 
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CHAPTER X. 

He was perfumed like a milliner, 
And 'twizt his finger and his thumb he held 
A pouncet-boz, which ever and anon 
He gave hb nose, and took't away again. 

Shaupeabb. 

The beauty and amiable qualities of 
Lady Agnes Somerdale were of that kind 
which gain so much on the heart and un- 
derstanding by being frequently contempla- 
ted, that it was no matter of surprise, i^ 
after their having once made the forcible 
impression on the Earl of Growrie, described 
in the last chapter, they were unconscious- 
ly the cause that he became domesticated 
in the royal circle, where only she was to 
be seen. And the manners of the Scottish 
Court during the period of which we are 
writing, placing the nobles, and all the men 
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of family who possessed influence or wealthy 
much more on a footing of social intercourse 
with royalty, than the etiquette of courts 
in the present day would sanction, it was 
not remarked as any thing uncommon, that 
the Earl was so frequently an inmate of her 
Majesty's private apartments, and admitted 
to where she and her ladies amused them- 
selves in various emplojrments. This was a 
comparatively small chamber, in furnishing 
which Anne had given way to her taste for 
luxury and magnificence. The walls were 
covered with the richest tapestry &om 1^ 
looms of Arras, on which was depicted the 
story of the Captive Chrysds, from the 
Iliad, which was divided into several por- 
tions, to suit the compartments fbrmed by 
three Venetian mirrors. At the upper part 
of this room was placed a chair of states 
surmounted by a canopy of doth of silveVi 
lined with azure satin, long draperies frcnu 
which were upheld by two alabaster Cupids 
standing on pedestals, one on eadi side of 
the throne, who peeped forth at each othflr 
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as if playing ak hide-and-seek in their folds. 
Bef<2re the diair stood a table of about three 
feet square; which came originally from 
Mexico, and was a present to her Majesty 
from the King of Spain, brought over by 
one of those private ambassadors, who, as 
she was ever a firm friend to their mast^, 
always found fiivour in her sight It was 
of rich mosaic work, formed of the feathers 
of small birds, extremely valuable on ac- 
count of the beauty of their plumage, and 
curiously inlaid round the edge with gold 
and ivory. '^ Some Indians,'' says a Spa- 
nish historian, ^^ who are able artists, exe- 
cute this sort of work so perfectly, that they 
Imitate the best painters of Spain ; and 
what neither the pencil nor the colours in 
painting can effect, they have done." This 
table was usually covered with blue satin, 
ricl^ly embroidered with a deep border of sil- 
ver tissue. To the right and left of the chair, 
^t some little distance, were two small re- 
cesses containing figures of nymphs, of Ita« 
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lian sculpture, bearing on thmr heads small 
tablets, on each of which stood a . large 
vase of massy gold, containing powerful per- 
fumes, that had been presented at the chris- 
tening of Prince Henry, by the ambassadors 
of the States of Holland. The floor, and 
three steps which raised that part of the 
room on which the chair of state stood > were 
covered with a Persian carpet, of rich and 
vivid colours. Chairs, stools, and tables, 
with innumerable moveable cushions, stuff- 
ed with eider down, (incredible quantities 
of which were at that time brought to Den- 
mark from the King's Icelandic dominions,) 
filled up the lower part of this apartment, 
which was also furnished with musical in- 
struments. There was likewise a store of 
embroidering-frames, and other implements 
for ladies' work, by which they found means 
in those days, as well as the present, to be 
laboriously^ idle. In short, the Queen had 
collected in this favourite apartment all that 
could delight the eye, or gratify the senses ; 
yet, gorgeous and luxurious as it was> the 
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ponderously heavy cornices, and the narrow 
windows, with their* deep recesses, gave it 
still din appearance of gloom. 

tt was in this room, into which the Earl of 
Gol7\riie was one day admitted, that he found 
the Queen, with Agnes, Beatrix, and his 
brothdr. The Ladies Agnes and Beatrix 
were engaged at their embroidering-frames 
in separate windows, while her Majesty, 
seated in the chair of state, appeared busily 
employed in arranging some jewels, taken 
from easels that stood on the table before 
her, and to which the Master of Ruthven, 
who had been excused that day from his 
attendance in the hunting field, in conse- 
quence of having sprained his arm, seemed 
also to be giving his attention. 

iSet Majesty raised her head immediate^ 
ly on the Earl's entiiance.— ** Come hither, 
my Lord of Gowrie," she said, " and give 
us your assistance. The Master hath been 
directing me how to form a carcanet of 
jewels from our hoards, which ishall^ from 
the rare qualities contained in each, have 
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power- to protect us from all imaginable 
evils, and endow us with all manner of vir- 
tues — Nay, now," she continued, ** you 
smile somewhat maliciously, my lord, me- 
thinks as though you doubted the power of 
our gems to accomplish such marvels ; but 
we are determined to put our plan in exe- 
cution, and, as soon as we have arranged 
these stones, to deliver them to G^rge 
Heriot, our cunning workman, that wq 
may, as soon as possible, become possessed 
of this charmed necklace, expecting it to 
vie with the most famous talisman of the 
East ; therefore, no more of those incredu- 
lous smiles, I beseech you." 

" Your Majesty may rest assured," said 
the Earl, " that no one of your faithful 
subjects can more fervently wish that their 
spells may prove potent to protect your 
Grace from every approach of calamity. 
Nor am I ignorant of the vast importance 
iattached to their qualities, as thus express- 
ed by a learned lapidary,— 
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* That^ by heavenly influence. 

Each precious pearl and stone 
Hath in his substance fixed force 

And yirtues largely sown.' 
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** Proceed we then," said the Queen, who, 
it is more than prohahle, partook largely in 
the helief of most of the &nciful theories of 
the time, — " Proceed we then to finish our 
task — ^Thia is an agate, — ^what sayeth the 
Master are its peculiar properties ?" 

'* It is most inestimable," said Ruthven 
•— '^ it maketh eloquent, and procureth the 
favour of princes, mdaho protects him who 
weareth it from dangers of storm and tem- 
pest, by sea and land." 

"Ah !" said her Majesty, laughing, ** I 
will have some of monstrous size prbcured, 
to bestow upon our consort for behoof of his 
many ambassadors. — And this," she con^- 
tinued, taking another stone from one of 
the cases, and holding it up — " what have 
you to say for this ?" 

" The hyacinth — ^for such I think it is," 
said the Master, taking it in his hand—- 
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^^ prevents pe&tilenti^l mfecticHif and is a 
preservative from potson.** 

"And this sapphire?" inquired theQueen^ 
after examining and passing several of the 
gems,^^" Come, good Huthven, your task is 
nearly completed, for methinka this is the 
only stone you have not seen." 

" Is your Majesty's carcanet thea of a 
reasonable length ?" said Ruthven.. 

" Why, yeSf" replied her Majesty, after 
laying the stones side by side before her ; 
" but we must assuredly add this for its 
beauty, though its other qualities should 
be inferior to those we have already select- 
ed." 

" It hath many virtues," returned the 
Master ; " yet," added he, gaily, " can ydiu? 
Majesty stand in no need of its assistance, 
while those two living sapphires, your Ma- 
jesty's, eyes,, put to shame the lustre of the 
stone." 

There was more truth in this speech tha;^ 
is usually contained in compUments 6f the 
kind ; for the Queen's eyes were of ^hat 
beautiful blue, which well warranted the 
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comparison, nor could the gem exceed them 
in brightness ; and it may well be supposed 
that such appropriate flattery took nothing 
from their lustre, — on thecontrary,theydart- 
ed such orient beams of favour on the young 
man who had thus ventured to eulogize 
them, that his own sunk beneath them. The 
Earl felt surprised, and somewhat troubled ; 
much of his alarm arose from observing the 
free manner in which Ruthven dared to ad- 
dress the Queen, but more from the en- 
couragement she gave him; a still staronger 
instance of which, to his great dismay, he 
was about to witness. 

Anne addressed herself immediately to 
the Earl. — " Have you ever met, my lord," 
said she, ^ with one more skilled in subter- 
fr/ge than this brother of thine ? — I have 
wearied him to death with this same carca- 
net, and now, refusing to lend me his as- 
sistance any longer, he puts me off with a 
compliment to my eyes 4jro," she con- 
tinued, playftdly, to Ruthven, "go — we 
cannot be deceived you see^Yet surely your 
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services deserve some reward." — And, un- 
tyiog from her nedc an embroidered rib- 
band, to which a locket was suspended, she 
made a motion for him to stoop ; he in- 
stantly kneeled, and she fastened it round 
his neck. The movement was instanta- 
neous ; and, almost before the Earl cotdd 
persuade himself that what he had just 
witnessed was no' deception of vision, his 
brother had risen, and devoutly kissed the 
ornament thus bestowed. 

If the Earl felt amazed before, he was 
now perfectly lost in astonishment ; and 
foreseeing the probable ill effects of such 
thoughtless indications of favour to so young 
a man, whom, as a brother, he tenderly 
loved, he determined to hazard the Queen's 
displeasure, by urging what partook of the 
naTureofaremonstrLce. 

** That young coxcomb^ my gracious 
Queen," said Gowrie, " is already nearly in- 
su£ferable ; — ^let me then most humbly en» 
treat you to recall this most distinguishing 
mark of your royal £ivour, which, besides 
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increasing his vanity to an extravagant 
pitch, may possibly draw on him the hatred 
of those who conceive themselves more en-^ 
titled to your gracious consideration*" 

The Queen looked at the Earl steadily 
for an instant, while her &ce and neck 
were suffused with a crimson glow. 

The words of Gowrie were merely luoh 
as might have been spoken in that spirit of 
badinage of which she had set the example, 
but the seriousness and air of vexation with 
which they were uttered gave them, to her 
quick perception, the full meaning he wish- 
ed them to convey, an4 she replied more to 
the expression of his countenance than to 
bis language. 

" We perceive, my lord,** she said, 
^* that you kindly mean to act as our moni- 
tor ; we will, however, in future spare you 
that trouble, having arrived at what we 
ourself consider the years of discretion." 

The Earl of Gowrie did all that he could 
to make his sentiments appear less legibly 
written in his features, but his strong disap- 
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probation of herconduct was too deeply seated 
to admit of its being so speedily effaced from 
his countenance, and it was in vain that he 
apologized for his zeal to prevent a shadow 
of blame from being cast upon her conde- 
scension. 

" If the Master of Ruthven agrees with 
your lordship/' she said, haughtily, ** in 
considering my gift so very dangerous^ he 
has my full permission to destroy it as soon 
as he thinks meet — ^recall it I certainly 
shall not" 

Ruthven again pressed the locket to his 
lips, and swore solemnly that nothing on 
earth should make him part with it, but 
that, on the contrary, he would guard it with 
the last drop of his blood. The vehemence 
of his tone and action, and the looks of in- 
dignation he darted on his brother for wish- 
ing to deprive him of the locket, soothed 
the Queen ; for, delighted with this roman* 
tic fervour, which her vanity loved so well, 
she speedily regained her good humour, and 
turning to the Earl, she said, ^* Let all this 
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folly be forgotten ; and prithee; Ruthveni 
eall hither thy sister, who sits plying her 
needle yonder with as much diligence as 
though she were the wife of some hurley 
yeoman, and had six small children to pro- 
vide with warp and woof— Do, dear Bea- 
trix,'' she continued, as the sister of Gowrie 
approached, ^* take thy lute, and refresh me 
with its melody, for I am weary of these 
men and baubles ;" and she pushed pettish- 
ly from her the table on which the jewels 
were displayed. 

" Shall we retire," said the Earl to tlie 
Master, ** lest we increase the weariness of 
which her Majesty complains ?" 

" Not so, good my lord, if it please you 
to remain,'' said her Majesty, somewhat 
sharply ; " we shall retain you till your sis- 
ter's melody hath chased away all your dark 
chimeras, and the honey-dew of peace de- 
scend once more upon your justly troubled 
spirit" 

This was pronounced in such a satirical 
tone, and accompanied by such an air of 
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m(Hk gravity, that the Earl could not avoid 
smiling, though inwardly provoked by her 
thoughtless levity ; he bowed however,, in 
acquiescence^ 

** Go, I beseech you, my dear brother,** 
said Lady Beatrix to the Earl, ^^ and warn 
my friend Agnes that I am summoned 
from the race her fair fingers have been 
striving to win with mine for some twa 
hours past." 

" Recollect, however, my lord," ss&d the 
Queen^ ^^ we do not require her attendance^ 
should she be disposed to continue her em- 
ployment," — For her Majesty seldom felt 
any wish for the presence of one whose man^ 
ners were a tacit rebuke to her own. 

The Earl having received this commis- 
sion, so congenial to his wish, gladly pro<^ 
ceeded to the foot of the room, where Ag« 
nes, enshrined between the splendid cur* 
tains, sat in the deep recess of a window, 
intent on arranging the different shades of 
silk, so as to suit the fiury creations of her 
fancy. 
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The Queen, on Cowrie's departure, fol- 
lowed him with a glance, in which there was 
much of admiration, mixed with apparent 
pique. *^ Now, for my Ufe, can I not ima- 
gine,*' said she, addressing Ruthven and 
his sister, ^ what can tempt that noble Earl 

* to assume these airs of solemn wisdom. — 
Dost know, my Beatrix, that he seemed to 
consider it his bounden duty even now to 
reprove our folly for bestowing that bauble 
which hangs about the Master's neck :— we 
havenot been so schooled, God wot, since first 
we came from Denmark, when Sir James 
Melville was appointed our nursing father 
and keeper by our royal consort, who thought 
his bride too young to go alone ; yet, by 
our faith it was a thankless office, and we 

• would not advise those who value our good 
graces to emulate his homilies." — And, 
roused by these seemingly unpleasant re- 
flections, her eyes flashed resentment as she 
spoke. 

' Ruthven, whose heart smote him for ha- 
ving partaken so much in her feelings to*- 
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wards his brother as he had done, could not 
now any longer endure to hear him cen- 
sured, and said with energy, but with an 
aspect of the deepest respect, — " Oh, your 
Majesty knows net my excellent brother, 
and the loyalty of his noble heart toward his 
Queen, and hew deepfy it will grieve him 
should his offence be- remembered by her ! 
Ltet me therefore entreat youar Majesty to 
think of it no more, save as the overflow- 
ings of his love toward me, his brother, 
whom he perchance considers as the young 
eaglet, stUl too weak to look upon the fuU 
meridian sun, and who, soaring a pitch too 
high, may be dazzled by its brightness, and 
hurled to earth with lacerated wing^" 

" Gramercy !** said her Majesty^ with aR 
arch and penetrating smile, *^ our wit is 
much too dull of comprehension for these 
bright metaphors, though our womanly in-* 
stinct hath discavered some sacrifice, intend- 
ed to gratify our vanity,, and appease omr 
kindling wrath ^^be it, thePji ^ thou hasl^ 
said/* 
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' Buthven and Beatrix were both eloquent 
in their thanks ; and she proceeded, in high 
-good humour, ** I prithee, Buthven, re^ 
move from my sight that odious trinket of 
thine, and never let it meet mine eyes 
again.'* 

This could only be done, of course^ by 
taking it from his neck, or hiding it with- 
in his vest ; the former he had sworn never 
to do, nor could it have been so rudely dis- 
placed, according to the most common rules 
of gallantry. There remained, therefore, 
but one alternative, and it was immediately 
placed next his heart. 

^^ Let me lose all but this," said he, pla- 
cing hU h^nd above it, ^^ and I shall still 
be rich*" 

" Hush r hush !** said the Queen ; ** be- 
hold your Argus yonder hath turned his 
eyes upon you, which, by our faith, we think 
have concentrated in them the powers of 
the whole hundred given to his jirototype ; 
but I had forgot," she added with a smile, 
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*^ I have done ; and now^ Beatrix^ sing me 
one of my native ballads from ^ The Kaimpe 
Viser; ** 

These were heroic songs, eoUected by 
order of Anne's mother, Sophia, Queen of 
Denmark, a few years previous to this pe< 
riod, and of which she was extremely fond.. 
Anne had all her mother's partiality for 
these wild and romantic l^euds of anti^ 
quity, and sat frequently for hours listening 
to them, when sung for her amusement by 
the ladies of her court. 
/ The Lady Beatrix took her lute, and 
placing a cushion at the Queen's feet, sat 
down on it, and prepared to begin her song. 
Her purpose was, howevar, delayed, by the 
entrance of several of her Maiesty's ladies 
in waiting. am««g whom was the Duchm 
of Lennox, who occasionally attended on 
the Queen at Holyrood,^ and who, cm enter-% 
ing, said something to Beatrix^ which ^ 
pearing to* occasion her muck amusement^i 
her Majesty inquired the C9>usck 
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^^ I was only informing my sister, please 
your Majesty," said the Duchess, " that I 
have just overheard, as I crossed the great 
gallery, a lover of hers rehearsing some 
verses, in which her name occurred at least 
ten times before he was aware that I was a 
listener ; and so wrapt and moon-struck did 
he seem, that I fear me, if he is not speedi- 
ly cured of this most sore disease, it were 
less than safe to trust him with the cure of 
others," 

« Oh r replied Anne, « if it is Herbal 
of whom you speak, I declare it nothing 
diort of treason against our mirth, to at- 
tempt the reformation of that thrice re- 
nowned ass ; for by this light, since he hath 
entertained this love-sick fancv, he is the 
most amusing fool we ever looked upon ; 
and being even now in the humour for such 
pastime, I will have him here upon the in- 
stant. Go, Ruthven, and tell him we com- 
mand his attendance. — ^Now," said Anne, 
^\ let not the Lady Beatrix disappoint our 
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frolic ; for presumption such a& his deserves 
BO mercy at her hands." 

If the look which Beatrix gave her Ma- 
jesty in reply to this might be trusted, it 
promised not to spare him, but she spoke 
not ; for at that instant, he entared with 
Ruthven. He was a little man,^ apparent** 
ly near forty, whose yellow meagre f^ce, and 
uncommonly small head,, seemed as if by 
some mistake to be placed upon a square- 
built body, that would itself have been no 
way disproportioned to a man a foot and a 
half taller. One of his legs was stout and 
thick, in conformity to the size of his body^ 
while the other appeared as if cast in the 
same mould to which his head had belongf 
ed, for it was thin and shrivelled^ and from 
a contraction in the tendons of the heel, 
caused a halt in his gait. Notwithstanding 
these disadvantages of person, he was dress- 
ed in the very extremity of the most absiurd 
fashion of the day ; and firom a certain as- 
surance in the ga^e of his small black eyes. 
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and the air of outward confidence diffiised 
over his whole person, the spectator at once 
felt convinced that he was conscious of no 
defect, but that, on the contrary, he was a 
vain man, and valued himself not a little 
on account of some imaginary perfection. 

Now the truth was, that Doctor Hugh 
Herbal, physician in ordinary to his Ma- 
jesty, did seriously and solemnly believe, 
that no other man of his day was possessed 
of superior technical knowledge, or equal 
genius and sagacity in detecting the symp- 
^s and porting out the rLedies for 
every disease under the sun. Fortunately 
for himself he had persuaded his Majesty 
to be much of the same opinion, which he 
had accomplished partly by his pedantic 
jargon, and by being possessed of a tho- 
rough knowledge of the Latin language — a 
quality which enhanced his value much in 
the King's estimation ; yet he was perhaps 
still more beholden to his adroitness, in 
constantly affirming that his royal master 
promoted his health by all those exercises 
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to which he was attached, no matter how 
intemperately pursued ; as likewise by big 
commendations of the nutritious qualities 
of those sweet wines, to the use of which 
the Eang was so profusely addicted, and 
which some of his Majesty's more honest 
physicians had thought it their duty to hint, 
were prejudicial to his constitution. Thus, 
by acquiescing in all the tastes of Jameti^i 
who was ever childishly impatient of what^ 
soever thwarted his inclinations, he became 
so necessary to him, and so much in favomv 
that no one about the court Tentured to at- 
tack him, save under the patronage of the 
Queen. She seeing through his character, 
and despising it, sometimes drew from his 
peculiarities amusement for herself and her 
attendants, although his vanity kept him 
from perceiving it, and made him feel flat* 
tered by what he considered her particular 
notice. 

This person, such as he has been de- 
scribed, now advanced up the room toward 
her Majesty, with a simper of consdous 
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satis&ction upon his sallow features ; and 
easting an affiscted glance of admiration to- 
ward Lady Beatrix, who had hegan to play 
and sing, he approached the Queen with 
an humble obeisance, who returned it by a 
slight inclination of her head, and motion 
of her hand toward the fair songstress, as 
intimating, that she was attending to her, 
and did not choose to be disturbed. Her- 
bal, on this sign, withdrew to some distance 
from her person, fixing his eyes on Lady 
Beatrix, whUe he beat time to her song 
with the fingers of one hand, on a splendid 
box, which contained a costly perfume, and 
which he held so slightly in the other, as 
to exhibit a beautiful painting in enamel, 
set with brilliants ; while his eyes were ever 
and anon cast up with a mawkish affecta- 
tion of rapture, which seemed exceedingly 
to delight the spectators. The sound of the 
lute had no sooner ceased, than he address- 
ed Lady Beatrix in the most florid style 
of compliment ; to which she replied, with 
downcast eyes, and a well dissembled ap- 
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pearance of gratification, which raising his 
hopes, would have induced him to continue 
his gallantry, had she not reminded him 
that he had been sent for by her Majesty; . 
" Now, Ruthven," said the Queen^ 
^ Herbal shall in our presence pronounce 
upon the injury your arm hath sustained ; 
for, Heaven forgive usi if we have wrong- 
fiiUy suspected thee of wishing to riise the 
compassion of our fair ladies, by a strata- 
gem which maketh thee so helplessly inte- 
iresting, and also displayeth to such advan- 
tage the curious embroidery of that scarf 
that supporteth it withal." 

" Your Majesty will, I trust, be con- 
vine^ that you have done me wrong," said 
Ruthven, ** when Doctor Herbal shall make 
his report upon my arm." 

"Meanwhile let me look upbn that paint- 
ing, good Hierbal," tS^id the Queen, ** which 
thou boldest in thine hand." 

Doctor Herbal immediately delivered the 
box to her Majesty, with one of those con- 
tortions of his body, which he imagined a 
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graoeftil T>ow. The miniature on its lid was 
that of an tmoommonly beautiful woman/ 
in the bloom of youth. After her Majesty 
had looked on it for some time, she called 
0n her laVlies to admire it, while Herbal 
examined Ruthven^s hand, which appeared 
(Considerably swelled. 

** I must be so bold," said Herbal, ^ as 
to remark, that your Majesty's suspicions 
have, indeed, done the Master of Ruthven 
less than justice; for this has really," he 
continued, as he held the wrist on which he 
was about to lecture exposed to view, " been 
a severe sprain. The extension of the liga« 
ments about the carpus is so great, that 
the radius and metacarpus are become" 

" Now, beshrew my heart," interrupted 
the Queen> '^ if thou beginnest with thine 
unintelligible gibberish, it were but lost la- 
bour to listen to thee, therefore no more ; 
we trust thy skill to devise such remedies 
as shall bring relief to the Master. — Mean- 
while, I am impatient to learn whose like- 
ness this is^ that formeth, as we think, the 



192 ST JOHKSTOUN. 

principal adcHnment of this cosily box ; or 
is she but the creature of the painter's 
fimcy?" 

** She was no imaginary^ being, so please 
your Highness," said Herbal, with an air 
of conscious triumph, *^ but one that was 
more beauteous still than she is represented." 

** Was !" repeated her Majesty ; '^ is she 
then dead? or hath the ruthless hand of 
time defaced these matchless features ? But 
I forget me ; so young a man as thou could 
not in the latter case have vouched the re- 
semblance ; and, perhaps," she contipued as 
she read in his countenance a hypocritical 
expression of sorrow, mingled with what she 
construed into an eagerness to be intenU' 
gated on the subject, — " perhaps we ought 
not to question you too closely lest she was 
some lady-love of thine, whose loss you still 
deplore ! Speak ! — Was it so ?" 

*^ Gratitude for the good opinion ,«o &ir 
a creature deigned to entestain of my un- 
worthy self, could not but leave some dr^ 
of grief behind, though not exactly of th^ 
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nature whidi your Majesty hath seemed to 
hint^" teplied Herbal. 

•* What!*' said the Queen ; while the eyes 
of Herbal being turned on the ground pre- 
vented him from observing the look of un- 
utterable derision with which she surveyed 
his grotesque figure—" What ! you do not 
mean to imply that you were so cruel as 
not to return the regard of the unfortunate 
beauty?" 

" Affection, as your Majesty knoweth/' 
he replied, " cannot be forced. It was there- 
fore no crime of mine if I felt nought but 
respect for one that filled all other hearts 
with love." 

" Barbarous savage !" said the Queen, 
affecting the utmost indignation, while the 
laugh she could scarce control slightly con- 
vulsed the comers of her mouth, and was 
seen dancing in her large blue eyes. " It is 
probable then that you suffered so sweet a 
creature to die for love of you — ^take your 
box, I cannot pardon thee, or look again 
on it" 

VOL» I* I 
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" Nay," replied Herbal, ** your Majesty is 
too severe upon me ; I said not so — the lady 
died — ^but God forefend her death should 
lie at my door ! She was a foreigner, and I 
80 young a man when we met abroad, that 
it would have been but madness to have 
thought of marriage ; and yet, alas ! no 
heart is softer than the one I bear !" And 
laying his hand on his breast, he looked 
conceitedly toward the Lady Beatrix, and 
sighed profoundly. 

The Lady Beatrix turned her head, and 
whispered to the Duchess of Lennox— 
*^ Now could I spit at him, did I not hope for 
better revenge," 

" Nay, Eferbal," said her Majesty, with 
impenetrable gravity, '^ as I hope for peace, 
will I not have these dangerous sighs waft- 
ed toward our damsels, lest some one of 
them should share the fate of that poor 
maiden we have just been pitying. There- 
fore, I command thee to marry, for thou 
hast not how thy extreme youth to plead : 
and shouldest thou choose a wife from this 
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fair throng, I promise thee a merry wed- 
ding. — \¥hat say you, ladies, shall we not 
be gay ?'* 

** Were all these ladies of my mind," 
said Lady Beatrix, " then would your Ma- 
jesty's considerate eare have little to appre- 
hend for us from sighs, and such like am- 
bassadors of flimsy love as silken knights 
employ/' 

" Gramercy," replied Anne, with weU- 
feigned surprise, ** I pray thee what might 
then suffice ? 

" O,'* returned the Lady Beatrix, " I could 
never bestow myself upon the man who only 
proved his love by sighs." And she conti- 
nued, darting a look full of penetrating and 
oomic expression at the attentive Herbal, 
" He who wins my favour must be able to 
conquer with his sword all others who con- 
tend for it, — he must be perfect in martial 
exercises, and the management of his steed ; 
for even his springing on him without as- 
sistance from the stirrup, though I confess 
it but a common feat, hath more charm for 
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my heart, than all the sighs that he coHid 
breathe, although his throat should emulate 
the cave of -3Eolus. — I should like him, too, 
to %ure in the grave and graceful dance—- 
and he must be a learned man, and if he 
had the genius of a poet to celebrate my 
perfections, so much the better, for then 
would they be handed down to posterity,— 
these are the qualities that I most dearly 
prize, and the only ones that will ever make 
an impression on my affections.'' 

Her Majesty was much diverted by this 
list of perfections, many of which were to- 
tally unattainable by Herbal,— and by thte 
perplexed air with which he heard thetii 
enumerated. 

" Now I have said my say," continued 
the young lady, '^ is my determination ap- 
proved by your Majesty and these ladies?" 
^ Anne and her ladies acquiesced most 
heartily in her ideas of the proper qualities 
of a lover. ** And certes," said the Queefi, 
" that man were not worthy of your favour, 
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\rho, being deficient in any of these quali- 
fications, set not himself to acquire them." 

^* Nay, that is for his consideration/' said 
Beatrix ; ^^ but my determination is fixed 
as fiite." 

The grimaces that accompanied a low 
bow, made by Herbal at this juncture, to 
Lady Beatrix, so nearly overset the gravity 
of the scene, that one instant more, and 
even the blinded and egregious vanity of 
Herbal must have discovered that he was 
made the butt of the circle ; Ruthven, how- 
ever, perceived the danger, and having no 
inclination to lose the amusement he still 
expected from this vain coxcomb, pretended 
n sudden pain in his wrist, and craving the 
Queen's permission for his attendance, took 
him by the arm and hurried him out of the 
apartment They had no sooner disappear- 
ed, than a burst of laughter echoed through 
the room. 

" Thou hast performed thy part to a mi- 
racle, my girV said the Queen to Lady 
Beatrix, ^^ and hast sent that stupid fool to 
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practise as many absurdities^ as a show-man 
teacheth his ape ; and may heaven increase 
his folly^ that so our mirth may profit by 
the occasion !" During this scene^ the Earl 
of Gowrie remained standing by the Liady 
Agnes. The conversation which engrossed 
thern^ and prevented their attending to 
what was passing in the room^ shall be re- 
corded in the next chapter. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



Good Sir John* as you have one eye upon my folUes, turn 
another into the register of your own, that I may pass with a 
reproof the easier. 

Shajupeabx. 



The Lady Agnes remained busily em- 
ployed with her work, as we have before 
said^ during the whole of the time that the 
scene recorded in the last diapter was pass- 
ing. For, taking little interest in the 
scenes of giddy levity, in which the Queen 
delighted, she was at all times happy in an 
opportunity of escaping from them, that she 
might commune with her own thoughts ; 
Ibr, brought up in solitude with a mother^ 
whose delicate health and depressed spirits 
allowed not of her mixing with the world, 
there was in her disposition an almost in« 
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&ntine innocence^ joined'with a seriousness 
of reflection, a depth of understanding, and 
a firmness of purpose, very uncommon at 
her years. Much of this she owed, per- 
haps, to the persecutions on account of her 
religion, which she endured from her fa- 
ther. Having from this cause never known 
happiness at that early period which nature 
seems to set apart for its enjoyment, if there 
was engendered in her mind any youthfiil 
tincture of romance, it was that high-mind« 
ed heroism which taught her to hear any 
species of misfortune, rather than by sacri* 
ficing the slightest duty seek to avoid it 

A character like hers could not easily be 
developed to those with whom she now as- 
sociated ; but Goiwrie had penetrated it, for 
it was too congenial to his own to escape 
his perception. His father's violent death, 
and the broken-hearted recollections of his 
surviving parent — ^which ever dwelt upon 
the dishonoured grave of her murdered bus* 
band^ where there was nought to soften the 
pangs of memory-— had made an early im« 
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pression on his naturally serious disposition 
and feeling heart ; and taking firom his boy- 
hood the buoyancy of youths had tinctured 
his mind and habits, as he grew to man- 
hood, with a dignity and gravity which 
are seldom met with in so young a man. 
Agnes appeared to Gowrie so much the be- 
ing created for his happiness, that he could 
not help secretly indulging a hope, that 
she mi^t one day change that faith, which 
now seemed the only insurmountable bar 
to their union ; for he perceived, with sa- 
tisfaction, the preference which her artless 
manners made it visible she entertained for 
his society, when contrasted with the de- 
gree of atteqtion she bestowed on those 
admirers whoin her beauty alone attracted. 
And indeed he considered her heart as safe 
ftcm the contagion of such love, as if she 
had not possessed one capable of feeling the 
passion. 

Among her lovers, there was, however, 
one, who -brooked not tamely this indiffe^n 
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enee, and who already had b^un to hate 
the Earl^ as one to whom she gave that at« 
tention denied to himself. This young man 
was John Rathsay, a cadet of the ancient 
and honourable family of Daldomus, who 
attended on his Majesty as his page. Deep- 
ly smitten with the charms of Lady Agnes^ 
although a Protestant, he felt no reluctanee 
to marry a Catholic ; nor, in following the 
headstrong passion with which she had in. 
spired hfan, did he see any thing detrimental 
to the ambition which had hitherto been the 
star by which he steered his course ; for she 
was^ as well as himself, of an andent fa- 
mily, and the heiress of ample estates. 

Till the arrival of the Earl of Growrie, 
although his own attentions had not been 
leceiyed in the manner he wished, yet his 
utmoi^t vigilance had not been able to de- 
tect, in the slightest instance, any appear- 
ance of superior attention toward the other, 
candidates for her favour. But now her 
conduct seemed to him to be changed ; for 
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no sooner did the Earl appear^ than she 
smiled upon him^ and attended to his eon* 
versation with an apparent sensation of plea- 
sure, which he had never obserred her dis- 
play when addressed by any other man. 
Nor did she shun those little attentions of 
gallantry, when offered by the Earl, which 
she was wont to avoid, when tendered by 
himself or others. All these thii^ did he 
narrowly observe, with the jaundiced eye of 
jealousy, and construe into ^* confirmation 
strong," that Gowrie was his favoured rival. 
Nor did it cause him slight uneasiness to 
learn, that the Earl was so frequent a guest 
of the Queen, during those hours when his 
own office obliged him to be in attendance 
on his Majesty. Magnifying the danger to 
himself, from these interviews, and stung 
with her seeming preference of the Earl, it 
was with vexation and rage that he per- 
ceived him and his family, as it were sur- 
rounding the throne, and becoming the 
prime objects of favour with a Monarch so 
easily swayed, and with a Queen whose im- 
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perious temper necessarily exercised, over 
her weaker-minded consort, a considerable 
ascendency. Besides all this, he beheld, 
with no small touch of envy, the superior 
acquirements of Gowrie, and that elegance 
of manner, which was partly the result of 
natural disposition, and partly of his inter- 
course with courts and countries in which 
refinement had made a greater progress 
than in Scotland, where the turbulent man- 
ners of its nobles had only just begun to 
soften into some degree of civilization ; for 
if the short reign of the unfortunate Mary 
had introduced the more polished manners 
and customs of France, they were quickly 
forgotten in the fierce contests to which her 
reign had given rise ; nor did they proba^ 
bly ever extend far beyond the limits of her 
own immediate presence. 

Thus the Earl of Gk)wrie was a bright 
and solitary star in that horizon, which was 
still overclouded by barbarism ; nor was 
there any one of all the lesser host likely to 
arise in competition with him, except his 
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brother, the Master of Ruthyen, whose vo- 
latile, though noble, brave, and generous 
mind, was daily modelling itself by almost 
imperceptible degrees on that of the Earl, 
who appeared to him to have attained the 
summit of human perfection. Naturally 
proud, fierce, and ambitious, Rathsay thus 
beheld his path (tossed by one who seemed^ 
almost without an effort, to be in a fair 
way of reaping all those advantages which 
it had cost him so much pains and forecast 
to contrive the means of possessing ; and 
his haughty spirit rebelled at the prospect. 
His office, which made him a constant at- 
tendant on the King's person, gave him, 
however, one advantage over his rival-in 
the constant possession of his ear ; which 
circumstance he determined to turn to his 
own advantage, by endeavouring, as far as 
in him lay, to possess his Majesty with the 
same dislike of Cowrie which he felt him- 
self. 

Meanwhile the Earl, strong in the rec- 
titude of his own principles, never so much 
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as harboured the most distant idea, that he 
was the object of aversion, not only to Rath- 
say, but to many others, who deemed that 
he might be the ultimate cause of hiding 
from them the beams of Majesty, — ^held on 
his upright course, nor troubled himself to 
conjecture what might be the sentiments 
which his own superior advantages hadgiven 
rise to in those around him. Agnes was, 
however, more quick-sighted, and perceived 
with uneasiness the angry glances cast to- 
ward him by Rathsay, and how generally 
he appeared the cause of envious observa- 
tion to almost all who felt his superiority. 
She too felt it ; and the strong perception 
of a character so different from those which 
surrounded her, and which raised in her 
mind such exalted ideas of his manly vir-' 
tues, was fast undermining the indifference 
she had hitherto felt for his sex. But it 
was so natural for her to feel sympathy with 
what was great and noble, that she had not 
hitherto taxed herself with being governed 
by any nearer interest, or once even dream- 
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ed that she could be in any danger of feel- 
ing an exclnsiye predilection for one, who^ 
whatever his perfections might be, was still 
a heretic, with whom all her recollections, 
and aU her principles, were at variance. Her 
mind was, however, somewhat enlighten- 
ed on this subject, when she reflected on 
what had passed between her and Gowrie, 
in the conversation we promised, at the 
end of the last chapter, to repeat, and 
which had stamped indelible impressions on 
the minds of both. When Gowrie quitted 
the Queen, to repair, at his sister's desire, 
with her message to Lady Agnes, he still 
strongly felt the disapprobation, the expres- 
sion of which had offended her Majesty so 
much ; yet he might not perhaps have men- 
tioned the subject to Agnes, had he not so 
much approved the dignified reserve of her 
mann^, so forcibly contrasted with all he 
observed in the circle in ^hich Beatrix 
moved. He therefore seized this as a suit- 
able opportunity to beseech her to counsel 
his sister, who, partaking much in the dis- 



208 STJOHNSTOUN. 

position of her brother Alexander, was vo- 
latile and giddy, and consequently very un- 
fit to be under the control of a royal mis- 
tress, who never hesitated to gratify her 
gay and thoughtless inclinations at the ex- 
pence of prudence ; and whose levity fre- 
quently approached the utmost bounds of 
virtue. This was a dangerous situation for 
any young woman not gifted with uncom- 
mon firmness ; and Gowrie would not have 
hesitated to remove Lady Beatrix from it 
immediately, had this been possible; but 
it could not be done without assigning a 
sufficient reason; and excepting the real 
one, which, of course, could not be giveii, 
there was not one which he could suggest 
that had even a shadow of plausibility. Be«. 
sides this, he wished much to encourage 
the intimacy between Beatrix and Agnes, 
which must have been greatly retarded by 
their separation. 

He therefore related as much of the af- 
fair of the locket, and of the conversation. 
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which had just passed^ as served to mark 
his disapprobation of the whole. Agnes 
felt particubrly surprised at hearing of the 
Queen's gift to Ruthven, She recollected 
that her Majesty had said that the locket 
had been among the jewels given her by 
the King on her Carriage, and that he had 
appeared to prize it more than those of 
much greater value, having himself disco- 
vered the amethyst which formed its cen- 
tre on Salisbury Crags ; and which he had 
caused to be surrounded with the largest 
pearls from the river Ythan, and set in 
Scottish gold. This, however, she concealed 
from Growrie, being anxious not to increase 
his uneasiness, which the knowledge of such 
a circumstance must inevitably have done. 
She therefore only hinted that his influ- 
ence with the Master, which was evidently 
great, might avail to prevent the evil con- 
sequences he appeared to dread ; and add- 
ed, that her own influence with Lady Bea- 
trix should be exerted to attain the same 
end. For if she could bring her to see this 
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thoughtless act of the Queen's in the same 
light in which she viewed it herself, her ad- 
vice might have more effect on the 'Master, 
than if given hy those whom he considered 
as more fastidious. 

" And," said she, " I have no doubt of 
being able to convince her of its improprie- 
ty ; for Beatrix, though of that disposition, 
which stimulates to mirth and frolic, is yet 
ever amenable to more sober recollection." 

" And yet," returned the Earl, ^ I can- 
not help feeling sorry that she so frequent- 
ly gives the reins to her mirthful dispofii- 
tion, which I fear has at times the e^kct of 
wounding the feelings of those unfortunate- 
ly subjected to the lash of her reckless mt 
-—And even at this moment," he continued^ 
as he cast a glance toward the upper end of 
the apartment, '^ if I mistake not, poor 
H^bal is passing through an ordeal of this 
nature, for I observe that Beatrix nevor 
loses an opportunity of holding him up to 
ridicule." 

^ Nay," said Agnes, " in my pocw opi- 
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nion, my lord^ your sister hardly deserves 
censure on his account ; for his attentions 
to her have been so troubles^mie, and his 
vanity is so. incorrigible, that he richly de- 
serves mortification at her hands; which, 
after all, she can scarcely inflict, for he per- 
sists in taking all her slights for fiivours ; 
and, though she plays o£F the solemn cox« 
comb till the ridicule is apparent to every 
one, he is too well protected from her slings 
and arrows by his shield of vanity to per« 
ceive it himself." 

" But were it not as well to treat with 
silent contempt the attentions she com- 
plains of?'' returned the Earl. '^ I am in* 
dined to think this would be the conduct 
pursued by you in similar circumstances. 
And, forgive me, when I say I have ire- 
quently admired the dignity and sweetness 
with which I have seen you repel similar 
attentions." 

This tribute of praise from the Earl, 
highly as Agnes valued his opinion, could 
not but be most gratifying; but she re* 
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plied, " Indeed, my lord, it would be most 
unfair, were I to admit of any comparisons 
between myself and my friend, circum- 
staneed as I am ; to say nothing of the dif- 
ference of disposition with which nature ap- 
pears to have endowed us." 

" The Lady Agnes will pardon me," 
said the Earl, " for confessing myself to- 
tally ignorant of her meaning, and for ex- 
pressing a wish to understand what she has 
now said, which I entreat her to attribute 
to the interest I feel in all that concerns 
her." 

Agnes felt confused and distressed by 
this speech, for it was not her wish to oo-. 
cupy his attention by speaking of herself; 
and she thought her friendless and orphan 
situation, and her persecuted religion, were 
such obvious checks on lightness of heart, 
that her meaning would nqt have required 
any further explanation. She therefore 
paused and hesitated, but at length said,— 
*^ You are not ignorant, I presume, my lord, 
that the religious faith which I hold is at 
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variance with that now established in this 
kingdom, and that, in being debarred from 
practising its rites and ceremonies, I am 
also prevented from seeking the counsels of 
a spiritual guide, which weighs the more 
heavily on my mind, as I have lost that 
tender parent, who was wont to be my ad- 
viser.'* 

Alas! that you, lady,** said Growrie, 
should unfortunately not perceive the sim*- 
plidty and purity of that religion which 
substitutes the homage of the heart for rites 
and ceremonies !" 

'^ And can you, my lord,'* said Agnes, 
raising her head, and fixing on him a look 
of indignant sorrow, " think so meanly of 
my faith, as to imagine it a cold round of 
ceremonies ? and that the deepiest feelings 
of the heart are excluded from it ? Oh ! 
how much deceived you are !** 

^* I cannot be so far deceived, at least, 
dear lady," rejoined the Earl, ** as to sup- 
pose it such to you ; and I again beseech 
your forgiveness, if I have offended, by ex* 
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pressing a wish to see one so pure and love- 
ly» embracing the genuine simplicity of Pro- 
testantism^ or at least using the reason with 
which she is so eminently endowed in can- 
didly examining its precepts. And, oh ! if 
you but knew the deep concern I feel dn 
this subject, you would no longer wonder 
at my taking what you now must think an 
unwarrantable liberty." 

AgneB. who. in the fervour of her own 
feelings, had continued to look at G^wrie 
while he thus addressed her, perceived him 
turn on her a regard of such admiratiou 
and tender interest, that its meaning could 
not escape her penetration. Her heart was 
softened, and she bent down her head to 
her work, to conceal her countenance firom 
him, that he might not perceive what was 
passing in her mind ; for she had become 
suddenly enlightened with respect to his 
sentiments ; and feeling it her duty not 
to sanction in any degree hopes which he 
might form in regard to her future senti- 
ments, she summoned all her fortitude to 
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crash them at once. And without appear- 
ing to understand the extent of the mean- 
ing his words and look had too fatally con- 
veyed, she assured him, in a tone of the ut- 
most gentleness, that she was not offended, 
and had a proper value for the kindness of 
the motive which induced him to speak on 
a subject that had nevertheless been but too 
often urged upon her already, as her deter- 
jmination was to live and die in the faith in 
which she had been educated ; and that so 
far from having a thought of wavering, she 
considered herself as devoted, by her mo- 
ther's dying request, to a monastic life ; and 
that it was her earnest wish to obtain her 
uncle's permission to commence it immedi- 
ately ; which she hoped to obtain, when he 
understood that she still remained firm to 
her principles, and that there was no pros- 
pect of her changing. 

Gowrie was electrified by this informa- 
tion ; for, though informed by his brother 
of the wishes of her mother on this subject, 
he had never dreamt it was the purpose 

18 
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of Agnes herself; and the idea of losmg 
her for ever in the cloisters of a convent, 
banished the colour from his face, while it 
betrayed marks of strong agitation. It ren- 
dered him, however, eloquent in his etidea- 
vours to convince her, that she could never 
serve God so well as by continuing to prac- 
tise her duty in a world,where examples of 
virtue were so necessary. But as it is not 
our intention to follow them through the 
mazes of religious controversy, we shall only 
say, that hitherto the resistance of Agnes 
against the objections urged in opposition 
to her faith, had bieen used to combat thoS(^ 
who, considering her firmness as obstinacy, 
and themselves and their lawM authority 
d^aded by entering into controversy with 
a girl of her years, had unfortunately treat- 
ed her understanding with contempt, and 
assumed a superiority by no means their 
due, had her powers of intellect been £drly 
weighed agsdnst their own. But the me- 
thod of attack was now totally changed. 
From the Earl she met with liberality of 
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sentiment, and a just appreciation of her 
superior mind, joined with comprehension 
of her feelings, admiration of her pure mo- 
tives, and an affectionate zeal for her hap- 
piness, which were highly soothing and ac- 
ceptable to her ingenuous mind ; and while 
Gowrie spoke, she became half persuaded 
that a life of usefulness in the world, where 
there were acts of kindness to perform, and 
temptations to resist, must be as acceptable 
to her Maker, as the seclusion of a monas- 
tic life. It was not, therefore, till solitude 
had given her leisure to meditate on his 
words, and her own corresponding feelings, 
that she perceived, with humiliation a^d 
alarm, what she considered their deadly ten- 
dency, and resolved never again to listen to 
him on the subject of her faith. But if 
these meditations served to strengthen her 
prejudices, because they alarmed her vigi« 
lance, yet did Gowrie not suffer in her opi- 
nion for wishing that they might have but 
one religion ; nor did the utmost stretch of 
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her pious zeal so far obscure her natural 
good sense, as to persuade her that he who 
was an example of all that was noble and 
yhluous, would eventually be consigned to 
destruction, because he had been educated 
in that error which the ;frailty of nature at 
times almost tempted her to wish she had 
shared, rather than she should be parted 
from him for ever. And sometimes the 
struggle was so great between what she con- 
sidered her duty, and the strong interest 
whid^ Gowrie had acquired in her heart, 
that she seemed to behold herself on the 
edg6 of a precipice, where one step only 
appeared wanting to engulf hen 
. Nor were the sensations of Growrie more 
enviable ; for although keenly alive to all 
those ties which form the charm and zest of 
existence, and which, touching the springs 
of the affections, make the pulse to throb 
with kindly emotions, yet, as his heart had 
never till now been impelled toward such 
kindred excellence, it was at once his delight 
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to trace the similarity of taste in her to 
whom he was thus attracted ; and his tor- 
ment to reflect, that she could not he his 
wife consistently with his own principles, 
and what he owed to those who looked up 
to him for example and assistance in sup- 
port of the reformed religion. But such was 
the admiration he felt for the firm yet fe» 
minine character of Agnes^ and the vene«- 
ration with which he regarded the purity 
of her mind and motives, that he felt as it 
were afraid to urge any change that could 
wound the tender conscience of a creature 
who appeared to him equally a strangier to 
earthly passions and worldly views; and 
who seemed already to helong exclusively to 
Heaven. And as her image, dedicated en- 
tirely to her Maker, rose to his view, he 
thought that one so young and pure must 
be, whatever the errors of her faith, a sa- 
crifice not unacceptable to the Deity ; and 
that she could hardly remain in the world 
without contamination. In short, he thought 
be could almost resign her to this &te, as 
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a tender mother,, who having herself ex- 
^perieoced the trouUesome turmoils of the 
world, does the bahe, who being only lent 
lier for a day, is straight returned to the 
ixisom of its GU>d. But these were only the 
more subdued feelings of his calmer mcf- 
ments, for there were times when it seemed 
impossible to ^ve up all that he had ever 
&ncied of happiness in his youthful vi^cms 
v£ domestic bliss ; and which, but for this 
one obstacle, might yet be realized. 

There happened, however, about this 
time, a circumstance which tended, by a na- 
tural consequence, to shew him, had he be- 
fore been ignorant of it, in what light his 
marrying a Catholic would be r^arded by 
his countrymen. 

The King, who was ever anxious to in- 
troduce Episcopal government, caused a Ge- 
neral Assembly to meet at Montrose, to 
settle the election and powers of the repre- 
sientatives sent ftom the church to Parlia- 
ment. 

This town was chosen for the meeting, 
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because it was more likely to be attended 
by the northeni clergy, among whom the 
King's interest particularly lay; and he 
exerted all his influence, and gave it the 
weight of his own personal attendance, to 
secure to his measures a large majority. 
But the clergy of E^nburgh and its ad- 
joining coimtieB, so much dreaded that hia 
Majesty would carry his purpose of again 
establishing the bishops, so abhorrent to all 
Presbyterian principles, that they exerted 
themselves to the utmost to thwart his. de^ 
signs ; and succeeded in limiting the power, 
both spiritud and temporal^ of those who 
were sent 4U3^ rej^esentatives to Parliament, 
by making them entirely amenable to the 
General Assembly for their conduct. In 
this contest, the Earl of Growrie strenuous^ 
ly opposed his Majesty ; and by throwing 
all his interest into the opposite scale, car*»' 
ried the question against him. 

This circumstance well seconded the efr 
£»rts of Rathsay, and nourished in theKing'9 
bosom the seeds of suspicion and aversion. 
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During the time that this momentous ques- 
tion was depending at Montrose, the jea- 
lous imaginations of the clergy predicted in 
the event of the King's gaining his point, 
the ultimate re-establishment of Popery. 
And their harangues, delivered in Growrie'fi 
hearing, on the inexhaustible subject of its 
abominations, and the vigilance required in 
every man who professed tbe reformed faith* 
or was true to his country, to crush its te- 
nets, and discountenance its advocates, was 
80 vehemently .insisted on, that the Earl 
returned to Edinburgh, strengthened in his 
resolution, that whatever it might cost him* 
he would not lose the confidence of his coun- 
trymen, and appear to betray the interests 
of religion, by seeking his own happiness m 
allying himself with a Catholic. 

The consequence of this renovated reso- 
lution was, that he absented himself from 
the Palace for some days after his return to 
Edinburgh. .But this painful effort to shun 
the sight of her who was ever present to his 
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imagination^ appeared to him rather to in- 
crease than diminish her influence over his 
mind. It was, therefore, quickly abandon- 
ed, and he was again a frequent guest in 
the Queen's private apartments, where he 
flattered himself his presence was often a 
salutary check upon his brother's thought- 
less vivacity, who, fearful of a lecture from 
the Earl, had taken care not to give the 
opportunity he had. sedulously sought for 
some time, of speaking to him in private on 
the subject of his conduct toward her Ma- 
jesty. Ruthven had avoided this interview 
whenever it was craved by Cowrie, under 
pretence of some particuL engagement ; 
he was either obliged to attend his Ma- 
jesty, or he had some commission intrusted 
to him, which he must execute, or he had 
some pressing appointment of his own ; in 
short, he continued to foil the Earl in every 
attempt to see him alone. Cowrie was, 
however,'determined to gain his point, and, 
for that purpose, remained at Holyrood later 
one night than was his usual custom, and 
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continued to linger there till Buthven, who 
imagined him gone, had retked to his apart- 
ment, which the Earl entered soon- after 
him, to his evident consternation. 

'^ Can you for once undress without the 
assistance of your valet ? or shall I offex my 
services as his substitute," said the Earl, 
" having somewhat for your private ear ?' 

Ruthven, who saw there was no escape 
dismissed his attendant. 

^^ And now, my dear Gk)wrie, be merci- 
ful, for well do I know what hatir procured 
me this domiciliary visit, or at least I sur- 
mise it is to reprove your unworthy brother 
—Is it not so ?" 

" No," returned the Earl, with an accent 
c£ deep feeling ; ^* not to reprove an im- 
worthy, but to warn a dear and estimable 
brother, — one who but requires to listen to 
tiie dictates of his reason and noble nature, 
to become all that I could wish to see bim." 

** Faith, I know. not," returned Ruthven; 
^^ methinks my reason sometimes makes a 
halt^ while what you are pleased to call my- 
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noble nature leads me wrong ; for it is ever 
urging me to commit one folly or other, un- 
der the pretext of amusement. But come, 
out with it at once — ^to the particulars, 
man. What is the offence with which I 
am charged ?'' 

*' Listen to me quietly for five minutee/* 
rejoined the Earl, *^ and you shall learn it ; 
though I am incUned to think your meiD<^ 
ry at this moment ^points pretty exactly to 
the subject to which I allude ; but if it 
doth not, why, then, cast your eyes down- 
wards to your breast that it may be re- 
freshed.** 

iluthven did so, and perceived that the 
^ft of the Queen, the obnoxious trinket, 
had escaped through the opening of his 
shirt-collar, while he stooped to unfeusten 
the knees of l)is dress. 

^^ Pshaw,*' said he, as, with a gesture of 
impatience, be quickly recovered it frmn 
its dangling position, and thrust it in again ; 
and to avoid looking at his brother, went on 
to finish his employment 

K 2 
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'* Alas ! my dear Alexander, to what 
does this folly of the Queen's and your*s 
tend?** 

" Why, it tends to make a coxcomb of 
me, you have said," replied Ruthven, with a 
degree of pettishness ; " but. truly, if I know 
myself, I never yet did emulate such popin- 
jays, — *To shine so brisk, and smell so sweet, 
and talk so like a waiting gentlewoman.' ". 

*^ Are there then no coxcombs but such 
as made mad the valiant Hotspur?" said 
Gowrie. " Come, come, this is but subter-^ 
fuge I and what I would say is of too seri- 
ous a nature to be discussed in such an idle 
manner. — To be plain then, I fear me that 
your peace of mind will in time fall a sacri- 
fice to the vanity of a giddy woman, who, 
presuming on her royal rank, takes delight 
in exercising her power, by entangling in 
her meshes the unwary whom her fascina- 
tion!^ attract. And I earnestly beseech you, 
by all that you value and love, to withdraw 
yourself more from her presence. Think of 
our dear and venerated mother, whose heaft 
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it would break, should you draw on you the 
jealousy and consequent vengeance of the 
King!'* 

" What frightful chimeras are you con- 
juring up to terrify yourself withal ?" said 
Ruthven. ** For my part, I perceive no 
danger ; for you cannot suppose me such an 
egregious ass, as to fall in love Vrith another 
man's wife — and the wife to boot of the most 
potent, wise, and erudite James, my liege 
lord, and royal master ?" 

^^ Allowing that there is no such risk, 
which is giving up much that I think not 
very improbable ; yet does the danger not 
diminish, provided his Majesty should be 
piqued by her foolish attentions to you, and 
provided also, as in the case of the lamented 
Earl of Murray, there is a Huntly to be 
found." 

** Ah !" returned the Master, as if invo- 
luntarily, " you have touched the core of 
the subject now. But what can I do? 
You would not have me to repel her gra- 
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with rude n^eot ? You would 
not bid m e ■ ' * 

« Peace !'* said the Earl, " and I will tell 
you what I would that you should do. — 
I would haye you avoid her hut half as se- 
dulously as you have done for some time 
past him who now addresses you — and I 
would that you bow to her commands, and 
her flattery, with less the air of a de- 
voted lover-^and if, as you allege, your 
heart acquits you in this matter, clothe its 
meaning in a less equivocal garb. And 
now, my dear brother, convince me that 
you take in good part the advice of one, 
who, heaven is my witness, prizes your hap- 
piness more than his own ; and give me the 
satisfaction of seeing you discard from your 
neck that ribband, the golden embroidery of 
which, by the way, I should imagine no 
very comfortable companion to your skin." 
- Ruthven stood erect, and wrapping tight- 
ly over his breast the i^ken dressing-gown 
in which he was enveloped, as if the more 
firmly to secure his treasured locket, replied 
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to the Earl's request with heightened co- 
lour^ his dark eyes brightly scintillatiiig 
from under his jet-black eye-brows, which 
were soomfiilly contracted — 

** And is it the gallant Earl of Gowrie," 
said he in a voice of angry derision, ^* that 
would counsel such a craven act of foul dis- 
honour to the gift of a woman and a Queen? 
— Is it he who heard me swear never to take 
it from the shoulders she deigned to adorn 
with it ? Death and fury !*' continued he, 
kindling into rage, *^ I wonder you do not 
think it meet that I should fling it in her 
face, and say, — * Take again your trinket, 
lest I should be chastised for wearing it!' 
You have heard me swear before never to 
part with it, and now," continued, he, with 
wild solemnity, as he raised his eyes and 
right hand to heaven, ^* and now you shall 
hear it again/' And in that -attitude he 
pronounced a solemn oath never voluntarily 
to remove it. 

The Earl stood in fixed astonishment at 
his passionate vehemence, but there was 
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sorrow mingled with his surprise, and still 
preserving his usual dignified calmnei^ of 
manner, he said, — " To-morrow, Alexatider, 
when you have better considered this con- 
versation, you will probably be as much sur- 
prised at your intemperate warmth as I am 
now, for to-night you have surely done me 
less than justice. You will be cooler when 
we meet again — ^till then, farewell !" 
' The Earl took a silver lamp from the 
table, which he had secured to light him 
through the labyrinth of passages to the 
place where his attendants waited, and, 
without remaining another instant, drew 
after him the door of the apartment He 
had advanced but a few steps along the 
gallery, when he felt his shoulder seized 
with a convulsive grasp, and turning, be- 
held the face of Ruthven, entirely divested 
of its former expression. His high colour 
had fled, and his lately flashing eye had 
lost its daring expression, and now assumed 
a look of humble entreaty, as he drew the 
yielding Earl back toward his room. 
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" Do return with me for a single in- 
stant, dear Gowrie," said he. 

The Earl, moved by his air of contrition, 
immediately re-occupied the place where he 
had stood a minute before. Ruthven shut 
the door, and approached him. 

" You cannot now object to my calling 
myself your unworthy brother ; for oh ! I 
could destroy myself for being the ungrate- 
ful fool I am ! — ^Yet no," he said, " let me 
not wrong myself; I am not indeed un- 
grateful, my noble-minded brother, for all 
your saint-likepatience,and your care of such 
a wayward wretch as I am ! — Say but you 
forgive me, and I will swear to do all th^t 
you desire, save that," he continued, in a 
tremulous voice, and his eyes fixed upon 
the Earl, ** which I have already sworn not 
to do. — You will not again mention that, I 
am certain, for it is a matter of small con- 
sequence, provided I adhere to your advice 
in other respects." 

Gowrie took his brother's hand, and 
pressing it affectionately between his, he 
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said, — " I not only freely and heartily for- 
give you for what hath passed, hut thank 
yon most gratefiilly for what you have now 
promised. It is quite sufficient. Hence- 
forward, I trust, there will be no occasion 
to renew this subject. I require no oaths 
— 1 rely implicitly on your word.'* 

^* And you shall see how manfrdly I will 
perform my task," said Ruthven.— « But, 
dear Gowrie, if your thoughtlesis brother 
should presume to admonish in his turn, 
will you listen to him ?" 

" Willingly,** replied the Earl, while he 
felt his heart beat against his breast, as if 
conscious it was concerned in the matter. 

" Well, then,** continued Ruthven, with 
a sly smile, while he mimicked the EarPs 
manner, and the language used by him to 
himself a short time before, (for his brother^s 
forgiveness had completely, lightened his 
heart, and when that was the case, he could 
not long restrain his playful imagination) — 
" Well, then, I would have you to discard 
from your thoughts all traffickers in idols ; 




ST JOHNSTOUN. 233 

I would have you to avoid all communioii 
with them, and I would that you howed to 
the Lady Agnes Som^dale with les9 of the 
air of a devoted lover ; — for there are other 
eyes as sharp as mine, and I never see that 
dark Rathsay scowling on you hoth, hut I 
long to give him a prick with my rapier." 

^' God forhid it should ever leave its scab- 
bard for such a purpose !" replied the Earl ; 
'' but I will profit by your warning, and 
you shall be convinced," he continued, as 
he sighed deeply, ** that I too can perform 
bravely what will indeed be no easy task. 
We understand each other now, dear Ruth- 
ven. Have you aught else to say befinre 
we part, — for the night wears apace ?" 

Ruthven was checked into repentance for 
bis- late sally, when he beheld the expres- 
sion of sorrow which passed over the Earrsr 
countenance while he ansivered to it, and 
he went on, with a seriousness very unusual 
in him, — " I was only going to inquire if 
you have made any observations on the con- 
duct of the King towards you since his re<^ 
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turn from Montrose ; for I have either 
imagined it, or it hath savoured more of 
coolness than it was wont." 

"I have perceived him somewhat shy 
in speech," said he, " hut not more so 
than I might expect from the moody hu- 
mour that hath possessed him since he was 
out-voted in the General Assembly." 

** And may no evil consequence result 
from your violent opposition of his mea- 
sures in church government?" continued 
Ruthven ; " for, believe me, no offence is 
more unpardonable with him than that 
committed against what he deems his high 
prerogative in church discipline." 

" It is very probable it may be so," re- 
turned Gowrie ; " but you would not infer 
from thence that I must not oppose him?— 
I know you better than to believe you would 
have me a supple-kneed courtier, who bar- 
ters his own principles for the favour of an 
imperious master ?" 

" No, no, — ^mistake me not," said Ruth- 
ven ; " I would not have thee other than 
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thoii art ; — ^I only meant to say, that you 
need not be so very energetic in your op* 
position — you need not resemble so much 
a chafed lion; as you did, when you appre-^ 
bended the ascendency of the King's party 
at Montrose.'* 

^^ I confess there is some truth in what 
you say, and I wiU amend i^. — And now^ 
once mor^ gQod night. " 
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CHAPTER XII. 



Her dieek was pale^ het form was sparer— 

Viffls and penitence austere 

Had early quench'd the light of youth, 

But gentle was the dame in sooth; 

Though vain of her religious sway. 

She loved to see her maids obey; 

Yet nothing stem vna she in cell, 

And the nuns loved their Abbess welL 

Scott. 



* « 

We now return to the Abbess, who still 
remained at the Hostel of Loretto, as much 
as possible secluded from the public gaze ; 
> never venturing from her apartment, save 
when, for the sake of her health, she stole 
out to take a lonely walk among the ruins 
that surrounded her place of confinement ; 
for it was only with them she appeared to 
hold converse, while contrasting the pre- 
sent scene with th$ ancient grandeur of 
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the proud pile, when it contained the shrine 
Art which the diie& of the land — the valiant 
and the fair, had bowed down and adored. 
Indignation and sorrow filled her mind, as 
she wandered for hours amidst the fallen 
arches and dilapidated walls, lamenting, in 
bitterness of spirit, the wickedness of her 
native country, and still, as she mourned 
its apostacy, making firm resolves that she 
would not return to her oonyent without 
the child of her sister. The only mitiga- 
tion of the evil of the marriage with a here^ 
tic of her. she had loved so well, lay in her 
having educated her daughter in the true 
faith ; and when she received the account 
of her sister's death, and at the same time 
a letter, written by her a short time pre* 
vious to her dissolution, conjuring her, by 
every tie of affection, and every sacred con« 
sideration, to leave nothing unattempted to 
place her daughter in the convent over 
which she presided^ she took, during the 
first moments of grief and agitation, a so-* 
lemn vow before the Cross, to do all which 



238 ST JOHNSTOUNl 

• 

promised the smallest prospect of fulfilling 
her sister's desire. Her first effort was 
made in addressing a letter of strong re* 
monstrance to the father of Agnes, in which 
she represented, in glowing colours, the un- 
feeling turpitude of resisting the dying in- 
junctions of his wife. This application, 
however, did not succeed, and Agnes posi- 
tively refused to quit Scotland without the 
consent of her &ther. But when, however, 
shortly afterwards, the holy motheir was in- 
formed of the death of Lord Somerdale, 
and that his daughter was placed under the 
protection of the Queen, she became de- 
termined to brave the dangers of the jour- 
ney, and, withdrawing her clandestinely, 
to carry her back with her to Rome. She 
accordingly applied to the Pope for leave 
to quit her convent^ and for some holy 
man to protect and assist her in her plan. 
This application being made just as his 
Holiness was meditating on sending the 
Jesuit to Scotland as a spy, he readily 
granted her request, and committed her to 



ST JOHNSTOUN. 239 

his care ; and having performed the Jouif- 
ney to Scotland in safety, she remained, 
with most Christian patience, awaiting the 
time when the Jesuit should he ahle to ac« 
complish a meeting between her and her 
niece; hut, as it must of necessity be a 
stolen one, it was requisite that she should 
remove from her abode at Musselburgh to 
the neighbourhood of Holjrrood. The Je- 
suit had therefore been endeavouring to pro** 
cure her an asylum nearer to that place, 
but hitherto without success, for some ob« 
jection attached to every place that offered 
itself to his notice ; and he began to despair 
of finding her such an abode as the circum- 
stances of the c^se required^ when one day 
while on his walk to visit her, he met his 
old acquaintance Nicol Fartan, who in- 
stantly recollecting him> saluted him with-^ 
" Weel, maister ! — ^this is a quieter night 
than we forgathered in last time. — ^And 
how's a' wi' your sister ?-^— I hear she still 
bides wi' the Lady o' Loretto, though I 
never see her when I gang wi' the fish ; 
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though, an she were like some auld wives 
I ken, an I didna see her, I wad hae a gude 
chance to hear her,'' said he, casting a look 
of sly intelligenoe at a sqnare-huilt brosy* 
faced girl who accompanied him, and who 
returned it ; *' for, ye see, I'm just* gaun 
wi' my dochter here to see ane o' thae 
kind o' limmers, that, faith ! we ha'na been 
near hand I canna tell the time ; for sh^'s sic 
an ill-natured deevil, that a' body^s fbar'd 
for her, and troth she gets a word & no being 
ower canny ; and yet, ye ken, for a' her 
&iling8, a body canna just let her dee her 
lane, and the lass that carries her a drap 
milk ilka momin has sent to tell us that 
she's broken her leg ; but she ill deserves 
ony waiting on at Grizzy's hand, for she 
wadna tak her afore, though she had lost a' 
her ain weans ; — ^but, to be sure, that was 
because she didna want ane to ken her 
Papist customs." 

The Jesuit, who, weary of the man's 
harangue, was moving off, now became all 
attention, and encouraged him to proceed, 

18 
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by saying, ** The old woman of whom you 
speak is some relation of yours, I suppose ?" 
"E'en sae/* returned Nicol ; " my mither 
and her were twa sisters, but she was far 
aulder than my mither, and she married a 
Papist man, that was atie <f them that look- 
ed after the King's Park, in the auldQueen- 
mither's day, and had a bit sheeling down 
in the gully there, atween Arthur's Seat 
tod the Craigs, and there she bides still, 
and naebody !&shes wi' her. For whan a' her 
bairns andher gudeman dee'd/she aye threa- 
pit she couldna live awa' firae the part where 
she brought up her family ; sae there was 
interest made fbr her wi' some o' the grand 
folk at the court, land she got leave to bide. 
But an she had been amang neebours, she 
wad hae been brunt for a witch lang syn^ 
though ye may weel think I dinna believe 
a word o' it mysel> or I wadna be gaun to 
let iliis bit lassie bide wi' her. — ^But an the 
de*il hasna made her a witch, him and her 
gudeman thegetber ha' made her a Papist ; 
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but, ye see, it's thought she has a pose, and 
we ken she has gude daise, baith for bad: 
and bed, and it wad be a sair pity for &amet 
folk to get them ; sae I hearten up Gnasy 
here, and tell her the auld carlin winna live 
lang, and then she'll get a^ her braws, if she 
has but patience to wait on her a wee bit ; 
but, puir thing, she's fear'd to gang for a' 
that." 

*^ What kind of a dwelling hath this old 
woman of whom you speak ?" inquired the 
Jesuit. 

'' It's no that ill a dwalliii,'^ said Nicol ; 
^^ for ye see her gudeman was used to woik 
amang stanes, for it was his place to bigg 
up the slaps i' the Park dyke ; sae he bigget 
the bit house himsel, and took mair pains 
.than common, and it's gay and substantial, 
and has twa apartments." 

'* Could it;" said the Jesuit, ** by any 
means be made a place of shelter for my 
aist^, who is tired of remaining at an inn, 
and dislikes the noise of a town — I should 
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be willing to furnish it with what neces^ 
saries may be required ?" 

Nicol pushed his bonnet on one side, 
and scratching his head, paused, in thought- 
ful mood, upon the proposal. At length 
he said, " Weel, ye see, an she could put 
up wi' it, od, it wadna be that impossible 
to mak it decent, for the auld crater has 
gude things about her ; but Pm doubtin' 
she winna hear tell o' ony body livin' aside 
her — ^Na, na !" continued he, " I*m fearing 
that wad never do— But, if ye^re no thrang 
at hame, ye may gang up wi' Grizzy and me 
—we'll mak ye walcome, tod then ye can 
see what the auld limb o' Satan says till't 
hersel." 

*' And, being pretty well skilled in sur- 
gery," returned the Jesuit, *' you may tdB 
her you have brought me to examine her 
leg/' 

To this proposal Nicol readily assented, 
Jand the Jesuit turning back, proceeded 
with him and his daughter, who continued 
to wend &a their way till they reached the 
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King's Park, and passing up that lonely 
valley to the west of the mountain called 
Arthur's Seat, soon lost sight of the city in 
the deep recesses of the glen, which, wild, 
lonely and rugged, was, at the bottom, a 
complete morass, while the sides presented 
hanging cliffs, over which flaunted the ivy 
and wild rose, torn from their hold by the 
sweeping blast, while here and there a bush 
of purple heather, or a cluster of plants pe- 
culiar to the rock, bloomed from its cre- 
vices. 

The sun was pouring a downward sickly 
ray into the bosom of the glen, which gleam- 
ing faintly on the small casements of the 
little hut they were approaching, discover- 
ed it to the Jesuit ; for, half hid under 
the prqjection of a diff, its grey walls, built 
from the surrounding fragments, and its 
thatch capped with moss, presented no con- 
trast to distinguish it from the surroimding 
objects. As they approached nearer, they 
observed a young woman open the door, and 
cast an anxious Idok down the path by which 
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they were ascending^ who instantly ran for- 
ward to meet them, expressing her joy at 
their arrival, and her own release from at- 
tending on the old woman, whom she repre- 
sented as being in less pain, but in no mea- 
sure better tempered. Without tarrying to 
say more, she passed on her way, while iiiey 
proceeded to enter the cottage ; at the door 
of which they found a large mastiff, who, 
lying mth his head couched between his 
paws, and his eyes watching iheir motions, 
disputed their entrance by regularly raising 
his head, and shewing his teeth, accom- 
panied by a low snarl every time they at- 
tempted to cross the threshold. After vari- 
ous ineffectual essays, and endeavours to coax 
the dog by pronouncing his name in a fond- 
ling manner, Nicol at length eaUed loudly 
to the inmate of the cottage to call in her 
d— -n^d dog, that he might enter. 

A voice, that seemed little enfeebled by 
either age or iUness, resounded directly from 
the interior, — " Why curse ye one that's 
better than yoursel,NicolPartin?for it's you. 
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I ken ye by your voice.— Here, Beaton^ come 
in and let the carie pass," ahe md. And 
the dog obeying her command, and rising 
fiom his station, stalked slowly in and lay 
down before the fire. 

^ I marvel tnuckle. Lucky/' said Nied, 
<' that ye gied sic honour to that auld Uuidy 
Cardinal, as to ca' your dog after him C 
and he chuckled in triumph, as he looked at 
the Jesuit, at this stroke aimed at the tsath 
of the old woman. 

^' And is it sic an honour, then, to gie a 
body's name to a brute beast, think ye? 
Ito«.hewe»Moody,Icouia«>«g.r'hi. 
namesake resemble him," said she, with a 
d^ree of savage anger gleaming in her eyefl^ 
at this mention of the Cardinal ; '^ &r one 
word 6' my mouth he would tear ye whaie 
ye stand," 

" Gude save us !" said Nicol, ** that wad 
be an unco story indeed! but ye speak 
gay an crouse, and I'm glad to see ye no 
sae bad as I expected; and I hae fetched 
Qur Griz2y to mind ye as lang as ye need 
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her." And he dragged forward his fiight- 
ened daughter close to the hed. 

The old crone raised her head, and said 
in a tone of strong irony; in which some- 
thing of exultation was mingled, — " Ay, 
ay, I see the eagles are gathered thegether, 
but the carcase is no ready for the pikeing 
yet" 

^* Na," said Nicol, ** an ye mean that I 
wish ye dead, it's na^ sign o' it, I trow, 
when I hae brought a physidaner wi' me 
to set your leg," 

^* My leg needs nae doctors to set it," 
said she, peevishly ; *^ it's swelled bigger nor 
that wench's waist, that's nane o' tiie jim- 
pest; but gin I had ony body that had 
sense to seek some herbs that I could men- 
tion, to make a poultice, it would soon fa', 
and then if he had skill to set it he might." 

The Jesuit, who had till now stood aloof, 
stqpped forward.—" And what herbs, good 
mother, would you use for this purpose ?" 
said he ; " for there are few that you could 
name with whidi I am not acquainted, and 
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I shall fed pleasure in proeuiiiig them for^ 
you,'* 

To this offer she lent s willing ear ; and 
while they conyersed on the virtues of the 
plants she mentioned, she appeared to re* 
gaid him with more favour than those of 
her own species commonly found in her eyes. 
During this time, Nicol had left the aparU 
mentto examine the condition of the opposite 
one,^ which the Jesuit remarking, requested 
Grizzy to hring him a draught of water 
from a spring he had observed at some Ut- 
tie distance from the house ; aioid die was 
no sooner gone, than putting his mouth to^ 
the ear of the old woman, he said, — ^ My 
good mother, if I mistake not, you and I 
hold the same faith, for I understand you 
are considered as a member of the only true 
church, of which I am a priest ; if it is so,, 
speak without reserve, for we are idone ?** 

She turned her eyes upon him, and ear^ 
nestly regarding him, said, — ^^ If this is a 
trap laid for the destructk)n of a poor auld 
creature, my blood be upon your head ;- but 
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I shall not deny what it can now injnre 
none but myself to confess.'' 

''I rejoice to hear this/' said the Jesuit, 
^^ as I would fain se^ the shelter of your 
roof for a daughter of the same persecuted 
religion, whose dbrcumstances make her now 
require it" 

*' If ye say sooth," returned the old wo- 
man, ^* welcome are ye to me, that have 
^eed a weary weir^ with none to gie me 
ghostly comfort; and welcome too shall she 
be of whom ye speak." 

The girl now entered with the water, 
when the Jesuit b^n again to discourse of 
herbs and cataplasms ; and soon after Ni- 
col returned from his investigation, and 
winking at the Jesuit, approached the bed. 

" I never come here. Lucky," said he, 
*^ but what I aye wonder mair and mair how 
ye can bide to Uve by yoinrsel in sic an eerie 
hole as this." 
^ ^* Fools are aye wcmdering," said the old 
womam 
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^^ Now I wad think/* contimied Niool* 
without attending to her courteous remark^ 
'^ if ye had some canny body to hide aside 
ye, it wad he mudde hetter, seeing ye are 
auld and fiiiled ; for Saunders's doditer tail- 
ed me that when she cam up last night» wi' 
your soup milk, ye were lying out by, no 
able to trail yoursel a yard frae the end o' 
the bi^in\ where ye had fa'un in dimb» 
in' the hen nests ; and gin ye had lain lang 
ye wad hae froaeen to deed in sic a cauld 
night as the last" 

^* And what matter ?" returned the old 
woman ; ^ has life, think ye, been sic a 
blessing to me that I need to dree its dose ? 
But where are ye to find a body sae canny 
that I could be fashed wi' ?— ken ye of such 
a one ?" 

" And that do I," quoth Nicol ; '' for this 
same Maister Austin here has a sist^ wha 
wad like weel to be out by frae a town, and, 
as I think, maun be something o' your ain 
stamp, that she canna bide din ; and uow^ 
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seeing ye hae that other end empty, what 
might hinder ye to tak her in, and ke^ 
Grizzy here to wait upon ye haith ?" 

" And I>" said the Jesuit, " am mp$t; 
willing to furnish what may be necessary 
for the comfort of my sister, and also to 
make this good mother a suitable recom- 
pense for her kindness in lodging her." 

^' Say ye sae ?** said the old woman, al& 
fecting to be pleased with his offers. ^* And 
wh^ would she be for coming ?" 

** Why/' returned the J^uit, " as soon 
as you can receive her." And on a sign 
from Nicd, he foUowed him across the pas* 
sage to a small apartment, where he was 
surprised to. find the walls covered with 
tapestry, which, though coarse in the ex^* 
treme, stiU gave it a look of comfort and 
neatness. Every. thing about it appeared 
in the nicest order i in one .ccxmer stood a 
small bed, furnished with coarse woollen cur* 
tains, and in the opposite one a large chest 
of oak, rubbed into perfect brightness ; the 
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fire-place, ** hospitably wide," took up nearly* 
one end of the small room, and appeared on^ 
the outside of the house like a hut attach* 
ed to it ;^— on the chimney-place stood seve* 
ral pesvter mugs, and two* small quaighs of 
cunnifig workmanship. 

" Now/* said Nicol, looking round hint 
with the pride of a near kmsman to the; 
owner of these riches, " I tell'd ye the cra^ 
tur had gude up-pittin, but it's lang sin^ 
•ony ane entered this place but hersel-^for: 
it was here a' her family dee'd^ and she has 
aye keepit it steekit up> sin' syne, save whaui 
she cam in to redd it up hersel ; and it'sr 
been aye looked on, in a manner, as a place 
no fit for a sinfu' mortal to enter. But it's^ 
surprisin," he continued, *^ what a baud the^ 
warld maun still keep a" her auld hearty 
for I'm sure I ne^er thought she wad tak in^ 
a lodger ; but do ye mind how she gripped 
to the offer ance ye spak about payin' her 
weel ? Od, there's nae kenning ©ny body or 
they be tried wi' sUIer." 

The Jesuit could scarce refrain from* smi- 
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Hug at the mistake of honest Nicol, although 
his own experience of mankind had taught 
him that the fishennan had na way over-^ 
rated the powers of bribery. 

Before the Jesuit departed, he promised^ 
to send immediately the herbs whidh she 
required; and fixed upon the second day 
{torn that for the removal ef the Abbess to 
her new abode, that being the earliest time 
appointed by the old woman. 

Meanwhile^ Grizzy, much enlivened by 
the prospect of not being left entirely alone 
with the old dame» of whose freedom from 
witchcraft she did not feel sudi conviction 
as her father appeared to do — and by some 
instinctive prescience that a shajre of that 
reward she heard ofiered by the Jesuit 
might come her way, exerted herself to the 
utmost And turning up her gay upper 
petticoat of yellow woolsey^ she bestirred 
herself so actively,, according to the old wo- 
man^s directions, that the hearth of the 
spense (or better apartment) soon smiled 
with a brisk fire of intermingled wood and 
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peat8» TOUBd which dxeets and blankets ware 
disposed^ whose hue and texture bespoke a 
d^ee of care and wealth yery unusual in 
the owner's situation of life,, and which 
Grizsy, bearing in mind her Other's words, 
eyed as she unfolded with no small sati»- 
&cti<ni, and having finished her various 
tasks, betook herself to rest, with a lighter 
heart than she had followed her &ther to 
the valley. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

drive me froin that traitor, matt I 

So I might *8C8pe that monster, let me dweU 
In lion's haunts^ or in some tiger^s den ; 
Place me on some steep craggy ruinM rock^ 
That bellies out, just dropping in the ocean ; 
Bury me in the hollow of its womb ; 
"Where starving on mj cold and flinty bed» 

1 may from §u, with giddy apprehension^ 
See infinite fiithoms down the Tumbling deep : 
Yet not e*en there, in that vast whirl (tf deathi 
Can there be found so terrible a ruin 

As man ! false man ! smiling^ destructive man ! 



When, after a lapse of two days, the 
Jesuit arrived at the inn at Loretto to re« 
move the Ahbess to her new abod^ he 
found it a seene of uproar and confusion. 
All the inmates of the house were assem* 
bled in the hall^ and the Abbess herself in 
the midst of them^ She had, on going that 
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day to take her usual walk among the ruins, 
left her purse in the leathem*ease before 
mentioned as being carried under the arm 
of the Jesuit on his first arrival ; which^ 
on her return, she found cut open and her 
money gone; Her hostess, upon the loss 
being made known to her, shocked at such a 
depredation committed m her house, brought 
together every person it contained^ and in- 
sisted on their undergoing an examination 
of their persons. This was mUingly sub- 
mitted to, and proved fruitless, while all in 
turn declared their innocence. That it was 
some person, however, under the shelter of 
her roof, our hostess declared her belief from 
the circumstance of no stranger having been„ 
to her knowledge, in the house at the time 
the theft was committed. And the Abbess 
suddenly recollecting that tJie purse had ne^ 
ver been seen by any one except our old 
acquaintance the hostler's boy, whom she 
had fiimished with money from it a few 
days before^ whoi he was. sent to procure fo]^ 
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her some artides from the town, she hesita* 
ted not to make known the circumstance. 

The moment the hostler heard this, he 
seized upon the boy, and assuming the pre- 
rogative of a master, gave him such a beat- 
ing as he had not received since he fell into 
the hands of Laurence on the night he at- 
tempted to keep him out of the inn. No- 
thing, however, escaped the urchin to cri- 
minate himself, and it was only from a know- 
ledge of his former tnal-pr^tices, that Gri^ 
persisted in believing him the depredator. 
In this belief he was confirmed on searching 
the stable, where he found the purse con^ 
ceded in some Utter, which it was the bud- 
ness of the boy to remove. This exaspe- 
rated the hostess so much, that she insisted 
on delivering up the boy to the arm of the 
law, that he might be punished for his de- 
linquency. This was, howev^, strenuously 
opposed by the Abbess and the Jesuit, as 
they must have appeared in his prosecution. 
They, therefore, prevailed on the Lady of 
Loretto to mitigate her wrath, and content 
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herself mth fir^tenlng and di8mtesipghiitt> 
For the first of these purposes he was deli^ 
rered over to the hostler, to be by him con- 
fined in the out-house appropriated to lAe 
keeping of fuel» until, as he was made to 
believe, the officers of justice shoidd axrm 
to conyey him to prison. In confiirmit]r 
with this plan, GriHy seized upon him be* 
fore he was aware that his. roguery was de^. 

tected, and dragging him to the oiit*houa&r^ 
^ Bide there, ye young thieving dog," «kUL 
he, ^* till ye change your quartern ta tl^ 
braw new tolbooth ;** alluding to that builiU 
ing which was just thai erected i^m tiie 
mataials of the demolished Chapel of liO- 
retto, and which, being the first of these sa^ 
cred edifices whose stones were taken^ Ibr th&. 
profane purpose of constructing a aeculal 
building, so enraged tiie^ope agabrt tte 
people of Musselburgh, tnat they w^^ most, 
particularly cursed by name annually at 
Rome, for a long series of ye^rs» The boy 
pled hard for mercy, but the hostile was in- 
exorable ; and, pushing him in^ he turned a 
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rtoiit key tm the only outlet from the place 
of his Gonfinement» it having no window or 
other door whereby he might escape. Ha- 
ving deposited the key in his pocket, he 
set himself to provide a horse and saddle 
finr the Abbess, which he had previously 
been ordered by the Jesuit to have in rea- 
diness, and which was iu a short time awaiU 
ing her, it being specified that it should be 
returned in a few hmmu The Abbess took 
leave of her kind-hearted and obliging host- 
ess with that feeling of regret we eacpenenjce^ 
v4i0n parting from those whose good offices 
have recommended titem to our notice^ and 
whom we are never to see agam. And our 
hostess never having had one of the female 
usa so long an inmate of her hous^ and be- 
ing won, moreover, by the gentle and bene- 
volent manners of the Abbess, expressed 
her sorrow aloud as she accompanied her to 
the gate of the inn*yard, where were placed 
the stone st^s by which she mounted her 
palfrey. 
*' It's mie business o' mine to speer where 
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yehre gawi to tak up your qasrten,^ mtA 
she, as she assisted her to adjust the nkkt* 
of her dress ; ^^ hut I hope ye winna gang' 
by my door if you ever come this gait again, 
and I trust ye hae been sorted to your liking 
in our puir hostel^ barring the gliflf ye got 
wi' that whalp o' Satan^ inrhilk hath geeii 
me muckle vexation, Tm sure.'' 

The Jesuit and the Abbess both express** 
ed their perfect satisfaction at the treatment 
they had received; and the former promising 
to call occasionally on hts Reverence^ they 
departed on their way, the Jesuit leadhig 
the horse of the Abbess, frcmi wluch, oa 
reaching the skirts of the city of EdinbuTgh,, 
she dismounted, and waited for a short time 
till he conveyed it to the stable of a little 
ale-house, where he agreed with the owner^ 
to send it back to the Hostel of Loretta 
Having speedily settled this matter, and 
rejoined the Abbess, they proceeded, just as 
the last rays of the setting sun had disap-> 
peared, to the abode of Euphan Macauley^ 
or, as she lyas commonly called, Euphan of 
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the Craigs, where they were received hy its 
.mistress with a welcome which she had long 
refused to any casual guests. 

They found a tahle c6yered with a cloth, 
which vied in whiteness with the sheets he- 
fore maitioned, on Whi^h were placed man- 
chets, or small loaves of the finest flour, ex- 
dusively the food of the higher classes, and 
to these were 'speedily added a 3^ung fowl 
fncaseed, and Ian omelet, bdth dressed hy 
the direction of old Euphan, and placed on 
the table by the delighted Grizzy, who had 
never before contemplated such luxury,much 
less prepared it. Their mtel was iao soon- 
er finished, than the Abbess gladly withdrew 
to her neiat little apartment, bbing much fa- 
tigued by a mode of travelling to which she 
was totally unaccustotn ed, taking Grizzy with 
h^ to assiist in undressing her. The Jesuit 
seized this opportunity of informing £u]^han, 
that the person whom she had received under 
her roof was a woman of high rank, who had 
come to withdraw the daughter of a depart- 
ed fflst^ from the influence of her heretic 



xdatiaiiB ; nor, on entering deeper intc^ cm* 
Tenation with her» and peieeiying her de- 
votion to the faith she professed, did he 
scruple to inform her of the names and si- 
tuations of the parties, heing well oonvinoed 
that in so doing he had nothing to fear firom 
fiozealousaCathoIic, — treachery to each other 
being rarely practised by those professing her 
persecuted creed ; and, indeed, in the very 
countenance of this woman he read the cha- 
racters of constancy and firmness to her puiv 
pose, of which she was in reaKty a strikmg 
example. And it was with the greatest^tis. 
faction he heard her rejoice in having it m 
her power to give an asylum to one whcmi 
ahe professed to venerate, as so distinguished 
a member of the church. 

Before the Jesuit took leave of old £u« 
phan &r the night, he examined her ande^ 
jof which the poultice had laid the swelling 
so much, that he clearly perceived they had 
mistaken the nature of the injury it had 
sustained, and that it was, instead of the 
bone being broken, only violently sprained) 
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he th^refere applied Bach bandages bm his 
^kill suggested, and* then took his leave, 
weommending the Abbess again to her hos- 
pitality. . Euphan, who seemed for the time 
to lose much of her misanthropy, promised 
to do all which her own painful situation 
^owed for her guest's comfort. And she 
was truly anions to perform this promise, 
for the sodiety of those of her own faith, 
from which she had been long debarred, ap- 
peared as . glimpse of light to her benights 
ed mind. 

The story of this woman was indeed a 
melancholy one. She was sprung from a 
injectable &mily, who, falling into pover- 
ty,gladly resigned her, at an early age, to the 
^re of the Lord Cliftonhall, one of the Se- 
nators of the CoU^e of Justice. With his 
children she was brought up more as a com* 
panion than a servant, and educated above 
the station in which she was destined to 
move. At the age of twenty, she mar- 
tied a dependant of her master's, who had 
attracted the notice of the Queen R^nt, 
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by the stout resistance he made in aid of 
her party, during a tumult on St Giles's 
day, lichen her Majesty, passing through the 
dty of Edinburgh, was insulted by the po- 
pulace. In recompense of which service she 
had bestowed on him the pkce of one of 
ihe keepers of the Fark^ wher^ as before 
related, he had lived. It was here that Eu- 
phan had reared a &mily g£ five childrcD, 
four boys and a girl ; her two second boys, 
one nine, and the other eleven years of age, 
had both perished together, by* falling into 
a quarry, while struggling with each other 
on its brink. Her husband and her young- 
est son died of a malignant fever ; and 
some years after this, to add to her heavy 
misfortunes, her eldest son, who had^ in a 
great measure, supplied his father's {dac^ 
was banished beyond seas for repeiAtedly aid* 
ing thd^priests of his religion in their escape 
from their persecutorsi The miserable Eu- 
phan had now but one stay left her in the 
world, — ^her daughter, who strove to make up 
to her wretched parent as much as was posh 

10 
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sible the severe losses she had sustained ; 
and in some measure succeeded. But this 
consolation was also destined to be with- 
drawn. The extreme beauty of the young 
Liillias drew on her the regards of a young 
man of ranky who had freiquently met her in 
her way to the city, where she occasionally 
went. 'Her situation^ in life did not admit 
of Im making her his wife ; but she listen- 
ed to him tlU her heart and her happiness 
vieie the. aacrifices, and nought remained to 
console her; but her unspotted innocence. 
It failed, however, to support her under the 
disappointed fmrour of a first and ardent 
attachment; and pining in secret at her 
own imprudence and the perfidy of him 
who could win her heart but to break it, 
consumption preyed upon her vitals, and 
she drooped from day to day, till she wast- 
ed away, and perished like some tender and 
late flower, which, withered by the sudden 
breath of winlxy ynnds, first loses its vivid 
hue, then hangs its head, and at length 

VOL. I. . M 
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falls prostrate in the dust It was now 
that Euphan's despair was complete. And 
her naturally hardy constitution and strong 
mind, which prevented her from sinking 
entirely under her misfortunes, exhausted 
their energies in wild misanthropy ; one of 
the usual atid bitt^ themes of. which, was 
the decay of the Catholic faith, and the 
wickedness and perfidy of the reformed. 
For it was a Protestant who brought her 
Lillias to the grave, and Protestants who 
had banished her son to die in a foreign 
land. 

This bitter resentment against the Pro- 
testants prevented her having any inter- 
course with them which she could avoid; 
and she had lived many years with no other 
companion than the old mastiff, already 
mentioned, whom she regarded almost as 
a reasonable beings His fierce fidelity pro- 
tected her from all intruders, and he be- 
came the only creature on earth to which 
she was attached. Euphan was thus, in 



CT JOHNSTODN. 267 

the course of a few years^ by her unhappy 
circumstances, and her own choice, cut off 
firom all intercourse with her kind. In this 
state of confirmed apathy, she considered 
life as a penance, firom which she was not 
at liberty to release herself, lest she should 
forfeit the hope of meeting those in a bet- 
ter world, whose loss had made this a wil- 
derness. But though she consented to en-i 
dure life, her forbearance had in it no touch 
of that unmurmuiing resignation which be- 
stows peace, where it cannot confer happi- 
ness, and pours a softening balm into those 
wounds too deep for it to heaL * 

The Jesuit had repeated her story to the 
Abbess as told him by Nicol, and it had 
inspired her with the deepest pity for the 
unfortunate being, whose mind had been 
warped to its present misanthropy, by such 
stem misfortune. She therefore benevo- 
lently endeavoured to soften, in some mea- 
sure, the hatred which the old woman felt of 
lifeandallitsconcems. The arguments which 
the Abbess used for this purpose, were diawn 
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from that religion which bad, through life, 
beeaher own support, and w^e enforced with 
such earnestness and kindness, that they 
could not fail to produce a transient good ef- 
fect on the mind of her to whom theyi were 
addressed ; for, although accustomed to the 
rigours of a monastic life^ the Abbess- was 
neither cold in her afiections^ nor severe in 
her manners. The stately reserve of her 
usual demeanour was more the resuU^of the 
ceremonial of her exalted stajbum* thuft cf 
either the pride of burth, or the rigidness of 
bigotry ; and she condescended, with the uJr 
most humility, to endure the morose maod 
of her aged companion ; and would remain 
tox hours conversing with her at the sidse of 
her bed, till she caught some esj^remQn oi 
language, or of countenance which shewed 
that her endeavours had not been eaitirely 
in vain. 

One day, while thus employed, the Ab- 
bess ventured to suggest that pride Hii^t 
iiave been the cause of aggravating het suf- 
feringSy by its not allowing her Uy humUb 



Ik 



ST JOHNSTOUN. 369 

herself sufficiently before the chastening rod 
of Him, who only knows what measure of 
affliction is necessary to bring us home to 
himsel£ 

Euphan seemed somewhat softened by 
this remark ; and the good mother went on 
to recommend severe praance^ as the proper 
medicine for this disease of the soul ; but 
no sooner did she pronounce this opinion, 
than Euphan vehemently interrupted har, 
while her features assumed a fearful wild- 
ness. 

" Penance ! wh%t speak ye of penance, 
holy lady ?" she said ; ^^ there remains 
n(Night for me that desenres the name. Can 
liie chafed animal, whom the hunter's dart 
hath pierced, fed the puny sting of the pis- 
mire ? I trow not !-^as little can Euphan 
Macauley be sensil^ to all that penance 
can inflict— -Na, na," she continued, " my 
penances are what others deem their com- 
forts. What doth my food, but prolong 
my days of misery ?*— What doth my sleep, 
but recall the images of those that are gone. 



270 ST JOHNSTOUN. 

that I may the more lament them when I 
wake? Or has the whole world another 
misery for her, whose darkened hosom the 
hlessed sun in his brightness seems bnt to 
mock ? Speak no more then of penance, but 
rather help me to curse the monsters who 
have bereaved me of my bonny daughter, 
and my buirdly son. — How long shall the he- 
retic triumph ? How long shall they break in 
pieces thy people, O Lord, ^ni afflict thine 
heritage ? How long shall they ^stay the 
widow and the stranger, and murder the 
father ? — Let thek posterity be cut ofP, and 
their names blotted outl^^o thou bring 
down their heads with sorrow to the grave 
and let them be desolate, even as I am now T 
As the old woman concluded these bitter 
petitions, she compressed her lips, and clench- 
ed her hands with such savage earnestness, 
that the milder nature of the Abbess shrunk 
from beholding her ; for she was by constitu- 
tion incapable of that cruel zeal, which abet- 
ted the acts of merciless vengeance that 
so often overtook in those days the unfor-' 
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tunate heretic. And while she shuddered 
at what' she deemed the atrocious wicked- 
ness of the reformers in casting off the yoke 
of the Romish Church, her wishes and sup- 
plications pointed to their conversion and 
^^al happiness, and not to their punish- 
ment here, and destruction hereafter ; for 
her early seclusion in ^n ahode of peace and 
prayer, had refined the dross of her human 
passions, and left her scarce the power of 
comprehending their evil effects in others. 

This seemed clearly understood by Eu- 
phan, who, on all occasions, seemed to pos- 
sess an intuitive knowledge of the. senti- 
ments of others, and who now read in the 
face of the Abbess, the horror and reluctance 
with which she listened to her. 

" Ah, holy lady !" said she, ** you have 
been keepit in the shade of the green tree, 
under the summer sky, and ken little of 
the rough blast and the scaithM lightning 
that have wrecked themselves on this bare 
head and withered heart !" 
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There was a bittorBess of' suffi^ng, and 
an apparent justice in the reproach, that 
went to the heart of the Abbess. 

** Thou sayest true, unfortunate wdman/' 
said the Mother, while the unrepressed tears 
flowed down her pale cheeks^ ^ Grod forl»d 
that I should put my milder destiny in the 
balance with thine ! and O ! that it weie in 
my power to alleviate thy sufferings !^ 

** It is in your power, holy lady," said 
Eu^ban, as she passed her hand under the 
head of the bed on which i^e lay, and pro- 
duced a small bag filled with gold pieces^ 
^ Promise that you will cause this to be 
es^pended in masses, for the souls of my hus- 
band and children, and for my own, when I 
shall have passed through theTall^4)fdeatli> 
and you will render my hurden lighter, and 
the way smoother wluLdb I have yet to tread.^ 

The Abbess took it, and promised fidth- 
fiiUy not only to fulfil her desire, but to add 
to it tot the same pious pnipos^ as acion m 
she had again reached her oonTeflit^ 
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A smile passed over the features of Eu-* 
phan^ whidi had been long strangers to such 
an expression^ andshe devoutly raised her 
^es and hands, and prayed for blessings 
on the Abbess, and that she might be grant- 
ed her heart's desire in rescuing £rom the 
evils of this world the maiden fin: whom abe 



was so 

^' That gold whioh now lies on your lap,'' 
said Euphan, when she had finished her 
prayeiv ^ was the oifb of the blessed mar« 
tyr, Mary of Scotland. She bestowed it 
upon me with her (jwn hands ; and not all 
that I-have since fuffisred hath been able 
to banish fiDom tof memory hec angtl look, 
whosi walking one snmmer^s evenii^ iqp 
this valley, she sent for me to bring my 
baini0>ioid^ that she might see tiiem;. foi^ 
she kmm diat ber^ modter. placed my. hus- 
band; here finr waiding^ off a stone hy his 
own person^ whidi was saealegiously aimed 
at herlby a miscrent dnmg« tumult m 
the city« 1 wenst'out^ joyfiiUy, as you may 
ihinlc^ witii any two laaooniai^iione in each 
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hand, for 1 had then but two boys ;^ she 
praised their beauty, and taking the yoimg* 
er, with his blue eyes and fair complexion^ 
for a girl, she gave me that money, and bade 
me keep it for my daughter's tocher. I 
undeceived her Majesty, but vowed that I 
would lay it by, and if ever God blessed 
me with a lassie, it should be her portion ; 
and I have kept the gold,'and lost my daugh- 
ter! — But," she continued, after a short 
pause of unutterable agony, ** it will now^ 
thanks to you, holy lady, become a better 
portion." 

It was on the same night of this eonver** 
sation that Grizzy burst into the apartment 
of the Abbess in great affiright, expressing 
her belief that the old woman :w2ts in a fit,- 
or the agonies of death. The Mother rose 
immediately, and taking up the iron lamp 
which she burnt through the night, followed 
the girl to the bed-^side of !Euphan, whom 
she soon perceived to be asleep, but appa* 
rently haunted by some distressing vision, 
for she writhed her body^ and tossed her 
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arms al(^t, while rage was marked upon her 
countenance, and the white foam gathering 
on her lip, was agitated by. her breath as 
she muttered deep curses on the head of 
some one, with whom she fancied herself 
struggling. 

" There !" said she at length, " there ! 
down, down to thine own place ! — I have 
conquered — ^I knew it — fiends cannot enter 
here — ^thou hast no power to break the 
hearts of angels !-— And now thou art sunk 
for ever.— And I come,*' she cried, starting 
up in the bed, and throwing forward her 
body, and her outstretched arms, while the 
same smile again illumined her countenance, 
which had so transiently lighted it up in her 
late conversation with the Abbess, but which 
was fean^y altered in its expression, as 
the rays of the lamp fell on the deadness of 
her open eyes straining on vacancy. 

*• Thou art here, my beloved, daughter,** 
she continued; "oh ! press me yet again upon 
thy snowy bosom, and let me run my fingers^ 
through these long bright locks, as I was^ 
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wont Thou smilett cm thine old food HMiNf 
ther ! and well them saayest, for she k^hapN 
py now ; but thou knowest not whtt she 
hath endured ^nce thou didat leave b^«'' 
And die pressed her hands upon her hearty 
from whence a long and labouring sob JXQ* 
eeeded. 

The Abbess perceiving tbat this aufib^ 
eating sensation was about to awakd^ beai^ 
turned the light bom her facOi and motioor* 
ing Grizzy to follow her> quitted tln^ apaYt>> 
ment on tiptoe, deeply affected byibese^e 
she had witnessed^ but which shev jwdy 
traced to the conversatim whieh bads^aPOx 
oently^ passed between <tiben)*; . 

The Abbess MU3 not a little axpAmi^ 
on entering £iiphanVi room the nest jnoqv* 
ing, to^fisd. he? dres86d»b>y>tb«assistaaee 
of GriMsy^and sitting inw armed obair Igp- 
the fire. The tones^ q£ her ^ voice were fianie>' 
what sofitenedt aod^remadce^vthaii aome- 

ward<4ha wiUii^Vul^ amkmuxAGiWBfV^^^ 
4)e adjusted th^bfwda^;^ iip.«herr siiddsw 
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which was fut gaining gtrength^ though still 
at times exeeedin^j painfuL She^ how<* 
ever, appeared at all times to endm^e bodily 
pain with the uncomplaining constancy of 
an Indian ; and it was only by the appeac* 
ance of her limb, and her inability to move 
it, that those around her had been able to 
judge of the extent of the injury it had sus- 
tained. 

This change for the better in old Euphan 
arose entirely from the promise the Abbess 
had made as to the disposal of the money 
intrusted to her. The superstitious belief 
of being able, by omr prayers for the dead, 
to better their eternal condition, is one, we 
may suppose, calculated to take the strongest 
hold on the human mind, and to bestow on: 
it a consolation, the greatest of which it is 
capable, under the affliction of losing those 
who have been dear to us. The Abbess her- 
self had lately experienced this consolation, 
decked in all its most splendid illusions, when 
the solemn rites of her religion were perform- 
ed on the death of Lady Agnes's mother, in 
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the monastery over which jshe presided ; and 
die felt a pious satisfaction in being the me-' 
dium through which the desolate heart of 
this poor woman was to receive such comfort, 
18 she had herself then experienced. 
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CHAPTER XIV, 



I do oppose my patience to his fiuy ; and am arm*d 
To sufTer with a qoietness of spirit^ 
The very tyranny and rage of his. 

^AUSSPEAAB. 



It ^as'the month of May before the 
long expected company of English come- 
dians landed at Leith. But no sooner was 
their arrival made known, than, by a gene- 
ral session of the dty, it was declared in&- 
mous to resort to the theatre. And the mini^ 
sters sent a deputation to remonstrate with 
his Majesty on what they termed an out- 
rage about to be committed on the churchi 
This mission was headed by Robert Bruce^ 
that conscientious and virtuous man, who 
was afterwards devoted by James to become 
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an exile from his country, because he re- 
fused to pronounce, from the chair of truth, 
what he believed to be £dsehood ; thus pre- 
ferring banishment to the loss of integrity. 

He was followed into the presence of the 
King, — who, on this occasioo, thought pro- 
per to receive them privately,-by four other 
dergymm, who formed a sort of procession, 
walking after thdr leadjer^weoirdiii^tothdr 
standing in the ministry. 

When they advanced up the apartment, 
there was a solemnity in their gait and gar- 
ments^ which might wdl have suitq^ a.fii- 
nt^al train; and as tihey approadiedrkis M»t 
jesty, his full-orbed eyes wsre hsot iqvai 
them^in suUendispleasuBetJuexetnnied tfaeiv 
stiffs but low. and respectfidtibeisaiiot^mlli 
a slight, and hau^ity^ bend. 4Mf >^]die[ oeeki; 
and ?m.himselfi.tliieifi]sb to speak^n .r. 

^^ It. maim seeds baa did;ifuLadJbaB« 
ax4 Moepjbabbtabis Sinrcf eigawid^ nii 
Jam^,i^ 'idiilkfMaistcs Sobcxft ifiruee.iB 
mada^the vehicle oVjoonTcgfingta^idie eaii 
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o' his King and rigfatfu' Prince, ^peak on 
then, that we may learn its pnrport.'' 

The ministers ranged themselves on each 
side of their, spokesman, who thus address- 
ed the King, while his firank and open, 
though firm and manly countenance, form* 
ed a complete contrast to those of the other 
ministers of the diurch, who dbanced to be 
joined in cnmmission with him, and whose 
fixtures were formal, rigid, and gloomy; * 

*' May it please your Majesty,-*-the mini* 
sters of the reformed established kirk of 
this realm have heard, with grief and hu. 
miliatioD, that it hath bem thepleasiure of 
your Majesty to allow of the introduction 
within it of certain profane and idle per* 
sons from England, styled comedians, idiose 
licentious represeBtatbns manifestly tend to 
the subversicm of good orders and those stiiet 
principles of purity so necessary to its pie^ 
serration. They therefoore humUy crave of 
your Majesty/iliat you will be pleased to 
take into eonsideraticHi the scandal lione to 
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religion in entertaining these profligate per- 
aonB, and allowing them to exhibit their vain 
and unprofitable plays ; and that you will 
dismiss them forthwith from the kingdom ; 
whereby your Majesty will prove your care of 
the immortal interests of your subjects, in 
not rendering them liable to such evil temp^ 
tation. Andy further, relieve the ministers 
of the Holy Evangel, from the grievous ne- 
cessity of labouring to countervail your Ma- 
jesty's influence in this matter, which they 
dutifully seek to avoid ; — ^but which, fearing 
Grod and his commandments, they must ne^ 
vertheless be under the necessity of doing, 
in compliance with his decrees, should your 
Majesty not be inclined to hearken to their 
voices^ and—** 



Here the Eong, who had with much dif- 
ficulty contained himself interrupted him, 
and made his displeasure ample amends for 
the curb to which he had thus long subject- 
ed it, by bursting forth into a torrent of in> 
vective ; for the countenance and language 
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of James, despite the dissimulation and 
king-craft on which he so much valued him- 
self, seldom failed to betray him when his 
passions were violently agitated. 

" Never King, we believe,** said he, while 
his whole frame shook with passion, and his 
face became like a flame of fire — *^ Never 
King, we beUeye, did sae hmg and patient- 
ly bruik sic usage frae contumacious mi- 
nisters, whae have aye played the part o* 
incendiaries atween us and our people. But 
let them no forget, stiff-neckit as they are, 
that we can punish them. And by ■■ ., 
Bruce/' said he, rising from his chair, and 
furiously stamping wilh his foot, ** if they do 
not instanter rescind the cursed act, whilk 
we understand they hae passed anent thae 
players, they had better begin a timeous 
flight toward the Border ; for de'il broil me 
eternally, if they shall find me slack in con-^ 
vincing them that we understand our rights. 
What ! do ye &ncy ye have a power, — GJod 
save the mark !*— ower Kings in ordine ad. 
spirittudia ?" 
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Every gestaie of Brace's body, and tone 
of his voice, while delivering the address, 
or rather remonstrance, to the King, had 
been forcibly marked with the zesl and an* 
thority of a Christian minister, bnt it was 
also admirably mingled with the humility 
and respectful deference of a subject. 

The King had, however, no sooner paused 
for an instant, than Bruce, not choosing to 
i^main longer to hear his bretliren abased, 
or himself insulted by James's profanity^ 
bowed with an air of offended dignity, and 
dowly withdrew, followed again by the fonr 
deigymen who had attended him to the pre* 
sence, and who had been casting looks of 
horror and rq>roach upon the King, while 
he gave vent to his anger. 

^ What," said the King, as soon as they 
disappeared, turning to Rathsay, who was 
the only person present, ^ have we escaped 
the meddling prerogative o' the Pop^ to be 
priest-ridden in this feshion ? Na ! by my 
Saul ; the players shall gang on though a' 



ST JOHNSTOUN. 285 

the ministers i' the kingdom should join i' 
the ery again' them.** 

'* The reception your Majesty gave these 
holy men just now, will, I doubt iH>t/' said 
Rathsay, ^ set thematter at rest ; for it is not 
to be thought that the citizens have so soon 
forgotten the removal of your Majesty's per* 
son and court &om their dty, whai diey 
last rebelled against your sovereign plea- 
sure. Meantime, it is unquestionably the 
duty of all your Majesty's servants, to coun- 
tenance, to the extent of then: power, the 
diversion against whii^ they have so inde^ 
corously set their faces.** 

^ Would that a' my nobles and genAe^ 
men possessed thy spirit, gude Rathsay,** 
said the King, ^ to support their Sovereign 
Prince in his unalienable rights* But some 
there be, — ^we speak it wi* sorrow,— wha, 
tike Gowrie, stain their rank wi^ sie un- 
profitable itching after popularity, that ye 
diall scarce find them doing ou^t but wi' 
the view o' bding capped and kneed by the 
multitude.'^ 
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.Rathsay, after this conversation with the 
King, did 9II in his power to encourage the 
theatrical representations, by distributing 
money to the lower class of the people, with 
the purpose of enticing them to attend the 
play-house. But though his example was 
followed in this by many of the court, the 
theatre continued to be sparingly attended ; 
and that only by the very scum of the me- 
tropolis. For although the act was imme- 
diately repealed which had forbidden the 
people to resort to this amusement, (the 
magistrates and citizens not chusing to pro- 
voke the renewal of those harsh measures 
which the Eang had resorted to in their last 
quarrel,) yet as the pulpits continued to re- 
sound with anathemas against all who should 
so far set at defiance the advice of their 
ministers, as to be seen in the house of 
Baal, they were hearkened to in fear and 
trembling ; and if any of a &mily ventured 
to cross the forbidden threshold, they were 
so railed upon by its other members, and 
rebuked by their ministers, when they came 
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to the knowledge of it, (which they seldom 
failed to do, through the tenderness of con- 
science, or officiousness of their neighbours,) , 
that they rarely ventured to transgress in 
the same way again. 

To James this was very provoking, and 
even more so to his consort, who not of- 
ten entertaining the same views and fed- 
ings with him, yet never failed to do so 
most energetically, when they tended to the 
mortification or humiUation of the reform- 
ed clergy, against whom she cherished no 
small resentment for the firodly admonitions 
Ae, had &»,. time t. «L Ustowed up» 
her, and the reproofs they had administer- 
ed against her immoderate love of such 
amusements as they considered sinful, vain, 
and idle. Among these stood foremost in 
the black catalogue of delinquencies, her 
passion for dancing and masquerades. Vain- 
ly, however, had they striven against these 
inventions of Satan — ^for, asold Heronshaw 
truly said, " they got little satisfaction at 
her hands-" She, however, never forgave 
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them far seeking to abridge her prml^e 
of exhibiting herself in all those accomplidi* 
xnents and points of view which r^Eidered 
her beauty and graces most eoiispicaoua**^- 
gifts which she was so passionately fond of 
displaying, and which her inordinate vanity 
made her believe were scarcely, equalled in 
any other woman. She was, m^Kreover, of a 
bold and courageous nature^ whidii i^er 
shrunk from contest with the fiercest spirits 
of the age, when they sought to ccoas her 
humour, and seldom failed, by auth<»iiy 
or intrigue, to make them bow bo&re h»r. 
The empty theatre was,^ liierefore, a conti*^ 
aual source of vexation and disc(mtent to 
Anne, who^ could she have but onoa sera 
it filled in defiance of the ministers, would 
have been somewhat moUified. She deter- 
mined, however, to make an effort which 
she hoped might totf mxee foil the dargy. 
She knew that the populace had been incar- 
dinately tbnd of what they termed^ KolMn- 
hood Plays — that is, plays perfonned in a 
certain field, which had been set apart in 

9 
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the neighbourhood of all Scottish towns, 
fbr tiieir exhibition. These perfonnances, 
in which the inhabitants of the respective 
towns were the actors^ had become so ne* 
cessary to their habits, and had produced 
such disorders, that since the Queen's ar- 
rival in Scotland there had been complaints 
against them in the General Assembly; 
and a few years previous to that period, 
an endeavoifr to suppress this diversion 
had so exasperated the multitude, that they 
seized the city gates, forced the tolbooth, 
liberated the prisoners, and turned the me- 
tropolis into a scene of anarchy and con- 
fusion. Calculating, therefore, on the na- 
tural taste of the people, and arguing from 
their strong prejudices in favour of such 
recreations, Anne determined to have a 
play exhibited in the Park, to which she 
hoped to draw all the population of the 
city before there should be time for the 
ministers to harangue their congriegations 
against it. For this purpose, the Queen 
took her measures privately for its intended 

VOL. I- N 
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perfonnance^ and communicated her schema 
to James, whose displeasnre against the mi« 
nisters made him enter warmly into it ; the 
more espedally, as the preparations for a 
spectacle she determined to render as im- 
posing as possible, were to be carried on ^se- 
cretly ; for mystery, even in the most tri- 
fling matters, ever had a peculiar charm for 
him. 

Having committed the arrangements to 
the care of Rathsay, who was to act by the 
Queen's directions, he informed him of the 
defeat prepared for the clergy, with all the 
waggish exultation displayed by a school- 
boy, when he communicates some plan of 
premeditated mischief to his companions. 

This was an employment exactly suited 
to the present humour of Rathsay, who, 
coupling, ever since the affair at Montrose, 
the interests and feelings of the Earl (^ 
Cowrie with those of the clergy, sought to 
mortify him as well as them. He was the 
more confirmed in the idea of Cowrie's ta« 
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king part with the ministeis in this matter 
of the players, from the Earl's havings as he 
thought, purposely seized the opportunity 
of absenting himself from Edinburgh, by 
paying a visit to his mother while the thea* 
trical representations were going on. In 
this, however, he judged erroneously ; for the 
Earl having only spent a few hours with 
his mother in his way from England, at his 
seat of Dirlton, in East-Lothian, where she 
resided, had mtended, for a length of tune, 
to make her a longer visit, although he had 
hitherto been prevented from doing so by 
busmess, and his attendance at court, which, 
as we have seen, was rendered so uuremit. 
tixig by the influence of Lady Agnes. This 
influence he had, however, as he promised 
the Master of Ruthven^ b^an to combat 
with all the strength of a powerful mind ; 
and being no longer,, since the decided as* 
sertipn of his independence at Montrose^ 
received at Holyrood vdth the same cor^ 
diality, he had not a shadow of reason re- 
maining by which he oonld excuse his oon* 
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stant attendance there ; for even his wish of 
being a check on the conduct of the Queen, 
had been so defeated by the pains she took 
to provoke him, by compelling the attend- 
ance of his brother, and creating, as it were, 
necessary occasions of conversation and com- 
pliment between herself and him, that per- 
ceiving her intention, and imagining his 
absence might have a favourable effect in 
putting a stop to this species of bravado, 
which he clearly perceived was levelled at 
himself, he resolved again to try the effect 
of absence on the passion which he was sen- 
sible had acquired so dangerous an ascend- 
ancy over him. 

But Rathsay, judging of the Earl by 
himself, never dreamed that, actuated by 
principle alone, he was capable of thus 
strenuously opposing his passion for Agnes, 
and therefore Concluded that he could only 
have relinquished her society, that he might 
be saved the alternative of injuring his po- 
pularity with the clergy, by attending the 
theatre, or increasing the King's displea- 
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sure, by absenting himself from it. Of the 
Earl's attachment to Lady Agnes he was 
daily more and more convinced, as well as 
that it was in a great measure encouraged 
by her ;-— for, goaded on by jealousy^ and a 
determination to know his fate, he had ta- 
ken advantage of the former short absence 
of Gowrie from the palace to press on his 
own suit with Lady Agnes, and after all 
gentler methods of dismissing him failed, 
had been rejected most pointedly and de- 
cidedly, if not, as he thought, somewhat 
haughtily. This refusal was even more 
wounding to his pride than his love, and 
his resentful spirit boiled over in acts of as* 
perity to all around him. The only relief^ 
therefore, that his heart knew at this period, 
was in conducting the Queen's plan with 
regard to the players, or in listening to the 
King, whose humour^ since his being out- 
voted in the General Assembly, and the 
opposition made to the playeis, was quite 
as discontented and petulant as his own ;?— 

N.2 
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for it yfSB suggested to him by Rathsay; 
and the other enemies of the £arl» that 
the pow^ul support which Gowrie had of- 
fered to the members of the Kirk at Mon- 
trose was considered by the parties, both for 
and against the question then agitated, as 
but the dawning of that vast influence, 
which his increasing popularity promised 
to render in time unbounded. To this 
James gave full credit, from his own obser- 
vation of the spontaneous homage paid to 
the Earl by the multitude, which, even 
when he was present, displayed itself in 
murmiurs of applause, or in shouts of tri- 
umph, whenever he appeared, frequently 
accompanied by the cries of — ** Down with 
the Bishops !— ^long live the Earl of Gowrie, 
the supporter of the good cause!" The 
Earl's popularity was also much strength-* 
ened by his personal appearance, which pre- 
sented to their sight* all that was calculated 
to strike their imagination— manly beauty, 
grace, dignity, and condescension, surround- 
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ed by tbat appropriate magnificence^ and 
noble liberality,, which his princely posses- 
sions gaive him the means of rendering so 
imposing. 

All this was gall and wormwood to^ 
James, who constantly lamented his own 
folly in having restored to him the estates 
of his father, since such liberality, and the 
other acts of kindness shewn to his family^ 
had failed of conforming him to all his 
wishes ; for, though he well knew his pri- 
vate opinions in church government not to 
be in unison with his own, yet he had con- 
tinued to flatter himself that the great be- 
nefits he had conferred on him and bis fa- 
mily could not fail to bind him to his in- 
terest, in such measiure as would at least 
prevent his openly espousing the cause of 
'his adversaries, and that in time he might 
completely attach him to himself. The 
King's eyes were now, however, ^ opened^ 
and, no longer able to deceive, himself with 
the hope of the Earl's becoming his tool, 
disgust and aversion were quickly succeed- 
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ing to the favourable impression which the 
mildness of Gowrie's manners, and his stri* 
king appearance, had at first made upon 
him. Rathsay had so frequently spoken 
to the disparagement of Growrie, that the 
King, though unacquainted with the mo- 
tives of his dislike, had not failed to no- 
tice its existence. It was to Rathsay, there- 
fore, that James spoke openly of his dis- 
like of the Earl, concealing it from others 
with his accustomed dissimulation ; for if 
some change in the frankness of his man- 
ner had been visible to the brothers, it was 
not yet evident enough to attract the at*^ 
teiition of spectators. 

Growrie had, however, thwarted both his 
]Mlajesty and Rathsay in their leading pas- 
non, and the pride of each had equally suf- 
fered. Their dislike of him was therefore* 
become an abiding principle, which yms yet 
to shew itself in its effects, when time and 
opportunity should serve. Meanwhile, the 
King did not neglect to pry into the cause 
that rendered his page's sentiments of the 
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£arl so congenial to his own, and soon 
learned all the particulars of his disappoint- 
ed passion from his favourite, whom he 
assured of his support and assistance, and, 
in evidence of bis sincerity, wrote a letter 
with his own hand to Lord Somerdale, the 
uncle of Lady Agnes, expressive of his 
approbation of a union between her and 
Rathsay, and his earnest desire that he 
should lay his commands on his niece to re- 
ceive him as her destined husband, and to 
prepare for her marriage immediately. But 
till an answer to this letter should arrive, 
it was determined between the King and 
Rathsay, that his Majesty should not inter* 
fere in his favour with Lady Agnes. 

Meanwhile, Rathsay's hatred of Growrie 
did not confine itself to him, but often 
broke out in his behaviour to Ruthven, 
whom he watched with the utmost assidui« 
ty, putting at all times the worst construe* 
tion on the Queen's levity of conduct to- 
wards him ; nor did he scruple at times to 
suggest to his Royal Master such small 
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portioiis of these observalabiis as might 
serve to set what he called the am^ance of 
Ruthven^ and the undeserved favour which 
the Queen shewed him, in a conspicuous 
▼lew, and to make the King himself a more 
ifcrict ohserver of many small incidents 
which would otherwise have escaped him ;-— 
Ibr the jealousy of James was rather that 
€f place and power, than of affection. That 
his marriage with Anne had been, like tiiat 
of most otiber princes, the effect t£ expe« 
diency, unblessed by that freedom of choice 
and warmth of affection, which can alone 
confer happiness on the connu)»al state, 
whether of the king or the peasant, is 
vouched by the curious memorial hetfami^ 
ptoper to leave his people when he em- 
tiarked on his matrimonial expedition to 
Denmark. The uneasiness of James^ there* 
fixre^ proceeded more from his pride of pre* 
native h&ng wounded, of which darling 
attribute, even in all its minor branches^ he 
was ever the yratchful guardian, than from 
the agony that attacks the heart of him 
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v9ho apptehends the alienation of a beloved 
wife's affection; for to this he was abun« 
dantly indifferent. 

Rathsay was thus ever like the demon- 
toad of Milton, infusing evil through his 
master's ear, and, as we have 8aid> making 
him become himsehT an observer of the 
Queen and Ruthven, whose conduct gave 
but too great colour to his insinuations ;^^ 
for the Queen, piqued by the interference 
of Gowrie, had become, as we before hinted, 
like all imprudent and headstrong people, 
determined to make the cause of offence 
more glaring, that she might shew the more 
her defiance of counsel. 

The departure of Growrie, however, did, 
as he had calculated^ in some measure check 
this bravado of the Queen's ; but the poi* 
son was already infused into the King's 
qiind, which was doomed to work ruin and 
woe; and his Majesty putting the same 
construction on the Earl's absence from 
Edinbuigh that Rathsay had done, his 
anger was still more inflamed against him. 
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-—for neither was he capable of assigning 
the true motive which had caused the re- 
moval of the EarL 

Gowrie had been, for some time before 
his departure, extremely anxious to learn 
if Lady Agnes still adhered to her deter- 
mination of retiring to a convent ; but she 
so much dreaded the effect of his eloquence 
on the subject of her &ith, that she' had 
most assiduously shunned all private con- 
versation with him. He could not, how- 
ever, bear this suspense, for he still flatter- 
ed himself, from the candid attention she 
had given them, that his arguments might 
possibly have weighed with her, in what 
was to him a matter of such momentous 
consideration ; — if he could only keep her 
out of a convent, there was, he thought, at 
least a possibility of her one day becoming 
a convert to his own religion. On that 
hope, however improbable, did his whole ex- 
istence seem to hang. W hen about to quit 
Edinburgh, he recollected a hundred argu- 
ments which he thought he had neglected 
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to urge, or had not enforced so strongly as 
he might have done. He therefore spent a 
great part of the night previous to his de- 
parture, in committing to paper, for her con- 
mderation, all that most forcibly struck him 
on the subject, apologizing at the same time 
for using the privilege of friendship which 
she had allowed him. This address breathed 
the deep and powerful eloquence of truth, 
ainA of enei^etic wishes that it might be 
the means of preventing her from taking 
the decisive step he so much deprecated. 

The Earl enclosed this paper in a letter 
to his brother, mentioning its purport^ and 
^^gS^ ^^ to ^^^ ^ private opportunity 
of giving it to Agnes ; he then intrusted it 
to Laurence, to deliver it into the hands of 
the Master of Ruthven. Laurence liad, how- 
ever, caught a gUmpse of the direction to the 
Lady Agnes as he busied himself in laying 
out the Earl's riding suit for the journey of 
tfaefoUowing day,attd thenextmomingwent 
to inform the Jesuit of this discovery, and 
shewliimthe'packet. It maybe conjectured 
VOL. I. - o 



302 ST JOHNSTOUN. 

that he to whom he surrendered it did not al- 
low so favourable an opportunity to escape 
him of learning the secrets of Agnes and 
Gowrie. He opened and read both letters^ 
and, carefully closing them again, returned 
them to his confidant, who then delivered 
them to the Master. 

It was with great surprise Lady Agnes 
received the letter addressed to her from 
the hands of Ruthven ; but when she had 
read it, all the doubts created by her former 
conversation with Gk)wrie, returned more 
forcibly than ever on Jber mind, and she 
thought, that if she remained at liberty, 
there was still hope ; for though her fears 
told her, that, according to human calcula^ 
tion, it was absurd to expect that he should 
ever embrace her faith, yet did she represent 
to herself that nothing was impossible with 
God ; — *^ and surely," said she, " never was 
a soul more worthy of a divine interposition, 
— and oh ! what happiness it then would be 
to join my destiny with his!" 

This was the first time she bad breathed 

1? 
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SO distinct a wish, and she shrunk from 
the decided form her ideas had taken ; for 
she was conscious it was an evil omen of 
the situation of her heart, when it could 
so audibly express its feelings on the most 
distant and improbable hopes. Yet to her 
young and ardent mind^ the lesson of ba- 
nishing all its delightM visions of fancy 
was hard, if not impossible ; and all she 
could promise herself was, that she would 
guard her sentiments with the most scru- 
pulous care, not only from the Earl him- 
self, but from every human being, and that, 
seeking aid from above, she would endea- 
vour to find the right path, and to follow it, 
whatever it might cost her. Thus did the 
innocent Agnes pray and resolve, in the 
singleness of her heart; — she was soon, 
however, to be put to the trial. 

It was the custom of her Majesty to go 
out frequently on horseback, attended by 
the ladies of her court ; and it was when 
Lady Agnes was one day attending the 
Queen in one of these expeditions, that, in 
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passing on her palfrey through the outer- 
gate of Holjrrood, a venerable old man seized 
her bridle with one hand, so as to stop the 
progress of her horse for an instant^ while 
he extended toward her with the other a 
blue bonnet that left his bald head and sil- 
rer hairs exposed to the action of the air» 
while, fixing on her &ce his mild yet p^ae- 
trating eyes, he sued for alms. Agnes, 
immediately recognizing her mother's con* 
ftssor in the mendicant, stopped her pal- 
frey, and seeing a small piece of paper in 
the crown of the bonnet, quickly understood 
lihe purport of the application for money, 
and drawing out her purse, deposited a 
piece of coin in lieu of the paper, which she 
crushed within her hand, and returned with 
her purse to her pocket, and^ bending her 
head with a look of reverence to the old 
man, passed on, wondering what this might 
portend, but not daring to satisfy her cu- 
riosity by examining it till her return^ 
when she read these words : — 
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^' If he who delivers this has in aught 
deserved the confidence of her to whom it 
is addressed, let her, at the hour of ten to- 
morrow night, join the fidthful guide who 
will await her at the foot of the stairs leftd^- 
ing from the north gullery through the un- 
der passage to the outward court, and who, 
after pronouncing her name, will conduct 
her a short distance from the palace to the 
bearer of this, who has matter of much iin<i 
portance to communicate, and who conjures 
her, by the memory of her mother, to fear 
nothing, and to disappoint him not." 

Thus adjured, by one whose sacred cha- 
racter she was bound to venerate, and the 
early recollections of whom were so strong- 
ly connected with the memory of her la* 
mented mother, she hesitated not a moment 
in determining, at all hazards, to comply 
with the injunction, and waited impatiently 
for the time that was to conduct her to his 
presence. 

The night fixed on for this interview was 
one dedicated by the Queen to the repre- 
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eentation of one of those masques in which 
she so greatly delighted, which was to be 
performed in the great hall of the palace by 
ihe English players, after the model of one 
written for the amusement of Queen Eli- 
sabeth's court This circumstance had been 
seized on as particularly propitious to the 
absence of Agnes, giving her an opportunity 
of retiring to her own apartment when she 
might be supposed weary of the representa- 
tion, and which, on the so much wished for 
night, she accordingly accomplished, with- 
out attracting the particular notice of any 
one^ save Lady Beatrix and Kathsay, who 
knew she was no particular admirer of the 
amusement, which so forcibly attracted 
every other person present* 
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